






PREFACE. 


T 


a ckgrcc of knowledge, ia naval affidrs 

of the utmoll: confwiuencc to tJie inhabitants 
of |his ifland, yet t\i<? fubjeef of Naval 1 ’a^Jrks had long remained 
ain^hg ,us in a veiy rude and uncultivated ftato. C)f this I was 
' convinced at an early period of life, aJ 4 il 1 Iliad long applied to 
,¥1118 ftudy before I vcny.ifed fp cOn^municAte niy thoughts upon 
m tlie rublic. 

* yiuce tlie ajnpprancc following fyilem: in print, about/ 

twe^y-two yeiu's ago % It lias been a fora-cc the greateft latis-, 
fa^fon to me to pbievve a total change' in the mode of Ci>ruiu<fling » 
eng^ements .with great tlccis, on the'pari <»f our gallant Britilh 
, AdxnSrals- The: llpirlt, perrevdiancej^ and fu}>erior . fkill of our 

. /eamen. 


.. ' * The firft idip'-adl ipn Firtl coafillsttiSf a t«W'c..'pies, noi for falc, , 

. but to be away, . 
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IPI^p^l^niforinly ’3^ ^oib t'ngagcinojits la the eale of 

but which, fromtlie tiexloi'oiis maiictuvrcs of the 
could uot tt)nnerly he brought into pi'opcr cfi'ccf, on 
arce^jut of a total neglc<fl of the ftudy of Naval Tallies, have at 
lalt been exhibited allb in the cale r>f gro it battles with numerous 
flOfets, in a manner wltich has led to naval viclorics tltat muft 
ever appear \^ith the grctitoll luftre in the Britifli annals. The 
Ict.crs of apl^rohktioii wliicli I have received, not only fr()m men 
of learningj^ hut from r>aval ollicers of ditlinguiflved ability and 
ot thi? higlu'll tank ami the numerous compliments that liave 
of late been paid to me, might exempt me front the i npittaiion 
• >t vanity, it 1 Ihould now ^oncludo,*tlxit my work, however im- 
perfeiV, has eiri;ntially contributed th^tiirvice of mv country. 

As 1 never was af fea mytclfj it hits been atked,’i«)fin Ibould 
have been able t(j acquire any knowledge in. Navrd Tallies, or 
tlKHild have prefumed to fuggeft iny opinions and idejis upon 
that fabjc£t. 'Fhc followlyg detail, which 1 truft I thall now he 
excufed for entering upon, vMlI, it js hop^d, obviate every preju- 
dice of this kind. 


I had acquived a Jirong paiTion fbr nautical Information, 
,whcn almoft an infant. Af ten years old, before 1 had feen a 

Ihip, 


* { vj.is, in ]>Trticular. nAich Sattrred by the tUcided approbation of nty 
Kf'ilty, by J^ord D(;ncaS ;wul otln^r lUival Vortfnunitlu ^.ouveyed by his. 

Lur.'ithip, ihca Cdpi.iin lu letter to relation. Sir JdiinCj rkk, fo 


\oT)^ AS 0‘-b.b' r I 783; . In is Attention pi,jU to. 

wojjt by his Ilip^hncfs the UtsKE ot ClakkNCi^. 
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n» 


Hiip, nr even the fca, bjjt at a dtftincc four or five^ inil^»8, 
io;rmed an a*.quauTitance at Ichnol with Ibnic boya who had cofue 
frbm a diftant fca-poit, and who inftrujdled me |:elpe£lmg th<3t 
difRrent parts of a fli'p fiom a model which they pn>- 
cured. After this appi eudcefhip, t had fiequont oppm^oniries 
of feeing aatd examiniiig liiips at the neighbourir^ port of Xjcitli, 
which tri''rcafed my poflioti for the fuhje^t ; andy I was foon ii^ 
poflefpon of a number of other models, (ome^ of .them even of 
my own confl;ru£ling, which I often failed on a piece of w^ato 
of fomc ftre in my father’s plcafure-grounds, where13i»o was a^- 
fo a boat with fails, which fumiihcd mo with much employment. 
Beiidesthis, I had ftudsed,Rol:nnfon Crulc>e, and had* read a num- 
ber of voyages. A d§fikc of pfoin^ to fca could not but be the 
confeqti encfe of all diie. Checked it wa»j> Irowever, at all time-, 
by my family, -tifrho already had fuffered heavy Ioffes in both fea 
and land fervice. ’ 

Ddring die coorfe of two .kmg wars, the firft of which com- 
menced about this dme, I had the advsntage of the converia- 
tion of many of own near relations, wlm had been bred 
^to the lea-*fervice. Bef^s thtij, I liad at all times courted yt, 
connexion with other , i^feflional feamen and fhipbuilders, of 
all ranks, and capacities, wherever .they wefc to be met with, as 
at London, > and in algioft all th^c^hcr fea-ports roond the iflaod. 
At the lame time, I was unwearied ini my attrition to the many 
valuable experiments of the ingpnioqs and liberaLmkidect Mi 
Patrick Mtx.i.£it qf IlalftidntDn ; to whom, wheth^ki fliip- 
bfuildlh|| or in conl|jSB£l^^aAi8ery, botii nndketry and great guns, 

i his 
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tountiy is more inU^lKocl, thin li.is hitherto boon properly ao- 
k,iowledjrcd. * 

while, I took e\wv opportunity which ofTcicd of xnak» 
in^^ flioit expeditions, or ttips on th^water, with the Ible iutea'> 
tion of obfervinj^ the t)f the fails, of the waves, and of 

the rudder. At fonjc tlint"^, for hours, it was my cuQ.oin to con- 
iciuplate the t)f tht wind upon Pups of all kinds, imall 

.md gieat, ou fhoii depaiture from a mole, oi pier-head, fuch as 
that of Ltith, one of the hell places foi tlu putpofe wtiich 1 
hive known. Of this loit c^f .unulemetit I licvcr tired ; but con- 
tinued the praClitC, with the f<)re-mcnti<»ned models rip^ged in 
iliflerent ways, of making experiments in filing, in ev«iry w'^ay 
dial tould lx thought of, and* on* all occ^^ms correfking and fix- 
ing my ideas, by^ corpnuttiijg jhem *to both by diawiug 

and wilting. ^ « "■ 

By thefc means, 1 had begun to havQ ibfne conception of 
tliat rnofl diflieuit piub^m, hitluerto not fufliciently eluoidated, 
— the way of a Ihip to wifttj^'ard : But having it in view to 
bring forwmtJ fomething on that *fuhje<fi at loine future pe- 
^d, and for which already I haye colledled a number of ma- 
tmolb, let this reft: for the prefent,*and^t it be fupjiofed that my* 
attention to Naval Tactics, more paiticukuly, commciKed about the 
year 1770, whev a moft ingenious gentlcm.m, die late^ Coi^- 
iniflioncr £i>GAR, came to.;rcfide^in my neighbourhood. lEfo 
had been in tlic army, and, with his company of foot, detached 
from Q15r*dtar, had been put* onjix^rd Admiral Bvnc/s own' 
ftuf>, to fppply the want of maiioes P^juid wa* pieleiit in' the 

aflkm 
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olT the iffand of Minorca, which foont foUoWi,^ on 
May 20th 1756. Mr Ei3*gar a%rw^ar<is, as the friend d^^dmi- 
i»l had goQ)|f fbrtnne aefcompany that 

accompllihed cc^mander, oh the ‘more ftwtuoate ' Wailon of 
|«a^s ?iay„ In the courfe,of much converfation and* Atiln^ad- 
v«r0jt>n, which naturally might be fuppofed to arim from fliefe 
two fuhje£ls, we happily had for our altiftancc a copy of tho 
trial dt Admiral IJyng, in which Mr EtkOAR hiihfclf had been 
examined as a witness. 1 have b^n infonned, that^among ptlur 
vemarkable^ ot^umilances ,whi^ often attend trials of tl?is kind, 
the life bf every 'ft;>ecies of pHn, drawmg, or delineation, was 
moft unaccpuntabfy denied tlie ynfe^nnate Admiral. ' 

The attack, in from the yrindward: and as, it 

appeared**!® met, eitremely ill ebnduft^^^ the fubje<Sb occupied 
my^ind for yeaia. , In this dticuIHon, I had rccourfe not only 
to eyary Ipccies of demonftradon, by plans and drawings^ but 
alfo to the u& of a number of ’fmall ipotiels of Ihlps, which, when 
difpofed in proper arrangement, ‘feave moft corrcdl repi-efenta- 
tlong of fleet^ extended, each xi:|Hne of battle ; and being 

ealUy wp^d and put int^any relative polidcm ribquired, and tl^s 
pl^.uietttly,^feen and* well conlxderci, every poffible idea of 
could ]bc diicuded ,,widh>ui; contUfion, and without 
i^^^ihbility of any diiputc. 

^ I meanw:)^^ compaenced; duitng the eon- 

4iy!^at^n*of w^ich, thy ftu^& adyanc^ : To, that by the time 
ar/Wits fermifed that jhc fleets, and French, migiit 

^ ®' ha^ 
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fiaVQc'put to Cea, an anrKsty incKpreHible laid hold of my mind ; 
and dcfire of being prefent at the meeting of the hoftile fleets 
was jib great, that, could my private . ^jptcems in any way have 
admitted of It, or rather had I not been at fuch a diftance from 
PottCviouth,”irom wheaice the armament on the part of Britain 
was ht^ed out, t certainly ihould have been on boar^ fome one 
ihtp of Lord K'bpp£&'s fleet. 

The rcncotrnter . which followed on the i27th of July 11778, 
became the fubjedt of two other long trials ; the firft tliat of Lord 
KEPPEt.'the Admiral ; the fecond that of Sir Huou Valliseh, 
the fecond In command, which, far from giving lati$fa£i:ion, proved 
only frelh caiiie of dilquiet ampog^the ofScers of the Navy. The 
ful^odf was new-— ;an attack from the lecw^Bpdy it had never oc- 
curred before, at leaft Jh thefe laker rimes ; and therefore (f* was 
the left wonderful that it might be to apimadverilons, or 

that the moft able officers might differ in opinion, with reigedk to 
the manner of condu^. Bqt it is remarkable, that not only in 
the courfe of thefe two long triMs, but;,alfb in^the courfe of the two 
ttials formerly mentioned, pf Admiral Mati*H£\vs in J744, or 
il\^t of Admiral Byng in 1756, not o»e fingle hint has efoaped, ' 
from any one concerned, that it was po/nDle any thing defc^ivc^, 
could be attributed to the fyflem of the attack itfclf, or that any.^ 
kiivJ of improvenfent fhould be attempted »*, 

The 


Athidiag to what has fince been put itt praftice'^—the cutting tfie cnemT^S 
line afuiuler — the tliit<iing the gt^*ater pajt of* the \brce of a\letc againtfa fbw 
fh^ps, either in the v.in or the tear, or even makl^ig i\»a e of Jl xr ilbwcr-failing, or 
ef tlic enemy. — • 



The invcfligadon, however, of many’ dungs in this enj^gc- 
fhiint, wMch to me feemed to be palpafali^ funders, and mqtfl tm« 
pottapt, lOufed a Obuld tK>t to feiifted, and hurtied 

me on to put in writing' a^tonbcr of ftriwlures, accompanied with 
drawings at^ plans, containiiig' (ketches of what might ^Ve been 
attei^pted id this new )dnd of rencounter of fleets upon tSon^iy 
tacks, more pardcularly appUcabie to this attack, as it was firom 
the leeward, wluch, after communicating to &iends,' naval ofHcer^, 
and others in my neighbourhood, copies were fent toj^ndotv 

The next eatatnple of a fisa-engagement which followed, waf* 
that of Admiral ByHok the Uland of Gnmada, July 6th 1779. 
The attack was iromHihe ‘windward, and iimilan both to that of 
MATTHl^ti^ and that of ^miral By no. ^efo attacks, tt^ether 
with due of X«ord made four cafos, in which it appeared 

to dq^;llhat neither tibe difficulty of bringing 6n an engagement, 
ndr that purfoing; the enemy, atofo firom any abatement in the 
fpirit of' the feamen, nor of ^any defoA in the fhippmg, on the 
one fide, 'ncr even foom any fuperioxitywof falling on the other ; 
but mtifo be attributed to the onikilfal inanrof in which dib 
alta^ woe conduced. 

/tn January i780. When I wife In, London, being fully iih- 
p^rdZed with ffie importance of the 'naval'ideas which long had 
worHng'ih my land ht'^'ibotifequedce of the ftrk- 

m iK)td ifejepPKn’s cu4^|;emenafont the y^' fclelW&fome 
ap^intm^^ jfUrpo|e' ^ filler ^ttuninunication on this 
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w6te frionJs. Among the iiril of thefc, v 

flin tqp^)bifraent with l^r RiciiAup Atkjtjstson, th^ paiticnlar 
ftJtfnd of Sir GroHCrE Rod'npy, w tlwn in London, aiul 

Wras immcKliatel^r to let out to taku the command ol tlio Iket in the 
Well L^die^, At this rntx-ting, the whole of my acjjuifitions on 
the liibjei^t of ^aval Tadics, lor many years b.uk, was difc^ulTed. 

I communicated to Mr Atkinson die theories of attack from both 
(he winilward and 'the leeward ; the firft as contained in t(ic tivft 
pait of ^tlae*4£ffiy ; the laft as contained in the fecond part, now 
P. 104 , No, 7 ij. puhlilhod a fecOnd time, T particularly expliuned dodrine of 
tutting the enemy’s line, as fet forth* in both firft and Iccond 
parts, I alfo produced the paper^if ftri<^iTe<' on Lord Krppf l’s 
I'etocounter of the 27di of Jul^, whibU confined all my^ncral 
ideas on the fubjed of Naval Tadics, vMI this Mr AtiSInson un- 
dertook to communicate to Sir GeorOb RopwEY, which he could! 
have no diflSculty in doing, as I left in his cuftody {ketches made 
according to my ulual method ^of demonftratian, together with thei' 
neceflary explanations. 

From the boft authority, I have been inhirmed that Lonl 
iftsoDNf Y liimlfelf at all times ackAowiUld^cd the commivnksatiou 
and' having, firc^ the lirlf, aj^proved of my fyftem, declared, even 
before he left London, tliaC he jtvpuld ftridly adhere it ip, 
ipg tho enemy. 

Soon after dusi Admiral Rooney filled with a fttong fleet for 
t|ie Weft* Ittdi^ Off C4>e EmifteniL. he M ii^^iih^ and , 
tured 3 mnntier of SpaOtih iran^rtaj and oft^^pe St VinclWit,*** 
pteeting with a S^anifli fquadron, he tooB ^^c^ ftiips, and mad^ 
'priftxiert^n Langu,4ra the coattoaadCT!**'^^ to the 



Me 


* I 

IX 


on tXic'l Mh April 1 -8^, kd came m Oght of thr Ftcnc h 
£|^ W the ieewjrd of the P^aiiKock,i,wcft <?nd cf the iflaAl (tf 
On the l7tH» the French vtei^ to lcewAT(|';i and 
'AdD^ral'^lOI>KEy bropg^i^ ^d3.ioft, V an attack from ^ 
^Vrlqdward. la lus official defpa|ch^ dtsfcrihing riu; battle, ^henj is 
the !foho\vit|g remarkable paifage : *' At fowy-five minutes ^hrftr fix 
‘ bi the morning, I gave notice, b)r public lignal, that ittjr^inteu- 
‘ t^n waste attack tlw with my whole force. ’ ‘ 

'I'Tns was a language kltpgether new, wthcr Irfan Admiral 
RoDNhY, or any of his predecdlbrs ; and as it was ilip firA in- 
ilance in whkh a British Admiral had ventured to devi ite frc.ift 
the old pmittce, I could not help immediaidy afetibing it to the. 
communications Thad rrA*^ to Mr Atkinson, as mentioned be* 
:6Mre. Elated as I was by tli4 above paffii.^, I w^s difappointed by 
anoUicr id*^c fame letter.^ ‘ At fifty mimiJet^ after eleven A. M., 

‘ [ made the«fignift % every £hip to bear down, aud fteer for her 
* jyjppofye in the enemy’s line, agreeable b the 2ift Article of i^e 
‘ Additional Fighting Inftmdlit^ ’ 


Afterwards on the lf?th May, and agvnon the iDth, Admiral 
Ro]>N£y came to adtonsAith 'Count dc Grasse: but 1 was ct(~ 
trem^y moitilied, that akhough, on bcilh o^caBons, he met the 
enenjy/wi*c<^ntTary fades, andfitigi^ W leeward, be /hewed n» 
''jun^tkion whatever of aftempting to^wt afundcr the enemy’s line, 
Q|', (Sven td'fepoia.tiag, or cutting off a fmg^e fliitp from the reft of 
b«|ine» 1^01^ have accomplUM, vrith the 

In 
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In fbnr otb^ engagements which followed, I. That of Admt- 
wtl ARfiVTUSfOTi on*t|ie l6th March 178I, 6fF the mouth of die 
Ch«&]|>eak ; Ji, That of Admiral Ho6d on the 20th April, off Poj'i: 
SL6ya},'Martmico i Q* That of Admiral I^xVRKSR, on the 5th Auguft, 
on thfe .Dogger Bank; 4. That of Admiral Ore vvfs, on tlio Jth 
September, Off the mouth of the Chefapeak, the forp:ier practice 
was BtH condnued ; and accordingly, our fleets did not take a " 
tingle IJjtip from the enemy, and completely failed to accomplilh 
the puqjole of dteir deflination. And tltough I mufl take*notiLc, 
that Oft the Jl 6th of March 1781, Admiral Arbothkot had much 
merit, in difapperinting the intentions of the French upon the 
C'.hclapcak, that ofBccr knew notliing beyond th6 old e^Toneous 
ivftem of TafUcs j and, very loon aft&-| the French entuely luc- 
i,tM.dcd in their «piirpofes in that qftazter, tp the gieat mortifi-< 
cation of the Brltiih» * 

_ 

Having convinced myiclf of the efle^ that would follow a 
change of fyftem, every frefh deipatch from our fleets gave me 
nt'w p^. The fatal ertorsf to wluch our want of fuccefr was to 
be attributed,, ifrll prevailed. 

In the mean rime, fb often as defpatcbea with deforiptions of 
tkefe batdc>B Iwought home, k waJi^my praflice to mxdte ani- 
inadverliooB, ami criticifo theph by hg^iig them over and over 
igain, by mesusa of the fmall modi^ of fh^jp^ t^hkh t 

t cfoftantly carried in my poc^ ; every rifble fumifluAg lea^rri^^ 
mfllcient on whkh h> tsslend and manoeuvre the opponent fleets 
pleafos^ V and Wh«re p^ery Vtav^queftion, both with re^}^ 
to fru4tic«it))iad nmveimnt, even of urmy fodHdgoat ih^b as Veil 

' «s. 



AS thcmlfetves, coiil^ be Ammadvettt^! oti y — *n this vJay 

^xing Attd iHUbliilung iKiy- oyfft but ahV eii> 

abling man^ latidfiuen to f<»rm at jtidgtnetlt with to tb^ 

iub^^ of Tallies at» ’wdl jut tuylbhl ' 

, Q^cn, si^n t;hc% occa0on5, I had been prefled to publlfh^ my 
tdea^ 'and had certainly donn &> h»i^ liefere, h»id>it not been for 
two objft^timidi bc^ of which yrere of great weight with me. i. 
Not being a profefliional man^ and havkig even to learn m^ny oi 
the fea tetms» ^|.jthdught ^ch « work from toe would come verv ' 
iU Having always employed my mind in me- 

dbahical ftttd^ps, ii^d m drawing cmly.t I f^nid rayfelf cxtienicly 
deficient, tdo, in the art of Writm^i ^ I bad therefore wiiheil tef 
find fomc pFvnfelEof^l ieaman, who, approving of my ideas, would 
either commtmicate to tlie public, or opoix means of get^ 
ting th«^ ^tended to in the Nav^^ 

hi 

At lall, however, I j(pund myf^ irrefifMbiy impelled, by the 
melancholy amounts oi the trapfluStions jtvhich followed the .'Jth 
j whtpi Ai^aiiral 0*EAvas, inifoad of enteringi^ 
cite Lord 4vhkh he could 

havfe ij^ne *w|^. p^Ki$0i.^j6aiOf uat^^n^ilMly followed Count de 
to apato^ not Icfs fe^e anti un-* 

l4*^ad himfolf obliged to 
ad4%«?s^iie anpy to their fate ^ 
not icr^ffortanti * but fcr 
heppen«d on the lo& of the iflaud 
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<>f ’Mlnoj'eat alxundoncd by* the unfortunate Adimr4 By no 

in 1>J5C. 

In proftaUioii of my tadical ideas at the ttmey put in motion 
V. 103. 105. 176. bythe hriAtusis upon I.ord Kbpipel’s caigagement, on the 27th 
of Jidy 17 78, now twenty-fix years ago, I had inittfe coufideraUe 
progrofi in forming dugronnts for illuftrating the attack from, the lee- 
ward, as appearing to me to be both new, and a manoeuvre of gi eater 
ingci\iu*y than tl»e attack fiom tlie windward j when it occurred 
P. 23. v<t. 24. thai, in coinpoling an Eflay on Naval Tadics in gea(n‘al, it would 
be needfary to begin by faying fotnetliing, 1 , Ott the mediod of 
r. 27. atuitk in the cafe of fingle Jhips ; |bn the mode of bringing 

ra number of ilup8,or that of great fleets, to^adion ; and I had, by 
way of 1 iluC ration, ^made a colJedioa of engagemeius which Jtad 
P* ^4. jiD. formerly taken place, fiich as that of Admiral Matthews in 
' that of Admiral Bync in I7i>(), and of Lord Keppki^’s 

in 1778, &c. } lowhichrwcrc added, plans, with obfervations, 
founded upon defpatchcs from the dcveral^ Admirals. And laying 
hold of an opportunity rfo read this Eflay \o a number of genile- 
*Tnen affembled on purpole, it was fo^ much approved of, that I 
vus encouraged to fuuih it inuneJiatciy, that, being pnbliihed, it 
might be of fome ufo th very critical fituatlon we were 
‘brought into by this lafr mhifortune and*difgrace of. our fleets in 
the mouth of the Chefapeitk. 

H i<js. Tlie^lttack from the Iceward,^^!! is trfte, was the rail b%«h to' 

I»C wrotel But as ihc roatiiriafa of tltc attack frcpi the windward^ 

Wro 
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were in gteat<^r fonvardnefo* it ivaa dctenumcd that tins part oi 
th^iubj(?£t, the attack, from the windwaid, Should be firft exedut-* 
ed ^ and accordingly, after getting it liniilit’d with as great ij'Xfed as 
poflible, it was publilhed lay the ift of' January 17S2. A tew ro 
pies, only 50 in number, were printed, and handed about among 
frienda; fonjn copies 1 rook the lUicrty to prefent to protelTibnal 
^wen. Very fbon, however, I fottnd that my Ivlfem, fo far as n 
then went, lu^ excited a good deal of attention ; ar^d I was mmh 
gratihecl by the many ftmeril-ig letters of approbation which I re- 
ceived, not only fioin men of letters, but from naval rWfjceis of 
diftingmlhed o^erit, and of the higheft rank. Thus encouraged,' 
t was ad\nfed to fehd copies to his Majest v’s Minifters at the 
time, which in Spring and my opinloas, if jull, mv 

doubt delerved tlie immediate attention of Govemroent. 

Our aflaii-s at fen fpbn after took a different rum ; and I have 
buefe hi*d the great fatisfaaiont to fee, by the adoption ot my fyf- 
tem^^ a decided and permanent fiipytority given to our fleets. I 
iball lay nothing, in this plactj, of tire bnlKant enterpnle of I.ord 
Hood for the relief »f St Chriftophurs, the account of which 
arrived at^it this time. ^ 'I be public joy on this gloiious occal'ml 
had not lubfided, when intelligence came of tJie mcinorable .and 
glorioui^viagry gained by Eord the i2tJi Aprif p ,4 

;'|R2 ; 4 viatiry^ far more deeilive and imporunt ih«i any which 
had been /gained by our fleeta during the laft century. The 
general expkatkin wwesecij^yet and flattered rayflglf 1 could 
dtfti#|y^ei:ewv^,'even froni ^the firft of the* engage- 
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ut, that the vi^ory jvus owinjj; to tite adoption of my, fyflem f 
and ofi>c<.iaIly to the man(x:u\ic of cutting^ the ciicmy^s line in at- 
Lukiftg fiom the leeward. 

fth'CroRGE RoONr'i htmfcJf, when he at lived in Britain^ 
ma^e no Liuple ni .u'knowledge, tJiat I had 1‘uggeftcd the man- 
ixnvres by which he liad gained the vidtory of ths liJthof April 
I 7 Si*. I ni^ hero alfo be permitted to oblcTve,,tliat although 
S.i C^roRor iiioiild be fuppoled to ha\c tiad the merit ot ad- 
opting jthe mantvuvie by which he gained the vidlory <»f the 
j cth Aptli wdtliout any jnevUms fuggeftion oi knowfedge 

c>i my idca^ upon the lubjccl, tlill y un{>oihhle to deny the 
eflicicy of tlic method ; and* the fyfteni o*a which it proceeded 
lAight ha\ c rema1ncd^unknQW'i\ and unexplained ; And perhaps it 
would not have been followed in other infhmce.^, not my 
F flay attradJed the notUe of the Navy; for ’'the manceuvre w as 
lb new and uncommon, and fo little agreeable to the formtr prac- 
tice, Uiat its adoprion by 5i^ Oeorok Rookey, as -well as its 
conleqiicnces in that inftance, muft* naturajly have been alcrihed 
to accident or good foriune, more clpccially as Sir Geo roe 
Thtd not, on former occalions, dcpaitcdv ^rom the old rule? j and, 
in bit> defpiatch<» giving an account of this vidtory, made no allu- 
Bon to the manoeuvre as a new one, from^ which he# fiadi^ antece- 
dently expedled fuch efle^$ ; foi; whitli reafon^ thbugh I 
not prelume to ‘eftimate tlie merit, or put p, value on the invent 
rion*a^ ofjlignal uie to ij<y country, 1 will not dilguife the latisffto 
tion, and even the confi^tioh I have, in thinking%(in wliid^j(,hav® 
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Eeen joiftfetl by pa any) tbdt 1 hav-e been the sneaJis pf Intrcxlucvig. 

which has given to tb,c' Britifh Tkets that 
eVmeik over their enemies, to wJwcK the gallantry and 

ikift of the officet?^ and fticn, ai^d the coftftiu<^ion and foice of 
the Ihtp^ alway$ entitled them. 
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^fie ^mWinder'^is requijied to NoUJt, tha^ ibtd^t^iattfreimme^ 
diaieh fhllbx^uig tins is Jits^rong thaHked, 

^Inflead of by it flioul^d be exjiifidered as <4 
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^ The Plates to be 'placed facing the refpe^iVe pages of tJie 
Work marked upon the top of each Plate ; and fo folded, that 
tliey may turn out to the right faan^ and tlic Engravings h^ jlU 
beyond the margin of the lcttcr*-jhcfs« 



TACTICS, 


FA R T I. 

intr 5 dx?ctiqr 

U PON Inquiring* into tbo tranli^9JlS «»£ the Briti£h Navy, 
dm'ing the two laft waj?av‘ as the, preient % it ii. 

rcmaikable» that, when fingl^ iilyps ha^ encountered one ciu- 
otber, or when two, ,br even tliree, have been engaged of a Gdc, 
Bridflt'’ ii^rnen, icf ious on' ^erv occ^ahon, have ncvei 

;.faHed to exhibit inibamce^ Of ikllfuf feanfanflyp, intrepidity, and 
pet feveranee^j y®t, when teVt, tweti'i|jr', , ijr thirty great tbips have 
heeo aijenabh'd, and Foinaed in it i* equally remark- 

fe' , able. 


I II II. II . -'ir, 1111,11 III I MWiMtwiW rf i tf to l i 

‘ prefi^t wai^ is undefnoO<j’"^»e vwsf-y tJnti’ ^a£t L, i.ip^ 

78 1 , ht<nicclyitely.a€titr the fiittlsinalei: of laiiJd Comvpailis’t 
arn^y, coiqrqucjiQ^^ of WjjfacisiSfrfu^ rurcotnitvT*^ ith the' 

fleet off tJie nifmth of dirf few'wpt^s only were prmtc.t, 

at that time diii:#aMtti?i^-(j^pflg'Xwu 



I 


tactics. 

• ^ 

ibi5, that, in no one inftance, has ever a proper exertion been 

made,, any thing memorable achieved, or even' a fhip loft or won 
on either lide 

n 

^Whoever ftudies the lilftory of tlie times, will borconvinced of 
the truth of both tliele afliertious. But many, without properly 
attending to the firft, acknowledge, and endeavour to account for, 
the laft, by iniiniuting, that as our featnen, whatever they were 
in ft Hiper times, are now, in no relpttt, preferable to thofe of 
our rivals, 'it would be aljfiird to expe<ft from them a greater 
degree of exertion ; and that the fhips^erf’ our enemies, being bet- 
ter conftmtied, have had it alw^^ in their power to avoid an 
dhgagement, by* outfailing us. wAs*thcfe opinions, nnhappily, 
have already had lob inucb influence, even among feamen, it 
will be partly the buflnefs of the following Tt^tile to fliow, tliat 
they are ill-founded j and that it, is neither to any abatement of 
Ipirit in our m6n, nor even to any fault in the conftrnclion of 
our Ihipping, that the want of fuccefs in tjie late great fea-battles 
ought to be attributed. 

From our infuliSr fitUaliori, we are led to avail ourfclves of a 
'naval force, in fome flich ftianncr, as tlut in whic{i alU ani als 
are direilcd to make ufe the *weapt *ns or talents* with which 
nature lus furnifhed them, whether for llipport or deltncc. 


' Why 

im ? i ■■ ' i iW> > 

’ 'Nbfidilix the msaiacuMCi* oil M Chtiiiophus, iioi^tJn; msxttorjbjte 

1 2 th of Apiil, took place till die fpiiiig foll«\uiig! • ‘ 
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1 N T R O D U C T I O 

i 

Why the efftift of this yropenfity to fca afTaln was not more 
confpicuous iu the earlier part of our liiftory, may be accouht ’l 
for likewife from our infular fituatioru OccupicJ with djl’pntes, 
while dividcxl into two kingdoms, our attention was withheld 
from the reft of Europe; and, feparated as an lliand, we wcie* 
much lefs ^he objtj^t of foreign interference ; But, as forfli as 
thefe internal difputes- began to fubfide, which in a great mea- 
I'ure they did, from the influence tlrat the hope of fucceeding 
Elizabeth hat! upon I\1arv Queen of Stots, and her fon 
James, this naval difpofitioa broke foith with irrcfiftiWg force ; 
and, clievilhed by fncccflive improvements in commerce, evciy 
obftm£lion being removed by the Union of tlie twm kingdomt., 
it lias produced eft'eifts whicb,^ have djeen the admii'ation of the 
worlcL 

It is obvious thisft^from the greater extent of coaft, number cd 
bays, dangerous ferries, and f^pm the various fea-carriage whic.h 
our produce confequently requireur, a* greater portion of our peo- 
ple muft be bred to a; feafarifigl^- than is neceftavy iu otl^er na- 
tions. From thefe, oaufes, as well as. the tempeftuous na- 

ture ofr our feas, rapidly of dur tides, and inconftancy of enu 
climate, it may be expected, that our framert, bciHles lx,'ing nu- 
tperous^ ought at the fame titne tp. ^acquire couisige and dexterhy 
fufScient to* encounter fhe di^Ctil^^l to wlxicli they mult una- 
voidably and cdnftantly be esCpofl&d'j and that, from a combina- 
tion of all thefe cireumftance% a national character will arii’e, 
diftinguifhed by a bardy ajid perifevering intrepidity, , which,, 
without fryth c^'es, coa never exift. » 

B & A* 



N A V A I. T A C T I C S. , * . 

A ipi'epofl’effion in favour of on^’s countrymen is both nafural 
aui. 1 [ commendable ; but, .wiiere they have uiiclcit.'.kcii and uni- 
formly hicceedod in great and gloiious, chliei*pn/e.% it does not 
retjuirc the influence of national prejudices to cfjucjude that they 
aic diAinguifbcd by an extraordinary chacafler. V^^hether this 
TiKiy have arileii entirely from the caid^ above eq.umerated, or 
in Ibine degree aljfo from the miture oiT <mr government, is not 
the objeft c£ our prefent inquiry : it is faffiqtmt, for the purpofe 
of fills Kfl'ay, that fijch a character is actuary hjund to *exilt iu 
this 

c , ‘ 

During the reign of ELiZABET'Bj^inot to dwell upon the fi- 
inous expeditions of I!>R'ak.K'* ,CAik;|WDJ“ii^ Norris, rmd die Earl 
df CuMBERi,A Jffi), for wblctf we refer to our belt hillorians*, 
where caii a more iflullrious example, of nav:il« Ikill be met wirli, 
than the coiuduxSl dilplayed in the defirnCU«»i of the Spanish 
Aum ADA ? in W^hich we nttay.obf^rve that the prudence of hiilnin- 
iirg a defeuee, by luffirrtng'that iminenfc armament lo wallc its 
force in a contention with tire and waves, w^as no lei's con- 

fpiqueus than, the intrepidly writh which the repeated attacks were 
made. — S ir MARTljsf shir’s e^jloitsqid dcadi l^fpre the 

harbour of Brcll rdfledl. additional glory on his qjuutrymen.— Nci- 
*ther ought tlic ^Ipirited bei^our of Jamls Lancastij^r before 
Femambuco,' in the Brazil^ to be forgotten. Seehig the foore 
lined with great munbers of foe enemy, be . olxlcred, , his qaien fo 
row ^htstr boats with fuch violence aguinil die ihorc, as to fplitv 

foem 

I I . I I I f, H I, . ; 

* ilu^> .I|iU,qi 74 Chup., 51 . S'if 53* 4*0 cJit. 
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them in phocs. I5y ttais bold a€lion he'bQjh dcpiivcJ hh men oi' 
,,all hope <>r r't"rainj 5 , Ofdela by vi<Slory* and terriliod tire ciiemy^ 
who fil'd after -a (lio'tt ' reliftaucc. — ^We may alfo mention isio 11- 
cond cntetpiUV »ic fUdiz, when Essex threw his hat into tlie fea. 
-—But the true chara<3:cr of the Britiih iailor is lb juftly tlif'pl »y- 
ed in the ohO^hiats^ t^iftajicc tiiadc by SriE. Richarj> ORCiv- 
in a againfl a numerous SpanhK fleet, as de- 

feribed by hii* llaMEy'that an acccjfunt of the aCtion /hall here be 
given In the very We^s of that great lu£bQrip.n. 


Eoro*1Iow ARD ’b€^ng &m with a fquadron of jfeven lh'p> 
to 'inticaoc^ tlic \Vi^ jScet, was attacked by a Spaniih 

“ fqttodron of 'fifty-five fail.^ 'By dte 'cOuragcotis obflinacy of 
** Sir Richard OftEENVil.r^E tfeo Vice-wfXdmilal, who rtfuied 
** to make fail with the rtift of fbe fqytadroa, one Ibip w’as taken, 
** b«ng the llrft En^ti^^man of war dpit h^nd fallen into the hands 
“ of the* Spaniards. This atHon of Sik RfOtiARp GuErNvu.LE 
is !!■» lingular as to merit a more*f>aTti<Sttlar delcrlpdou. He 
** was engaged aloh^ arith the Spanilli fleet, of fi&ySve 

which htkd^ ihou^d men board ; and from tho 
“ time thh feg^t bei^b, which was about i^iree in the afternoon, 
to the brf ak of 'day next morning, Jie repuUed the enemy fif- 
“ teen times' thou^ U^t^ lwid cofifi^Rtally SUlfttd their vellcls, ’ 
** and boarded wdth 'frelh men* * Itt fcb# beginning of the a^flion, 
** he hithfblf received a 'vtrouni^ but he continued doing his duty 
** above deak till eli*veu,itt night, when^ receiving^ a frclli wound, 
he ws^ carried ^lowu to be dtetled. * 


** JCfuringktlus opemdon, 1^ received a /hot id the hcaiT ; and 

“ the 



i* jlic rurj|!;cnti was liis fitle. The r'.npjlilli began now 

“ to want powclcr ; aU tlieir arm.^ were brpke .or become uh’Icfs i 
** of Iheir number, which was but a Imndi*e<l and three at, ilrft, 
“ forty were killed, and. alinoft all the. rejl woiuulcd ; their inafl'-s 
boat overboard, their tackle cut in pieces, and nothing 
“ but a hulk leit, unable to move One wty of; otfier. In this lt~ 
.** tuation. Sir Richard pi'opofed. to the fhip’a- company to triift: to 
“ the. mercy- of ^od, not to that of the Spaul^ds, and to deftroy 
thiO Ihip, with themfeWf^s* rather than yield to the enemy. The 
r '•* maficr-gunner, and many of the feamen, agi'ccd to this delpe- 
“ rate rclblution ; but others oppofed it, and obliged GreenviM.E 
‘f to furrender himlelf prifbner. died a few days, after ; and 

“ hi.s laft words were, **. ilere*’d’c I Richaj^id OrebNVIlle, 
w’ith a joyful and <.|uiet mind, for that 1 have ended my life as 
** a true Ibldier ought to do, fighting for his country, his Queen, 
** religion, and houQur. My foul yyilling^ departing this body, 
leaving behind the laiHing fame of having behaved “as every 
** valiant .Ibldier is in duty bound to do,” 'flie Spaniards loll in 
*♦ this Ibarp, though unequal adlion, four Ihips, and about a 
“ thouikdd men ; and Ck«.EENvin,E’s- veilel heffelf peiifhed Icpn 
after, witli two^huiitlrod Spaniards on board 

. It would be"' endl.efe to;r«enumerate ^ pvery acliicAfemont, where 
tire capture, ajlmqft of ;.€v«y fhip,'. mufl have fumilhed materials 
for a particular panegyric. : • Mr .Hume,’ m treating of. this fub~ 
jei-l,* exprelles, himiblf . in the following, manner: .** In. every 
a£Uon, the £ngUf^ though thfcy had ,^ng enjoyed ^idomeftic 
“ peace, dilcovered a. j^ong military difpofition*^ and tliie .Queen, 
““ though herfetf- a • hwqine, found snore frequOpt occctfion to , 

** reproach 

1 1. 1 tan BWBiB»a< »*.-Jii,x jjww'g? u aiwi i y wm i m t tp i 1. 1 m n n - i m w i, 

Sec Hiitme'sHiftr ch; .43- fitft edit. 4 to. 



r NTROD 



N. 


1 1 


reproach her Genei*als for enrouraging their tomciity, tJjan foi 
'♦ coyntenancing their fear or caution.** However inttch* Ki.t- 
y.vBETH nright wiih to* temper the ardour of Iv- r fubjc\*ls on 
ibtuc occafious, on others flie does not feem to l>c wanting in 
her endoavfiifrs to roufe their fpirit fufficiently ; for, in a har.iiigue 
iHjfore Parliament, when ii>eakiag of the Spanifh ArwaLfa^'\i\ii 
fiid, “ J3ut I am informed, that when he, Philip, attcm}>tctl this 
“ laft invafioii, ibmc uj>on the fea-coaft forfook ihcir tov-n lied 
“ up higher into the country, and left all naked and exnr'lc<l« 
“ to his entrance ; but I fwear luito you, by God, if I kne-v 
“ thofc perfons, or may know of any that ih.dl do lb hcrc.iftor, 
** r will make them feel what^dt is to be fo fcaiful in lo urgent a 
** caule. ’* ^ 


Notwlthftanding ?^e great attendbn which Ej.itsabetii gave 
to the N*avy, yet, at her deccafd, it cQnlifted of forty fmall thipa 
only, of which number fgur diet tiot exceed forty guns, 
and but two of thele amounted to a thoufand-tons ; twenty- 
tlwce tiUiers were below five hundred^tons ; t>f the reft, fome 
were of fifty, and fbmo ^^ven did not ex^eetl. twenty tons ; and 
the vrhole number of guiisS l-ieloiiging* to this fleet was 77+. If. 
fuch brillhxiit and glorioua^^lions performed by fo iuconlf- 

derabie a force,' Y'hit might wo hbt e&pc£t from our navy in its 
prefent flate ? For the honour of thfe Englifo at that time, it mull 
he remarked, that, tvhile the Royal Navy coniifted of thole ‘forty 
drips bhiy, fo grt^t wtjp the national Ipirit, and fo much w^as it\ 
nnitctl, that rfir iitfinitc ifombcr of other Ihips o/" war wg^ foon 
filled our, as^wcll by private.g^nilcnten, at their own cxpcuce, as 
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by ilic difiTciont fea-ports. Thus, the ill cofictjrtcd % but fbrmi»« 
tljh\ attempt of the Armada^ by f.urhci excitiu^ the 

itfentmcnl, anti afitirdiiig tlic greater Qccaiion of gratifying die 
nnlitary geniu> of the nation^ now about tins period lirft fbri- 
ouJW e\t‘jted in naval cntcrprlle* fnay be laid ts» liav« laid the 
foundation for that renovm, ever iince» has been main- 

» dnt.d with lb great fpirit. , 

* t^ne would have thAiight, however, that the Naval force fhould 
net have iucicalbd ftmeh during the icign of b i.iy.ABFXii’s fut- 
cebbr J\Mi s, when it is conhdored, diat die praddee of the Eng- 
Kfli jnci chants then was to cany <vi their trade in foreign bot- 
tomt. ; ytt, from tha 1 7«g, when the number of feamcn, upon 
a coinput jtiou, amounted to l 1,3^^ tmtU thjsf* year i6io, at the 
< .Lu Lining of the domeilic troubles, that ni&abcr was found to be 
niphd. 

« 

After an inteivtd of twelve years, the IButch war was the next 
ogc<?fion of a farther dil|»lay of our Neval eharaCtcr. Biit,'<it 
ih’iH be obfeivfd, while the Fu^HlIi Icamen had been lb 

often engaged, ^and gCner^ly fuccelsfiil, in the leflbr battles, or 
faihei t tcrpiifes, yet* tilbilbw, dtey had never been trfed in die 
grcat-i, where A jiumbw*' of Ihips weie ad^'mhJed togl^ber. 
Howcvc/, iheir Wodted Infrepidity, far fiom fotlakiDg them 
on this new anil une^pesritynced oicafion, •Ibemed to be augm<mt> 
td, or rather exaked to a Hate Of ctuhtifi^llic jfurjr^, which 

was 


See Nate A. 
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vra§ fupportetl widi an ttftremitting perfe^twancc during the 
of thrtie drcadiiil iwnrs; in the fiirft of -^^^hich we had nine pift:h- 
cd hiil^tes i in tlie fecond ; and in the third hot lefs thin live 
alio ; making in aW nineteen general engagements ; in one of* 
which the fight 'Wnaa teftewed fc>r thtee- 3,ddItional days fucceilive-. 
ly ; in another ifot: two diiye 5 aitd in a tdiind for <jtte day ; which 
may tairiy he ftated other ^ ^Mgagemisnes ; making, when 
taken ttogether> days of g^nt^ral a^Atons.* And, what 

"Would now be cfcifhfidered as iidl6niot!s ami impraflicahle, many 
of the officers appoWed to the cetmtiaHd of thelc fleets had 
never been in fea-fervicc till they were jpafl. the skge of foity, 
and ibme evoh rtf’ fifty jDf lafl number was Blake, 

who, although tmtowned fop'thc tc&tnf obftinatis battles he liad 
been engaged iny |»tllieiiha^ thaf in fite Downs, where he had 
no more than did not reftife the edmbat when 

attacked by focty-twb^^ps of the enemy^ led <m by the great 
Van Trump. Yet £or nothing W8» he inore conlpicuons thajx 
for his patriotic virtue. When Jn oppofil^n to the party then 
in power, ** It is fliir oitf duty, ” laid he- to the leathen, ** tx> 
** fight for out cotthtxyy into , Miatelfer hands the govemm^ent 
** may fidl. 

In ah of. thefe cnteifiri^, Vtiffi the Spaniards or fhfc 

Xhitejfl, Whedxcr in maldxig ^ 6n cattles, flups in har- 

bours, br encountcrihgtfliip ffify in dofe aftion, and formed 
in lln^df'battle, we fhall find the BrhiCb feameh, whether equal 
or In%dto in lyimbet, vl^Iorious or worfled, invariably fired wit!* 
fuch fc'nthufviftk coura^, that ffiefb bathes, dtbugh not always. 

/‘C decilive. 
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tk<\ri\c, were ^^oaftantljr 'inarkod -with flrong cfIcCt ; ten, twenty, 
t’niiy, or more lliips, being taken or tl^royed, trvo thouikad 
nn.n kHlcd, and as many taken piiftmers. 

I'hcrcfore, without derogating from the gallant behaviour of 
the Dutch, which was equally dilplayed in thole ^ars, we ai*e 
bound, liom thefe proofs and examples, to believe, tliat Britilh 
k’anicn ai'e, by n4ture or habit, endued with a peculiar, extra- 
ordiu.uy chara(5ler» And» though the fpirits of the people might 
have I'lJen, for a little time, depre0ed by the unfortunate battles 
of iieachy-hoad and Bautry-hay, which were fouglit fomo time 
after ; yet the natural impreffions, fb jufUy iit fivour of our 
f^amcn, foon recovered ,otuc confidence ; which was fo much in- 
creafed by the battle pff La. Hogue, that, many years afterwards, 
the victories off Malaga and Meffina wtro thin^ to be expected 
of couife. 

The long intervals between thefb. actions, and that of tlic war 
J743, uowlfe abated the fanguine impreiCons relpc^ing our fea- 
»uen. Much effeA was Ajpcitctl from the powerful fleet fei* 
into the Meditcn*aQean\mder the connnahd of Matthews and 
Lestock, who encouttteredi the combined fleets of France and 
Spain on the I itli of Februs^ 1744f« Byt, intending aftciWards to 
give a more particular delcnpition 6f this affair, wp lliaJI only add, 
that Matthews, who commanded, accompanied with the Marl- 
borough and Norfolk, his two feconds a-heiid and a^ftexh, together 
^itli the Berwick in another place,* broke put from the line of 
battle, got within, a proper diflance, and f&ught tAnth great brave- 
ry ; but, being ill fgppoitod by theyreft *of the fleetf little more 

was 
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was done, than to Ovow what cannon-ilib^ at a I'eafonablc ,icUiv 
tajtce, might cffe^ The two Admirals mutually acuiled each 
other; and Matthews, in conJequence of a trial, was^brokc. 
But the late King, without attending to the luce diilin<Stious which 
had determined Court-marrial, and being iatUhed that, the 
Admired had* bdhillld like a brare man, refufed to confirm *the 
ientence. 

Happily Tome ‘other mor^ opportunitiea offered, 

during tlic courfe of this war, in which; having a greatelt iupe* 
riority, we were more fhcce^fiii. Thcle were, the capture of die 
May fleet by Admiral Ha'A'KB x thejrbyage round the world by 
Lord Ansoin ; hU bold attack of the AnSpnlcp fhip, fo much 
his iuperior in force ; lus capture bC fix Fihxich fhipa of die line 
and Indiamca in O^^ob^** ' 

Thefe, with the unremitting exerdons In die many leflcr fea** 
combats, removing the ^il inipri^Stons ms^ by the mifotrriage 
in the Mediterranean,* we flilt flattered otirfelves that the glory 
of the Bridfh flag watt yot untamUhet!^ 

Buty h& thftt as it may^ we cotda widiout ibmc emotion^ 
recal to mind thofe ti^mendt^ aiii| glorious battles with the 
Dutch, in which the 1|>iritedrand i^erdons of our feamcn 

had (>ecri fb juidy cdht;^*at 0 fl, dtat,*when the laft; war broke out, 
our''nu|icte'were fo p^poflell^ %idi. enthuflaflie' pairt|alit]f, that 
ihefn Wei^* but ^ our counttymen who did uot firmly belieV\( 

atid truflr, th^t; if one l^ridlh fidl^ was not a i^atch for ,two of 
the enemy, he was art leadft b xcry fttjperiof being* 

C 3 
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« How great, then, n^i^tbe cUfiqppoinAnwnt of the nation, when 
it was known, that A^urtural Byno, commandlr^ e Britiih 
cf hifJitrioF force, in a> general engagement with tlie FreiKh* 
without lofing a ihip, ahflpioft without the lofs of a man,. Jbalf of 
kie .<ieet not havlog fe-edi a fkoiv had. adhaowledged tunifW 
worfleci, hy flying «» Gihrakar, abandunii% ^illborca, and leav-> 
ing the garrifbn H |he mwey of the enemy, who were tken^ 
maileis of the fea t 


' Alc^wMle, it ie wadk aflonifhmerdr that wc mnift remark. the 
Innumerable leSbr eooi^fbs dunng the courfe of this war, w|ieve 
exanrples of pesfevwdiig<iCOua^igc ajad ^juttog in^pidUty were in^ 
variaUy c^Jubije^fciia.{lli^«te as well aa publhs fierVlce, and gene- 
roHy of fuck that one of txl^ ^ oombatants, of necef- 

fity, was obliged to ftrike* •<> A complete^ catali^gtio of which, howw 
ever acc^Xable, would be too great for the b^neb Of tins work. 


ib sn»A browned, i^udkeid^ tl^ foveral fortnuiios and important 
occa£k>ns ocoiasredr dudeg eenmfo of dib war, where f;ium~ 
bers of, dS^ips Were aiTemblddi partIcuMy th^ of with 

CoNFLANs i bvit then' the enemy, though nearly cfqoaf, after 
di&overing great ^want of diltotmioaidon, fairly ran away, with- 
out coming td an eogagam^^ had a great *fopeido«H 

xity Oft. all thefo oc qa fiooa, eoco^dag the One now mentioned, tho> 
decifion that took placo, by means of thoact wiM. n^ti;er 

deftroy the fomewf the gontfual obfervadoi:>|^ 

^ * JT# 

Again, while we wapadc thae wcatdMil^l' esteailofts, and"^ eon<x 
ftant fucceis, sittepdihg the. lefter yooflikPtSF wlulc \\c retxtath 

how' 
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how ssvyic^y h«|Rr Qux fhipt- been put to fev|.ic* 

txis^' bjf e2C|tQjM^ in all wectthorey, durinjg the ilonns oi: 

■wwXeK». <b« enemy dacuig; to fat oat tiualr hea«i& * ; w la0x, .''f- 
ter recolledlion,. we^/rewuurk, that, to the numerous boUly and 
faceeisjlu! enterpEjie 9 « pcrfoimed during tHe JdH 

s; 4K> yeiub, odd thjait. 'otup enein^ luwe^ duly tibe iiagle diigtdce 
whwh bc&l u& at df^thatn tO actt^teibalwQce io grea^ au -ac* 
eoiAptk 0kouid we opt at the fame rime reapark, jdiat boaried 
intrepidity, thi«» pi»fevezing couaag^ <ii Briri£h feaiaaeo, iuis never 
once been brought to trini, whore Itt'WOtrid have beem bif the* 
gro»tej^ iuiporUnce; ri)n|: is« in tho" greabur engagexlaioatai of 
which) heeeuie riri« i^p^peerlty SMWfSis h^ an opportunHry of 
bd^ng difplayed) the hsts al^raye been th^ iam»% namely, 

tliat, in akridbne). our ;^«ete, iht the twQ laft wain and the 
prefeuty have beeo Ur^nurii^' haii^ i&ay w<»fted> without having 
' ever loft a ihi^) or iihiyvft xiMinf4i> 

• o 

f 

While we neniMtfIx, eirtriii|pj||ftn^^ V it not evident, and 
wih it not be adnutMi** riwit dhe eif riuree thh^ xhoft be the 
eiflber tha^ mut ' esMcoiy^ th« jl^i^ebk aexpured a ^perior 

knowiedgev have adopted' ibme new fyiteina td mana^ng gr^ 
fleets,, n^ot ^own, or not attended^ to by us ? or * 

thatt^^on {ho pther h«uri|*vise> hw io foUowipg fl>ine 

oUL< 


' . > »■ V g B ^fl .i Tr , ■ , Mi . n* .!. « 

w * • 

v< Aitadiag W iqMhtfh o€ Bririfli ftlps idf !diftnyduiin^\ 

th« htft ta^vat^^fT'^ ajioriaaa- eC ia wintet 

weU^afi in fumin^t. 
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V)ltl method, or Infl'fdtllons, whicli, from kiter improvement, 
ouglit to liave been rcjei£Vt'd ? Or, ladly, that thefe mifearriages, 
lo oft eb, and, fatally repeated, muft have proceeded from a want 
of fpirlt In otu' feanojen ? 

But as, from the many inflances given, botli of public and 
•private exertion, the^fnind muft revolt at this lall fuppofition, it 
follows, that th<>fe repeated mifeaniages muft: 'have pioceeded 
If oil) one or other of the two iirft, or from both ? 

i- 

During the courle of the wars with the Dutch, bc'lorer.men- 
tioiied, much improvemettt, was made* partiv-ularly in the inven- 
tion of fignals, , But the naval inlfruiflions then framed, al- 
though founded upon experience and obfervation, and though 
dicy might be admirably fitted for fighting iy narrow feae, where 
thole battles were fought ; yet, from later experience, it will be 
found, that they -have bcen*but ill qualified for bringing on ah 
aflion with a fleet of French fhips# unwilling to Hand a fhock, 
having fea-room to range in at pleafure,* and defirous to play 
off pf de^nce^ iong ftudied with the greateft atteh- 

tion. 

But if it were poffiblelhat there could have remained a doubt 
of the truth or force of tnefe obfer vations bef®re the breaking 
out of the prefent vv:ar^ ■will .liot this douM be refolved, if,,thcy 
fhall W confirm'ed by every cafe that hatf followed Imc^^ who- 
/tlier we confider the intrepidity and .exertion, fq coufpicuous in 
.the lelTer confiifts, or the defe<ft of dbndufl and addrefs, fo pal- 

p^Ie 
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pable in mofl. of the greater engagements, although, at the fftin* 
time, our Admlrak, whether by good fortune, by llcUful fearnau- 
fliip, or by permifTion of the enemy, have never failed, off every 
occafion, to acquire tlieir wilh, viz. the circumliance of lacing to 
windward ; eiccepdng, i)\deed, on thofe occafions, wliere • tlic 
French have chofen to keep fineh an advantage, without avail- 
ing them (elves of it j' a circumftance which is plainly a confir- 
mation -that their fyflem or mode .'is "different ffofn ours, and 
that they are uniformly determined never to be brought to make 
tlic attack, if it can be avoided. 

From all which thefe three conclyffona will naturally follow, 
j/?. That, in bringing a fingle Ihip to dole iiOlion, and in ronduil- 
during that a^^lion, the Britifh feamen have never been e.Tcelled ; 
SrfT)', Tliat the iaftruj^ttcJiis, (by which* is meant the method hither- 
to pra<£iiled of arraiagiiig great fleets^ lb as to give battle, or to 
force our enemy, the Frehch, to battle upon eqrjal terms), 

after fo many and repeated tnids, having b^n found urffuccefiful, 
muff be wrong 1 And, on the other hand, the French 

having repeatedly and unifbciTily foUbwejl a which has 

conftantly the effe£t intended, they therefore mull have adopted 
fome new Tyllem, which we have not difeover^d, or have not • 
yet profited Iw the dilcbVtey. 

' Bnt, it may be' Have thd French ever efieiled^ any 

thing d^cUive againft lis? Have tJtey- ever, in any of thefe 
rencounters,' takcyi any <rf Ovu’* ffiipS ?• Flave they ever, pre^umillg^ 

ipon 
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upon thoir iuporirtf fkIJl, rfared to make die attack ?■— No. ^ut, 
coniid^nt in their fc^ferior knowledge in NaAral .Tadlics, and rely- 
jjig on oor want of penetration, they have eonftantly ofiered 
n*. banJc to leowaTxl, trufting that our headlong courage would 
hurry us on to maOko the cuftomary attack, though at a dilad- 
vantage almoft beyond the power of calculation ; the confo- 
tpietices of which liavc always been, and always will be, the 
faine, as long as prejudices prevent us from difcerning either the 
impro^’craetits made by the cmemy, or our otvn blunders. 


To be completely victorious canned always be in our power j 
but, to be conChmtly baffled, and repeatedly dented the fatisiac> 
tion of retaliation, almoft on every occafion, is not only iharne- 
ful, but, in truth, has been the cattfe of all our late misfor- 
tunes. *** 

« 

Before concluding this pftit of the fubjctSl, It may be proper 
fuiihcr to ’bbferve. That, though our apgrehenfions of fuffering 
in character end import^cc, as a Naval Power, might hswe 
been very great at the breaking* out of the war with the Colo- 
nics, from an idea tihat the recent increafe of that import -i nee 
bad arifen alone from the growth of thefo Colonies ; jyct, fioin 
experience, from the gre^t.. exertions ftiade, and from the con- 
tinuance of the vsrskr itfelf« it, has been clearly proved, that that 
incroafe muft h^ve axUhn l^:Om othor refourecs, which will every- 
day more and more be found to cxift in the MotherrCountry 
heifelf At the fame time, from that fup'erior .vixerdou, fo cem^ 
fOaatly and gloribufly exlubited by our feamen in the iefler con^- 

fflai, 
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Hi<^* as well during the courfe of die prefent as of the two 
laft wars, wc may reft fadsfted that ' the chataiiter of d^ Bii- 
tifh tar is not In the leaft dcbofed, but ftiii as predominant as ibr- 
racrly. 

Hcnco, if t!ie American Colonies ftxall accompliili dicir wiftied- 
fojc feparation, Britain, by her force being more colleifed, and 
with tliefe rcfources, will yet be more powerful titan ever. 


1 > 


NAVAL 
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ihip 1\ ,by lying-to (as In fig. 2.), wonld prcibftt a I)i'oa<lfide of 
.fort), hc.iv'y guns bearing upon B, during a coiU'le of two miles, 
in whirh t^ery fljot might take \Ahile B, in this pofitiou, 

(I’late I. tig. 2.), has It only in her power to bring the two light 
gnns of her foTc-calUc, or bow-chaie, to bear on F, a difulvantagc 
greatly I'vrt'ciling twenty to one. But the receiving thip h, by ly-' 
u»g broadfitlc to, will Itave all her mall-? and rigging more oj>en, 
qnd, cpnfcqnently, will allow Ihot to pafs withlefs cflfeft; 
alto, will be lefs oxjiofcd to the imprelTlon of fiif-t, iis 'r muft take 
the bre ulth of the fhlp only ; whereas, th<* thip B, coming crid~ 
wife down, niuft be greatly atfiicled by every thot tliat may taki!!,*- 
pi ice in the extenfivc arc.i of her hull and rigging ; the mails and 
Ihrowds, from being teen in a line, and^the whole Ipacc, frc>m the 
fituation, being quadiuply darkened with ringing, a fbot taking 
place in that area, ihcrofore, mull carry away Ibmething of eonft- 
ilei..ib!e conleqiience ; and a flyit taking place in the hull mull rake 
the men fi*om one end of the fliip to the otjier ; Which fituation, 
f'r pofidon of B to F, is uptlcrllood to mean, tfiat the Ihip B |,s 
valued by the fbi]^ and the 'confequence would be, that B 
would be difablcd in her rigging, long before (he could ar- 
rive 



N. Ji. In wh.it foUow>, we havf confined ourfclvcB mow p.«iio«l»rly to the 
r.tr«t honi the WSidwimi; reJerving what tcitttes to the attack fitim die LcC'* 
^'.utl fj) .in aftii pan of die Work. * * 

ulh (1 ipi^ari* (iHuiigoiihed hjr a teO colour* said of 

b !.>'*>n)tig u III) tliu jlphah t and c.a img at ; and ttie. fli'oa of the enemy 
dM agulihed by a b^ck Colour, viUb letters bcginnmg at F. 
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rive at a proj^or pofition for annoying F ; and, w !ieiv flie 
tainecl this poliiion* T, by being entire in Iki* rigging, will have- 
it in her p<.)\vcr to light, or make ofl* at pleaiure. 

2. The ^method then is, B having the wind, will rvm down 
aftern, as j)er dotted line, and getting into the courfc, or near the 
wake of F, or a pofition that will bring her paralltl to the coUrSc 
of F, iK a proper diftance, Ihc will then run up chife along fide 
of F, upon equal terms (as in fig. li.) ; or, otherwile, on ihooting 
a-hcad, fhc will wear, and run down on the \veather bovXof E 
(as in fig. 4.), till (he fhall force F to bear away to Icewaal, kecj^* 
ing clofe by F on equal terms ; but, during the comie, in both, 
cafes, carefuHy watching thgt T fliall not liave k.in her power to 
bring her broadllde to bear^upon B, without •retaliation. 




Section ir. 

# 

• - 

OOMPAlllSOK OF THE EFFECT OP SHOT DIHECTED AOAl>JST 

THE RIOGING OF A SHIP, WlTlf ITS EITl^TS WflEJs Df-* 
RECTED AGAINST 'fWE HUI.L, 

3 . It having been often faid, that the TVench liave made it a 
rule to tihrow the whold efFeft pf their Ihot more particularly into 
the rigging of their eneiqy, and that the Britilli, on the other h.uul^ 
have been as attentive to point the force t>f their fire agahifi the 
■ " * huU 
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‘hull of the Ihip, it may be pi'oper here to ftatc the two cafea, and 

tom pare the effeett 
V 

4 . F.et us 1‘uppofc a fliip of eighty guns wilhing to avoid tlic 
effcdis .1 tdofe engagement » h\it, at tlic fame time, lying-to, as at 
F (Plate 1. fig. 5.)^ intending tt> receive, with every advantage, 
an etiemy, li, of efpTal force, coming down with an intention to 
tight Jier ; djul let us fuppofe that F, by aiirting her fite at the 
thall have carried away any of the principal flayt>, 
'cightAir ten windward Ihrowds, or a fore-top mail, ^*r any other 
jjggiuc:, tliotigh of much Icfs confequencet but, at the famo time, 
\viilu>ut having wounded a.fiagle man ol the fliip B ; and fup- 
p<ik* a fccond thip, confort to F, receiving iuch ant'ther fhip as B, 
and by firing at her hull only, fhall, .without opier <lam;igc, have 
killed thirty or forty of her mea; ^ 

0 « 

/j. Til this critk'al juncture, when F and her tonf».>rt aic defir- 
(.uis of avoiding a dole engagement^ which <^f the tivo (liips of B 
will be mod difablod from following after, and clofiug vcith the 
imMuy ? Is it not e^dj^lent, that k muft be the lliip wliich has loll 
prut <.f her rigging j for, as flie will not be able to make lliiBcient 
‘ fail, till after ha^^ing been repaired, this nocelLuy ftdppago nndl 
he ol gi cater conle<iuence at this time ihbn if £he hid loft a hun- 
dred, or even two hundred of her complement of men ; die ro- 
niainder being always fufticient to navigate the iliip. 

t (>. Again, let the comparative bulk oj'die two oh}e€ls be con- 
lidoetV: riie InjH of a Ihip, taken by ilfidf, on the one lido, and 
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ihe whole ire^ of tlic inafts, rigging, aiul hull, taken on the * 
otlier ; and, as the killing arid dellroying 6f men may be the prin- 
cipal view in bring at the hull, fuppofc, for evaiuple, a Ihip of 
(cventy-four guns, which has two decks, tlie bixsadth, or rather 
the height, of thtf* line expofed, which will comprehend • both 
thele decks erd^ded with men, cannot exceed twelve feet, xvhieh 
funr, multiplied by 1 20, the length of the lhij>, will give 1 t i o 
feet, the, whole area of tlie vuirierable mztrk : Hut tlie.aroa, coni- 
prehetidii:^ die rigging and hull, of fuch .1 Ihip, will give a fur- 
face of twenty^ times thele dirnerilions. 


S E <?^ ION IIT. 

* 

or BRIKGINO OJirAg* FLEETS TO ACTION. , 

ifi, A prelitnittary Jb£^in^y*tbat any one Jhip^ in bet 
JlotiQnin the tide of baitlcy mnf be at a confuUfahh dij)artce't(y 
Oi expo/hii to the Jite oj'ubtee or rao^e Jbipfy becn 'tng 

upon b^r one and the » fame time^ extendt.d^ as thty mti/l be^ in 
the line of' Jtb^ enemy, 

7. As it^hos alfo been dfeen that I'ome particular Ihip has 
been expofed, iu battle, to tKe cs^noriade of three, four, or oveti 
five Ihips, ^let^ded iri Jth* enemy’s line, and all bearing up- 

on 
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” orj lier at one niul the Tunc time, hguro I. of 'Plate .11. is mtc?iclcd 
to prow, that this iliip annn: have hoen at a very great diilanca; be- 
fore (he could have been . exjjbJod to the fire of Oven three (hips, 
iupi'ohn^ theai, to be extended in Hue of battle a-bead, and al one 
cable's length alundsr. Suppofe a line of battle, .iu wliich four 
oi* live ihips, at"€‘ esteaded, as I, H, fi, I, the fpa'ces borw-een 
each fblp do be two h\indre<i and forty yard.it, . or, one, cable’s' 
length,, and* the Ipijgth of each (hip to be forty" yaVds, . fa that the 
•whole, fpae'e between head and head, of any two Ihips,’ is two 
•• httiidred.and eighty yards j and let the perjaendiculai" line F K,, 
proceeding right, out from the .beam of the middle (hip F, be di- 
vided into a fcale of Its cables lengdi, .nakiilg in all a dittance of 
1 440 yards: ^uere. At what diftance nwy any oppohte fhip of 
an enemy bo expoled to the fire of three fhips bearing uptjn her 
at ong and the fame time ? and let 1% F, rf, be the .three (liips 
lylng-to, and extended in line of battle a- head ; and let the oppo- 
nent fhip he ftationed in -any of the lines drawn through the' 
points E, G, and pai'allel to the line I, I. 

•. -.■■■' ' ‘ *• ’ ■> 

H. From mfpeitioni, it* will be evidignt, that the opponent fhip, 
fla’tioned at tlic point .E, 720 yards diftant, cannot, for any length 
_ of time, he exjjpfcd to the? lire of more than the orotre fhip. Fi 
For the (hip H a-head, in ly'nig-to in line of battlp, \^UI not Ire 
able to bring ht^ hoiid to* ftiucb nearer the vrihd^^as to admit of 
her broadfidc to bear on E. Ihit, fiipppfmg this tO: be practicable, 
will file not disorder her own lipe* by;, thmym 'out of her 

jlation, and ^fo leave her head €pfp!0&d;ta A raking hre from her 
oppohtes m the j^semy’s line ? 
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Oh, Niiitlii^ will it be more proper for H, the flitp a-flerh, to 
bring:'' her bw^ptdfid^ on R ; for, in doing this, fhc will run to 
leeward, apd ira^Kjfc her to be raked by her oppofites. 

Y V > 

y;’' lo. BtJt if iJie opponent fldp fcannot well b®A expcffed to the 
fire of the twH fhips, H, H, at the point E, Ihe mull; be ftill leh 
expofed at the point O, 460 yards diftant } and it tvill be .dmofl 
lYnpoHildin for the fhips H, to tonch her at* the J>oinC O, iJ4o 
yards, W otie cablets length cUflant. 

1 J . But one cable’s length afunder is too fmalf an alloWaftcc 
few accidents that may happen to fhips extended in line of battle 
u*head. Tliereforje, let us fuppofc I, F, I, to 1)e Uic three fliipa. 
extended at two cables length afunder, oi 480 yards between 
each of the three fijips i 

^ 12. Thea it viaTl be evident, if the oppoaent's iVip coidc! 

not be fnuch texpofed, at the* point E, to the fire of t?xe thici.. 
ihips, when at on# cy^le’^s length afundej, that, proportionally, 
iJic would ^fef^fed yt ihd point K, from tiie fire ot 

the -when at cables length aluudei*, which 

ia double tJSfe ' dlEbhce^, or I440 yards! 

1)3. flt^s cannot well be kdpt in line ol t^auie at .i Ids 

allowaiYcc tluttf one and a, half cafiCe’s lencth allindir, it folio v\s, 
tljiat a Ihip’nunR be at Jnaft, Ii680"'*‘yards diftant, bofoic ihe can n 
expoted or anhoyed' bys^U cannonade from three ihips exiciiidtil 

E in 
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hhe battle, and bearing upoq? her at the time, Which 
let be fitlipofed at L 

1 t Hence, it may be concliided, that, when it has be^ 
that_,any flnp Jiaa been expofed to the fire of five, fouj:,. or even 
three fhip^ of the enemy’s line, that fuch fiup has been^at a very 
great For, from what has been l^d,< h ^ 

nntted, thateitlier t>f the fbips I, I, or H, H, a-head and Vfttrn 
of the principal, F, will have time to bring their btoadfides to ^car 
riire^b^y itpc^ the Ihtp in queftion , their attention, as. Is fuppoled, 
ben% too much engrofled by their oppofitc flnps in thfe enem)i^i 
‘ line, at the pointt B, B, B, B, who aflnrediy would take the ad> 
s antage then ofiered, and rake them lore and aft. 


S E C T I O hi IV,^ 


Ot THE P8.1NCIPEvE« tSIEcVsSAKY TO ,flE UNOWtV F<?|t 
IVEII^O ng '3fO JUDGE OF TH? DlFFERENl ?MEj?|!SrtS 
»RmOIN0'pSt|EAT FLEETS TO ACTION^ 


1 ^ Let US fuppofe a fleet of ten, ttvbrtty, thl^rt)^, ctr inorc.lhtps, 
of eighty gims each, extended m h^e of battle tp^fes^ard^^^d 

(Plate III. fig I ), WTtbt%^ntioni^^voiding^3||^ 

jutaek , and fuppofe another ^eet at cqu vl /j^mber and 
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^ Ihipfl ^6 exttm^ed in of I aide three or four n a 3 
and d^ttAJA an attack and coming to 

<2<jtlaf tetine^ i^^th the fa d f 


^ of tlio atnicL on a fnigle aaR, (f 

ft k inoft if fhe fleet fi fhaU attejnpt to run 

^kwo a^jtcdlortg^ flup for fkfp jnpOO the iquaekon T ( ^ h^pre- 
fet^fe^ m Plate It! C,) eas:!* JtwBvtduaf fhtp of Iiavjng lx,ea 
eviiofe^ dunng a Jakirfe of tvto aides to a cannonade at a tfifetl 


^ahtag?e of above tt»enty to one^ muff be liftblcd long bqfore it 
can reach flich a pqJat oF djfjance from P as properly 1**5 he 
termed elpfe aiitort^ eV^eh to rea 4 h a fltuadqh proper for an 
noym^ her aBctagotaft ih hoe P 


1 7 Again, 1% be that B, though much, difabled 

rrt bi^ r^ggi^gi vthtie an hi$ eourfe a a, a^ trom the avmdtitard 
made bis Ibipa bnag at a dilfance from ^\hcuee he can 
hurtT (Pkte fll 3 ) Is It to le o^e(£hjd thj^ P wfatfe 

4<^e has aivvays to avead a clofe engag^|ri^ifert and has d 

ready ddabied die fhr|:^ of teiU pat emly lyo ftib or \ «t un- 
til B fb^f bave tuite to dlf^le him in lua tuni ^ I c 

J. t%t;?jp, TS^e uribmt, fiefore Ite nMy feel the efi 

a ciwmoaa^ fjxmi ’^.^‘^t^vclopetl m hi^ own fmoke^ 

as weHla* diat will withdraw himfeh by be*armj' 

^ trl att^ a fduation, -where bo oiat lx? 01^ 

^^eaida-Gl'vfajirton^kpl^ pujfadini^ B who wotd^ be obliged to 
Jp^paix his b«fo^ he bp fti order to follow and m ike 




Again 
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I ft* A^ain, fuppofe t|jat B» in ptacie of going headlong, anti 
<*nd\vill* down» lhall a^ttempt to rod down in an angidoT' <x>iirlSb» 
or lalking, as it lias been caUed, (as 1ft PJate 1ft. (5g» 44i) T» it 
not cvideTit tliat ihia will be a means of protraftiiig the 
of Py and, tonfeqiiefttfy, the dutadort'of the < vifteqi;^v oaqinofC|t 
atle from F, with the certa^ty of having his headxftoft 
iwfed to more dun thdr fhare of d*© <lamag6? . * 


^ 1 0. But it IS alfb evident^ (froaft fig. $•) that, fhoul^ any * 
J1 ill this angular line cotfte to be heij tvay^ 

[•etl, may, of confequenee, occafioft a conf^dion among|tt!)efb^ 
th It are next a~fterft, lortte running tc leeward, while others 
>rc cndcavouting to get to wdiidworti of the difiibled (hip } aftd» 
while this point is fettling, the time tn^y W Ibjft, and, of coi^ 
fequonce, the neceflliry fuppoitt to the (Hps a-head, nO'Wr’'fo fat 
fe(urjted, may bo too ]ong''(rtttarded«. a? in thd ca&r ftf Mir 
But 4 s it may be (aid, that h ftoppage of one £hlp a^head/w^ 
not neceflarity ptoduce a ftoppage in every fbip a-ftem, beeatiia 
they may go to leeward of Uic difiibled (hip i We anl^er, 'I’hat^ 
it is picdbQdy what happened' to Mr By wo, to be afterwards ih 


lufirated by the cafe of the When we ebme to give a de- 

r(!ri])tion of that ^eutleman^S engagement. Befides, by the fup* 
^loluion, thelhips a-^head, in, the van A, '(JSistte IV. t,) may 


be notv engaged, and, of confef||ifsn«tgy net ’having head.* 

way, may he l^d to iladbnafry | thiiijef<ae«'enF!ery 
if (he (hall atttmj^ to bear dodi^, 'lb,* 

confined to A detcrmifttxlk^ courfe^ bromi^^ into <% 

" pqfifiOn'‘of being xalced, wltep 

‘"(at 



(as in fig. 2. Pliu^ in.), and, cmUcqtiently, of being completely 
di£id»)«f<d tong before ibe can get eloie enough along-lidc of the 
enemy. . 

■*/ 

SO.' A^i^, tl«e headmoft ibi|)S, or van of B, having dltt^ned 
dhe^>i|ftiton ac A; that is; a4)ireaft of the van of F, (as in Plate IV. 
fig*' t,)> AAcirlhaTtng begun can&onade, may we not fuppofe 
tilat F? cofSdwlSt, -oe dfefire, has alway^i. been to five liis 

ihipa, has ttxftrttded, that, io toon aa any of his fhips, pardetj- 
tarly thd van, (hail begin to feel tlie of a cannonade,* they 

fhiill' immetfiately withdraw from dai^r ? 

'31. And we are alto* to toppofe, that, to toon as they haVe 
thrown in their ,fire Mpgn the van of B, each Ihip, one after 
another, as inftru^bed by ‘Fi (hall bear away in fucceflion, as 
at H,' W form a new- line at two or three miles to Ico-. 

wanh' Now, la It not evident, from this cautious conJudl, that 
F, toeing the embarrafhnent of B,''and that his fhips are dilabicd, 
«ipd hta ^ vant unfi:^pc»ted, wj^UI, by. n^iddng a crowd of fail, 
cndeavonr'tb rangpe> paft B, ihtp by ‘ihip, in fuccefiion, till his 
whole iqulikdron'ltas poured In thi^r fire upon the van of B ; and 
that he, F,v will ^dien bear away to join his headmoft ihips, and* 
form a new fine bdT bat^e to leeward, at 1 1, to be in readineis to . 
receive ft fecond attadEj^ if B ihall to Imprudent as to attempt 
it? ■/ 

Is iti'net alto.t^dtot, Biat, if any one or more ihips of the 
' IhsU' will have it in power 
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V 

t'> (juit il vir iHtion jacing woVfervd with fmoko* m any ti^c ind 

tc i H to lfcX^\\ ard^i ^s Tt w hefc wiU be ift; lafety ? Aa v 

firther part of the lyftehi nf maiiofeuvin fuppbihd 

It may be cohcebretl i^tihsps an thia^haahnet 

withdrav, from bafrie Ita^^flg mtcfcr^^tliate a COwf to 

keep up a good cowdifiiiafrcc m the hae* and atnuj^ ffrp' 

But by the fuppdfrti<W atj3 domonl^ratioOs^thb 
dron B muft and much they 

can get to their fr4tt^^^|^vr|:ietber the tfraS tnddd 

in tliq, peipeudicular in (% 

lafkmg luaoncr, (c^s vj fr|, 4- and 5 ) f ’^^pi^Oire, Sh ^odt ea^es, 
B s \an tniift inevitably b^ cypofed tg lad 

fenbed movement, -whi^h ivas. that 'P jpeaiP^TUg dm fhips fir- 
in diforder tSBifupp<scted and dUable^ frojat^^fpfibwlng hhn, will 
make Gui and doiti^arge the frre df his whole^We i|pdp Qi'fe Van 
of B Ihipby fhlp aS they pds in fueeeihpUp wdl jt0tn a 
new line to leeward, to be prepared, t^ attack bo 

made upon them 


■■ iiiiii'iiiiinfi,ilniriiiT',T-v 

.t FARyilifjei US»tCI5^B. ACTION 

03 Again let B (Bhia?e IV fig 2 ) ^refeht a 
t>cf iro tlie eiich ^ idteut, vdien broU^l^Isp at 

determmed ddhifrbO»«t A, lii 

the line of die eix< 6 imy“ ^ idewrai^dl f(^4> 
let t be luppofedat rdl, M?^out aiiy mc^QlVa he^ whatever 
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24 . From what has been, faid, (No. ir may be admitiod. 

that alternate Ihips of F’s line» under cover of tlie rmoko, beinj; 
made to withdraw from battle, as at G G ; the intermediate fliips 
left behind them ill the line will be fuflicient to amufo even the 
whole of BVfleet, while the ihips G iliall be formin;^ a new fine 
T-I H, as a fupport, from the leeward : That, in Inch cafe, B, 
after being difabled, as he muft be, and not havii^g fortifeen the ma- 
noeuvre, will neither be able to prevent thelb intermediate fliips 
from bearing away to join their friends, nor, were he aide' 
would it be advifeable to follow them ; for the fame manoeuvre, 
with equal fucccls and elTe<3:, can again and again be repeated. 

2.»- Tn order to (how tlie relative movements of both fleets, 
with rcfpe<a to each other, Plate V. is divided, by a fcale, 
into fquares of a mile each, in which let F (flg. i.)- rejirclent 
a fleet to leeward, with motion a-head, as required i'or good 
llecrage, each ihip having fufliciient to keep her under command 
of tlie rudder, and let it* confill of twelve flnps occupying a ipaec 
of two miles, as extended in line of battle, at one cable's length 
afimdcr ; and F’s motion through the water* if at the rale of 


* Tlie length of a lliip of 74 girns is about * - 

interval between two ihips at owe cable's Icngtli afumlcr 

^le Hxth piirt of a niik- 

Six ftiips* formeii In a Hoc of battfe^ a-bcady will extend 

a mile in ]enj;ih, 1760 yards - - • - \ 

, And four large ll lips, when at* 1 5 cable’s length aiuadcr, may 
^'orm anofelicr lealc fulHcicntly corrcCit for a mile. 


loin 

S \ yard^ 
2 .\ 1 > 

-.94 

« 

I 76 . 
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; r.! i;-‘.lcs per hfur, r.y.'-y be cxpronid }jy tbc fpucc' coinprciicnd- 
Lc! *')V li'.e pfqvndk-:’;.!!- lines marked by I' and O on the lc:i!e 
I'hti'o fcnr lines oompreliofuled by V and G will alio 
the time in win. h any fletM', \\ may peifonu h.is ce'-lb, 
v.litii c down to tlic attack from the windward. 

ket .11 be t))e opponent Rect, conbfling alio of twelve 
d'ijis, and liiMir imles to windward ; ;'<iid let the point A *be 440 
.-.id,'-, -.■! one quarter of a isiiie rigb.t to windw iudof the point G, 

• 

Then B, bv pnttiive, bof<n-c the wind, if he Oiall arrive at 
Tl'C point A, in the I'.nac time that F, tb.e Meet to leeward, has 
’•ri'nd at the point G, his motion will have heen at the rate of 
s’ miles per hour, ;is imift be evident from the feale of miles 
e'.icod, at th.e top of the figure ; and his courfc, as deli.ribed by 
die I’-iiv-. B A and C I), will be Oanlirg or diagonal, forming an 
'.n-e^ie of 4.h liegrees with B G, liib line a-beat!, and nearly 4 
(•oijy- ' ii'ge from the wind. t 

tiS. Again, if V, (f’luie V. fig, ‘j.), by larrving more fail, fhall 

T oVv .it tbe rate (if fix mile,, tier licair, that is, from f' to Cl : then 

• • 

j'., having Ills couvfe made thereby tlic more Ranting, will have juil 
Ji-'nii the greater diliicnjfy of keepilig hi.s (hipp in line a-breafl. 
'..hile voming down to tfie attack. For the leading Ibip meeting 
,,1:'. !.') • ibfl-riKClion in her conrl'c, will piiflt on, whereas every ac- 
rid-, r? of (ibflruclion a' cumulaiiit^', ;us it happens to each /lupprr^- 
go ‘v, die rear, being afic£U'd in lljo'greateft degree, will, for 
• :-av u'a'.i-.'-, be ^efi the farther a-llerv^ But, from the very form 

of 
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ui' this flanting cowfc*, every ftilp a-ft^n will l>e apt to gcT: int( 

the wake of the fliip a-hcad. 7'hcrofbrc, the wlu'lc fleet of 15. 
vail and rear, will not arrive in the fiuic time at the line A lb 
as to he in. a perfect liiie a-^rcaft, ami parallel with th^ fleet to 
leeward, but will have aflumed the lafking fonn, as reprefented at 
die points jVI, N, and O, in the diflerent parts of the courfe. 

2a. Awl again (in Plate V. fig. the fleet lA leeward fliall 
Jceep his vrind, 1<» as to lie up one point, us per line of comic FO, 
majking an angle of 1 1,J.‘ degrees witJi his former line of <;our<‘e 
K F K : Then the rears of the two fleets will thereby be remove d 
at a much greater diflance, and the v<ui A, of coni'eqiicnce, mult 
be Iboner up with the enemy’s van, and evidently fo much the far- 
ther from fupjioi-t, while F, by bringing up his Ihips in fueceffion, 
will liave k in his power to difablo the van A, (No. 21 .) and will 
afterwards hear away as at H, unliurt, and at ple.ifiirc ; w bile B, 
at this time, by the fuppofition, being crij'pled, or having his rear, 
D, obllrudled, and at a diftimce, will be unable to prevent him. 
And, in all the three cafes, it is evident that the licet B, fo fb(jn 
as he fhall approach within reach of gun-fliot, ir.ull be expofeil 
to tlie fire of I ’s whole line, for he will he a-breail of B comi- 
nually in every part of his oourfe. • • ‘ . 

80. But the difficulty of bringing; tlie rear of the windward 
fleet to atfl ion will ftUl he Viiorii were^cd, if the flernmofl tlnps 
of the fledt tp l^ward^ in place of i^ebping their whul, fliall bcai 
away pccafiosnidly, as at M L, (fig. 0 .) 


F 


n. All 
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OJ. All wliioh :Rlmi!ted, the difficulty of hrln^^Ing op- 

p<im‘ui fleets to clofc engagenu-nt may be accounted for, without 
heiiig obliged to have rctaiuH'e to that fuppol'ed inferiority, in polht 
of failing, imputed to our drips, compared to thole of the French, 
our enemy. 

C- 

Hent:c it appears, that a fleet, B, to windward, by ex- 
tending bis line of battle, with a defign to flop and attack anvhole 
line of enein)’s Ihips to leeward, inufl do it at a great difadvan- 
ami without hope of fuccels ; For the receiving fleet, F, to 
loetva.rd, uncjiieftionably will Iiave the four following advantages 
Ci\er him, which will be mdre particularly proved when we come 
Jo examine the real practice. 

Firjly The fuperiority of a fire, above twenty to one, 
over the fleet B, while coming down to attack. 

rj t. SccoHfily^ That, when tlie flrip.s B arc brought to at 
their flation, if it blows hard, the Ihot from F, by the lying along 
of the Ihips, W’ill be thrown up into the air, and will have an ef- 
fect at a much ^eatcr diflance ; whereas, on the other hand, the 
Ihot fronr B, from the lying along of the drips alfo, w'dl be 
thrown into the water, and the ofleiSl loft. 

t 

:}v7. I'hirdly^ Tliat F will have the power of directing, and 
ap}>lying at plcafurc, the fire of his w'hftlc line againfl: the van of 
B, w'lto is now unable to prevent it. Iris lliips being difabled, fe- 
paiatcd, and, therefore, unfnpportM. 

• 40. Fourthly^ 
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na. ynitrthly^ TJiat F will alfo have a groatwr facility f)f wiili- 
tlrawitig frtim battle, the whole, or any cue of the difabletl Ihiph 
of his line. 

37. If, then, after a proper cxamiiiaiic'!i of the late fcNi en- 
gagements,* or rencounters, it Ihall be outicl, that our enemy, the 
French, have never once fliowii a wilUngnefs to rilk tlic making 
of the attack, but invariably have made choice ot^^ and earncUK 
courted a leeward pofition : If, invariably, when extended in litu- 
of battle, in that polltion tlxey have di fabled the 13 ritifh fleets, in 
coming down to the attack : If, invariably, upon feeing tlie Bri- 
tifh fleet difablcd, they have made fail, and demolifhed the van 
in paffing : If, invariably, iipon feeling the effedF of the Britilh 
fire, they have vvithdrawm, at pleafure, either a part, or the whole 
of their fleet, and have formed a new line of battle to leeward : 
If the French, repeatedly, have done tliis upon every occaflon : 
And, on the other hand, if itrihall be found that the Britilh, from 
an irrcfiflible defire of making the attack, as conftantly and uni- 
formly have courted* the windward pofition : If, uniformly and 
repeatedly, they have hatl their fliips fo difablcd and leparated, 
by making the attack, that they have not once been able to bring 
them to dole with, to follow up, ^ or even to detain one fliip of 
the enemy for a moment ; Shall we not have reafon to believe, 
that the French have adopted, find put in execution, Ibmc fyilem, 
which the Britifli either have not difeovered, or have not yet pro- 
fited by the difeovery ? 
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Si ■■■ Mr.Tiaaiaj aaaBaasaas^^ 

EXAMPLES. 


INTRODUCTION. 

» 

It I'y propofcd to illuftrate the preceding jdemonsthations by 
EX\MPLES taken from late Engagements — of which the fol- 
lov’ing is a Catalogue, accortUng to the order of time in which 
they happened, 

FNGAGEMURNTS IN FORMER WARS. 

1. Admiral Matthews’ engagement with the combined 
fleets of France and Spain, off Toulon, February 1 1. JTi**. 

Admiral Byno’s engagement^ with the Fiyuch fleet, off 
Minorca, hl.iy *20. 17-50, 

SNOAGEMENTS OF THE LATE WAR ;-»-TWELVE IN NUMBER. 

1. Thatojf Adrairal^KEPPEL, off Uihant, July iJY. 1778. 

2. Admiral Byron, off Grenada, July 6, 1779. 
a. Admiral Barrington, at St Lucia. 


, Si) 
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1. Sir OEORtiK Briuges-Rodney capturc.s the Spaniflt 
‘.[■.atiports ofi* Cape i-'liiiilcrre, takes the Sp.inilh lueu of war oft* 
(\ipe St Vincent. 

3. His engagcinotit with the French ileet, ofl' the Fearl Rock, 
Maitiiiico, April 17. T 7,RO. 

(). His rencounter with the litme ftect, to wintlwarcl of Marti- 
nieo. May 15. 17 SO. 

7. Hre fecond rencounter, about the fame place. May ly* 

17 so. 

s. Admiral Arbuthnot, off the Chefapeak, March 16. 
t7S I. 

9. Sir Samuel Hood, off Fort Roy?!, Martinico, April 29. 
1781 . 

lo. Admiral Parker, on the Dogger Bank, Auguft 5. I78i. 

1 1. C'ommodore Johnston, Porta Praya, ifland of St Julian. 

12. Admiral Greaves, off tlie Chefapeak, September 5. 1781. 

From tliis Catalogue, that the propofed Illuftration may be 
made with the greater advantage, we lhall begin with thofe en- 
gagements the moft applicable to the fubjeif, lelcifted without aJt- 
teudiug either to tlie dates, or order in which they took place. 


SECTION 



EXAMPLES. 




SECTION I. 

OJ' Eugagemctits^ ivhere the 3riti/h Jleets being to ^'indward^ by 
extending their line of battle^ •with a dejign to Jlopy fakey dejlrayy 
or difablcy the •whole of the Jhips of the enemy's line to lee^wardy 
have been d fabled before they could reach a ftuation fronC 
•whence they could annoy the enemy ; — andy on the other bandy 
•where the Frenchy percei’oing the Briti/b Jhips in dfordery un^ 
fnpportedy and thus difabledy have made Jaily andy after tbro’w- 
ing in their •whole fre ujon the van <f the Britfh fleety Jhip by 
Jb>ip, as pajffing in fuccejiotiy have formed a line to lee’wardy tp 
be prepared if another attack fjould be made, 

1. Admiral Byng’s engagement with the French fleet, olF 
Minorca, May 20. 

2. That of Admiral Byron, off Grenada, .Tuly 6. 1779. 

3. Admiral Arbuthnot, off the Chefapeak, March 16. 178i. 

4. Admiral Greaves, off tlie Chefapeak, September 5. I78i. 

5. Admir*^ Sir Getoroe Bridges-Rodney, off the Pearl 
Rock, weft end of Martinico, April 17. 1780. 


I.* The 
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I. THr D3i:SCRipriON of admiral BYNO’s E^VOAaEMENT 
WITH THE FRENCH FLEET, OFF MINORCA, MAY 20.1756. 

13. (Plate Vr. fig. i .) The Britifli fleet, aVout one o’clcick 
;ifreni<H>n, upon the flurhviard tack, and after they had weathered 

the fiench fleet, I*', then upon tlte larboard tack. 

‘‘ . « 

.‘J!L B. (Plate VI. fig. 2.) The Britilh fleet edging or lafk- 
itjg <lown to attack the enemy, F, lying to, to receive them. 
(Vide No. 18, 28. and 29.) 

FO. A. Tlie van of the Britifh obeying the fignal, by bear- 
ing away two points from the vvTnd„ but each Ihip ftecritig upon- 
her oppofite In the enemy's line. 

• 

41. A. (fig. 3.) The five headmofl fliips of the Britilh line 

bru}igU lo, and engaged in a fmai t cannonade, but not till after 
having greatly i'ufleiod in their rigging by throe broadlides receiv- 
ed from tlie enemy, during a couife of fome miles, Mdiilo, at the 
fame; lime, tliey had it not in their power to make retaliation.. 
(No. 17.) , ' 

• % 

* t 

42. G. Tlic fourtlf /hip of the enemy having received lbir« 
fml(j d.un:tge, or heijig To inftrudled, as Mr Weft has conjetlured, 
bore away, tliat is, tjuitted the line, and, in a very little time after, 

the 

» 

" hr'iiUh, 13 'Jtips, at t flyop. ‘ French, iz Aiip'S, 5 frigat««. 
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tJic fifth fhip, H, then the two headniofl, I, an^h after tlxcir., ti e 
tliird fliip, for the fame rcafon, it is profiimccl, followed their ex- 
ample, anti (jtiiuetl the line alfo ; each fiiip, as the went of}, oe-<-a- 
lioninp repeated hu 7 /.as fr«»rn the Brltifli Tars, who cotieeivet! 
that the fiiperiority of their fire had beat thefe Jhips taH- '•! their 
line; and, lalUy, about the fame time, but in auolliLr {virt of die 
line, tlie third fliip a-flern of tlic french Adnur.iL (the fhip aj'^ainft 
whiclp the Ramillies more particularly diveilcd heir fire), tjuitlod 
die line likewife, and withdrew from battle. (No. ‘20. and a l.) 

4?*. While matters were going on alter this manner ui the 
van, the Intrepid, the fixth fiiip of the Britilh line, at B, having 
loft her fbre-top maft, was fo taken a-back, that her courfc was 
flopped. 'Fhis, of confeqiience, produced a diibrdcr and ftoppage 
to the fiiips next a-fteru* loine deligning to go to leeward, and 
others endeavouring to get to windward of the tliftrefied Ihip, as 
at B. (No. 1 9.) 

44. (Tig. 4.) Meanwhile, the centre and rear of the Trench, 
who, though at a great diftance, had been bufy firing random 
/hot, perceiving this diforder in the Britifli line, (at B. fig. 4.), 
made (ail, ami witli im.nunily, threw in tfie fire of their whole 
line, each, (liip as flic vatiged ^paft the van of the Brililh ; ‘after 
which thev bore away in fuccclfibrv to join their own van, an<.f 
form a new lino of battle three miles to leeward, (as in fig. .7.), 
to be prepared, fiiould the Biiti/h Admiral have any thought of 
making a lecond attack, (No. 2i. and 22.). 

O . ousi;r - 

* Tlie rate at which the ihip* were tuppofed it> nmve thioti;^Ii rhe w:.fcr .it 
thU time, having llicir fore-fitils and fore-top-iails h i, ivii^hl he Aiil rJuee 

iger hoarj und, with all rheir iViils fct, near lix xniies. Aihu:t\U I'naly 

# • 
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OBSERVATTONS. 

4.>, This engagement of the .imfortunate Mr Byno, whethaf 
wc coiiiider the Britilli mode of making the attack, or llie. 

French incxle of avoiding the attack, while it oflers an example 
nricliy m^tplicaldc to the principles laid down IV.), is alfo 

a proof, that neither the one mode n.or the other is a new prao 
ticp, but is {>f a date as far back as the former war 1756* 

4G. The Britifli fleet being to windward, in running dowir 
lo the attack in an angular courfc, and extending their line of 
battle, with a delign to flop, t.ake, dellroy, or difable, the whole 
of tlic lliips of the enemy’s line, by having tluar headmofl fhips 
the longer expoled to an unequal cannonade, and therefore to 
a greater fliare of the damage, have been difabicd before they 
could reach a htuation from whence tlrey could annoy the enemy. 

47- That a finglc fltip, in their line of courfe (No. 2#i.), to 
make the attack, the Intrepid* (No. 19.) having loft her fbre-top 
mart, and her by that means being flopped, occalloned a dis- 
order atnong the ftiips immediately a-ftcrn, Ibme endeavouring 
tp pat's her to windward, and Ibiue to leeward ; by which acci- 
<lent of loling a maft, how 'much foever impoflible it is to guard 
againft it, much time was loll, and fupport to the fhip.s a-head 
retarded at .a time the moll neceflary, when, far feparated fron\ 
the reft of the fleet, and while obliged to fuftaiu a fire from al- 
inoft every Ihip in tlio enemy’s line in paifing. (No. 21.) 


48. Oa 



B y N G ENGAGEMENT. 


4-7 


On the other Imnd, that the enemy, from their pofitlon 
to leeward, perceiving the eiiedfs of that fuperiority of lire, 
which undoubtedly they had over the Britilh fleet, coining down 
to make the attack, whether it was in the mode of running end- 
ways right beft^re the wind, as it was laid the van did f<>r foine 
part of theii^ courle, or lafking, as was tlte form in the approach 
of the centre and rear tlivilions, laying hold of the advantage, 
-that is^ of the dilbrxier occalioned in conle<iuence,, and withoxit 
of time, or reraaining till they might be crippled themfelves 
in tVieir turn, crowded fail, and, in the mean time, made lure of 
dlflibling a part of the Britilh fleet, that is, the van j and whether 
it m%ht, or might not, have been practicable for the enemy to 
have cut off any one, or n>ore, of thefe headmoft fliips, now 
fo flxr floparated and unfupported, is not difputed ; but, as tltey 
could not hope to fucceed in an attempt of this kind without 
fuftaining fiime damage, they, wifely preferring a more cautious 
conduct, kept tiieir Ihips unhvfrt, to be the better prepared when 
formed in a new line of battle to leeward (No. 2i.), to give the 
Britilh Admiral a proper reception, Ihould be again think of re- 
peating the like aitoick, or Ihould he^ afterwards attempt to throw 
in relief to the Gaftlc of St Philips, or molcft their troops em- 
ployed in the fiege, their particular 9 bjcCl. • 

49. It hofe been Imd, that firft the fourth fliip from the head 
' of the enemy’s line loon bore away, quitting the line ; then the 
fifth (hip ;• aftenvards the two beadmofl; ; and then the third ll^ip, 
after that, followed their example ; and, lafHy, the third fhip aftern 
of the Admiral, and about the fame time, quitted the line allb. Tlfis, 
as a manoeuvrej no doubt makes a part of their fyftem, that alternate 

G ‘2 * Ihips 
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i’- ■'! \'v mailo to witlulraw from battle (No. 2-t.), leaving 
Ini. iMHill.nt.' as a cover to fiilluin the lino, and in tliis way 

To iMe v;j!..i.iy in tl’.c mean time : — xYnil it was not in ct>n- 

.'e.jiu iTe t'l 'he rior lire of the Bririth van; for dieic ibips 
e.f liiMch tha; \vli!idre\v, as tlefcribed, h;«l received no da- 

\ciro in no dWahled. One gentleiiuAi, a witncl's 
t'..- !• J’;\ ti-j.il whUh *'nlit>\ved this aclion, has thei'e word.-.; 
‘ ‘file tno'-^i fourth oi fliili Ihip from tlio van, feemc^ to me 

* to lia\c l'<•re np from tlie fire I'f tMir.fhips in the van, and 

*■ ' vei'v loi ii affeivvards the llirce heatinx-ft oK the eneinv, but 

* noil*.* oJ' them ajipcared to me to be difabled ; fo that, whetlicr 

* it wa*' tfi avoitl atllon, <ir Ijy a bgnal from their commander 

‘ in chief, I know not ; ! llmuld rather imagine tlie latter, as I 

* had not obfe-rved any I'uch dole ^ engagement, to oblige Ibips 
‘ of their fctmiitg force to avoid an adfon i'. * 


/\nothor witnefs in the ’trial, the commander of the 
i’cutl.rul 1 , die fecoiid Ihip of the van, being alked, ‘ Did you 

* beat away the Ihip oppoled to you liy yonrfelf, widiout the 

• .:irilhinre of any other Ihip?’ aidwcred, ‘ No ; 1 can't fiy that : 

'* Shv \.as a very heavy Ihip the lecond iltip, of greater iorce 

• , * than 

L’li*' tin tijis Oc'Cdrbjn, L’t. r.vt;cii van '.nij van of itc tipponent 

at no tiiiiL’ fcom to have bctfTi tcf» than four hundred yards. By many of ^ 
t^i.' a''rni lU'S on Mr Bync/s tiial, it fecins to have been underflood, that no- 
;.o»ly 1. 'll been killed or wouii-ied on bti.irJ the fleet by rnulkcify> not even in 
tliL' O'l board the the Iradiiij; fliip of the Britilh fquadroti^ fm.ill 

AVj'i-. -AiT'', i\-r lunic time, made ufc oi ; — a.'* alfo bj the t neiny, as was conceived 
by -but wiilioul t H\ct oii cither fide, as it would .ippear ; for they were 

fi^Dii hit! abde. Bynij’s Tri;tl, p. 3B. b DitlO> p. 58^ 
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‘ than the Portland, and the third flill greattv, v. nu-’i i.,' 

‘ feventy-four giin Ih ip : Neither did 1 *expcc1 ihey.woulM li. -, ,. 

‘ bore away lb Ibtm ; but their fourth ftnd liU' Ihips hearin;; 
‘ away beforo, I'roni the Captain and Bucki:ii.',iMin, tliev l-oi,- 
* away alfo, really to our great I’urprile. ’ 

:i. Here it might be proper to obferve, alltKlin;:!: i.) v 'l.ii. \va,-» 
premifed iu the Tatro<liiCli>)U (Page (>.), that iiciiher wr. ilv.. 
ufual Ijairit of Britllh Ibamcn any way ileficicnt <j:i this ocvaii(^ii, 
nor coultl the caufo of inifcarriagc he attrioMU'd to any fault rH’ 
con(lrU(ilion in our fl\ips. For the only opp:ii(iiriii,y given, ‘by 
which any cotnparifon could he made. In pL-int, of failing, wa.; 
when our fleet weathered that of the enemy, ..t one o’ek>ck, im- 
mediately betbro the engagement. And this circuiniTtauce, if it 
was not a proof that tho Britilh Ihips were the better lailens of 
•the two fleets, Hiowed plainly, on the other hand, that the 
French, in their giving up the contefl. about the wind, were not 
only unwilling to hazard the danger of making rlie attack, bur 
indeed preferred the leeward lituation, froin wlience they could 
with the greater certainty dilablc their adverlary's flaps, while 
they might preferve Uieir owu imhurt. (8ee iatrod. page iU.) 


ADMI- 
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A.DMIRAL Byron's ENGAGEMENT WITH THE FRENCil TLEET^ 
OI'E GRENADA, THE 6X11 OF JUET 1779. 


KXTRACT OF A tUTTBR FROM AOMIRAt. BYRON, RHI.ATIVE TO 1119 ENCACBMENT^ 

' • . . * 

* It being mjr intention, from this intelligence, to be ofF St 

George’s Bay loon after day-break, I drew the fhips of war 

‘ from among the tranl^iorts, leaving <M»ly the Suffolk, Vigi- 

‘ lant, and Monmouth, for their prote<Jiion, under tlie orders of 

‘ Rear-Admiral Rowley, who was intended to condudl the de- 

* barkinent of the troops ; but he was to join rne with thele 

* {laps if I faw occaiion for tlwir fefvice. One of the enemy’s 

* frigates was very near ns in the night, and gave the alarm of 

* our approach. Soon after da^-light, (on Xueltlay the 6th),, 
the French fEjuadron was fecn off St George’s, moft of 

* them at anchor, but getting under way, fecmingly in great 
‘ confulion, and with little or no wind. Xhe fignal w'as imme- 
‘ diately made 'for a general chafe in that quarter, as well as 

* for Rear-Admiral Row'LF.y to leave the convoy ; and as not 
more than fovtrteen or fifteen of the enemy’s Ihips appeared 

‘ to be of the line, frotn.the pofition they were in, the fignal 
‘ was made for th.c (hips to engage and form as they could got 
‘ Up : In confequcnce of which, Vice-/Vdmiral Barrington- 

* in the Prince of Wales, with Captain ^Sawer in the Boyne, 
‘ aud^ Captain GARDNER in the Sultan, being the. headmoff of 

* die 
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the Britilh Iquadron, and carrying a prefe of fail, were icon 

firetl iipon, at a great diftance, which they did not return tiU 

they got confiderably nearer. But the enemy getting the 

bKGze of wind about that time, drew out their line from tlie 

■ 

clufter they •Cvero lying in, by bearing away, and forming to 
leeward, on the (larboard tac:k, which (hewed tJjcv (Irength 
to be vpry diflerent from our Grenada intelligence ; ior it wa* 
plainly dilcovered they had thirty-four (ail of Ihips of war, 
twenty-fix or twenty-feven of which were of the line, and 
many of thefe appeared of great force. However, the general 
chafe was continued^ and the (ignal made for cloi'e engage- 
ment ; but our utme^ endeavours could not e(le«il that ; the 
enemy indufttioufly avewding it, by always bearing up when 
our (hips got near them and I was forty to oblerve, that 
their fuperiority over us, in failing, gave them the option of 
diilance, which they availed tliemfelves of, fo as to prevent 
our rear from ever getting into action ; <7«.7, bchi^ to Ice'U'ai J^ 
they did great damage to the and riggings •when our (hot 

could not reach them. The (hips that differed moll were thofe 
the aSliun began •withy and the Grafton, Captain Collino- 
wooi>, the Cornwal, Captain Edwar-ds, and thc^ Lion, Ca)-)- 
tain CoRNVTAi.MS. Tho fpirited example of Vice-Admiral 
Barrington, ’with the former three, ’ejepofet! them to a fc- 
vere tire in anaking the attack; and the latter three happen- 
ing to be ter leeward, fuftained the fire of the encniy's whole 
linCy as it pc^ed on tbe^Jlarboard tacit. The Monmouth like- 
wife fufl&red exceedingly,* by Captain Fanshaw’s having bon? 
down, in a very gallant maimer, to Jlop the van of the eneun 'i 

* fqnath'ou. 
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‘ /'// •.//■'. v, ir,7(l it tn a^ioti. Buf, from tho very finart, ami 

‘ wc ti'ir!rc>:T<.'tl {ire kept up by thclc llups, and others that were 

* em;;'.;"i.d, I am convirxcd they did die cnc'my great damage, 

* their iVuifls^ foils^ af^pL\ircJ IcJ's injured 

‘ i!.\ >i '-nrs 'riit Ibiir (hips laft mentioned, fv'ith the Fame, 

* b.'iiig I'o dilabled in their mads and rigging as to be totally in- 
‘ t (■Viable ‘Ilf keeping np with the ftpiadron, and the JjuOcilk ap- 

!K,?jUig ttj have received coididerable damage in an attxick made 
‘ by llear-Adnnral Rowi.F.Y upon the enemy’s van, I took in 
‘ t!u iignal for elude, but contimicd that for clofe engagement ; 

* ibinual the boll liiie vN;hI<h civcnmftanccs would admit of; and 

* [- 0 [ t die wind, to prevent the enemy from di'ubling upon us, 
‘ aiui cu'.iing <>0' the traidports, which they feemed inclined to 
‘ d<.', and had the Inter vciy nmch’in their power, by means of 
’ tiieir huge frigate?, indejicndent of fhips of the line. The 

* I' tench I'cpiadnin tacked to the foudiward, and I did the fame, 
'• to be in readtnefs to fupport the Ciraflon, Cornwal, and Lion, 
' that were dilabled, and a great way a-llern. lint the Lion 

bieing likewife much tQ leeward, and having loft her main and 
‘ p'.i/en top-mafts, and the reft of her rigging and ftils being 
‘ enr in a exiraordiiKiry manner, the bore away to the weft- 

‘ waril wlit-n the llc’ets tacked, ai*ul,,to my great furprife, no Ihip 
' of die; enemy \v.»s dt;brched after her. The Grafton and Corn- 

* 'v;v1 ilood toward us, and might have been w'Cathered by ’the 
' b'eiub, if tiny had kept their wind, cfpecially the Cornwall 

‘ which 

€ 

^ A prottf of tlik' yclv.jnia^c of d^inoliihing .in'ciiomy’s rigj^ing, in pre-. 

: > iIk* uiviij or flril^ing the hull of hh ftiip. (No. 4th> 

jind O^h 
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*■ wKich ‘ was fartheft to leeward, and loir ln.r main top-inall, 

‘ and was otherwife much dllabled ; but they perll vcrL*! i\> 

* Ari<n:ly in declining every chance of dole adioii, uotwithihuul 
ing their great fupenority, that they contented thendllvci; witii 

‘ firing upon thefe fhips, when palling barely within gun-ihv';. 

‘ and fuftertfd them to rejoin tlxc fquadron, without one ollbrt tt* 

* cut them off". The Moninoufh was fo totally dii'J-.Ied in her 

‘ mall?^and rigging, that I jtidgcd it proper to fend in 

‘ the evening, for Captain- Famshaw to make tire bell of his 

* way to Antigua ; and he parted comixiny aoc«>i‘dIngly. 

‘ When we were ckrfe in with St G.corge's Hay, tire Fr ench co- 
‘ loirrs were feen flying upon the fort, and oilier baUcrics ; which 
‘ left no doubt of the enemy being in full poflefli«jri of the 
‘ ifland. To diflodge them was inxpradicable, conlidcring the 

* ftatc of the two fleets. 1 therefore fent orders to Captain- 
‘ Barker, the agent, to mrrkc the bell: of his way witli the 

* tranfports to Antigua or St Chrillophcrs, whichever he ct>ulJ 

* fetch, intending to keep tiro King’s (hips hcLwccn them and 

* the French fquadron, which, at thq dole of the evening, was 
‘ about three miles to leew^avd of us, and, 1 had no doubt, would 
‘ at Itafl: be as near in the morvrrug : F w, Tilthough it v/as 
‘ evident from their coijdud: throughout the vvliolc day, itiat 

lixey were rcfblvcd to avoid a clole^ engagement, f could not 
‘ allow myfetf to think, that, with a force fo greatly fupciior 
‘ the French Admiral jvould permit us to car ry olf the tvanlports 
‘ unmoiefted ; however, as his fquadron was not to be feen next. 
‘ morning, I conclude ho returned to Grenada, 

Fi 


It 
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* U is my iliiTy on this occahort to reprcfcnt, that tlic behaviour 
^ ()1 li'c' f'dicers iind men of his Majelly’s IcjuatUon was fuch 

* as lHs.aniu iiniHh H a men, zealous fin* the honour of ilieir 
( ;:;iiUr\ , and anxious to fiipport their nntioiuil charatlcr. 

‘ 'I’lif 'inarines, likewile, and troops that were embarked, with 
‘ tlfeir I S, ill ihc Kliyej’s fliips, behaved as bmve foldiers ; 

‘ a.'ivl, ironi Use exemplary gxuul conduQ of thofe who got into 
‘ IVopi the vil'ible clfecl wliich the brifk and w'eU-dirc«Sled 

‘ five had upon tlie enemy’s fliips, and from that eo.-.'l, deter- 

* 'inineii n l'ointion, and very flroug defiro of coming to a clofe 
‘ cn* yigtinent, which prevailed univei lally throughout the lijua- 

* dron, i think invi'elf ju^iliable in laying, that tlie great lupe- 
‘ rionty in numbers and force would not have av.iiled the enemy 
‘ fo much, h.ad not their advantage over us in failing enabled 
‘ lIuMii to prefervo a dillaace little c;dculatcd for deciding lucb, 

* contclls, ’ 


ri;K DESCRIPTION OF ADMUIAL BYHOn's BATTLE OFF 
ivEKNADA, JULY ti. 17*79, TAKEN FROM IHE FORKCJOINO 
LL'I'ILR’**. , 

« 

r 

72. T'', (IMaie Vll. fig. I.*) Tlie French fleet, as 'they were feen 

at d.iydiglit off the town of Sc O'eorge, inod of them at anchor, 

. ' but 


J'l.fiii. i. lii y.-iy 1 frijr.irc, wah a fleet ol trautports. 
Freia Ik 26 7 friy.iicb. ' 
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b’jXt getting under way, and feemiiigly in confufion, with lit*lo 
wind. 

C, I’ri gates on the out-look. 

B, The Britifli fleet difeovering them from windward. 

oS/ B, ^flg. 2.) The Bi'itilh now extended in Tme of l/utk 
a -head. 

A, iThe three headmoft fliips under Vice-Adujirai B.nring- 
ton, cari-^ing a prefs of I'all, in. confequcnce of die lignal for ge- 
neral chafe, were loon Ih'cd upon by die enemy, which live 
not returned till he got conlidcrably nearer. 

E, The enemy having now got tlii; breeze of wrind, are feen 
draw'iiig out their line from the chiller they were lying in, and 
forming to leeward on the ftarboard tack- 

.'54. B, (fig. 3.) The Britilh fleet after the lignal for dole cn- 
g.agement, which, with their* utmoll endeavours, they could not 
c*fib<n; ; the enemy yiduftrioufly avoiding it, by always bearing 
up when our ihips got near them, as at F. Their fuperiority 
iiver us in iailing gave them the option of diftance, which they 
availed thcmfelvcs of, fo as to prevent our rear front ever getting 
into action ; af/J to ibey tUci grt’ttt damo^c to the 

wiijls and' r'tggin^^ •when •our Jf-'ot^ could nr-t reach them. ThcJUgli. 
the tJiree headmoll Ihips, A, wero expofed to a ievere five in* 
making the attack, yet die Grafton, the Cornwntl, and Tion, 
being farther to Icewranl, at C, and confequcntly nearer the ene- 
my, fulFcrcd moll, haying fujlained the fire of the enemy s ‘ivlcJ.e 
line as it pajfcd tbem^ io Icc-ward^ upon the ftarboard tack- "1 1 h> 

H 2 Mon- 
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Monmouth^ D, alio fufl'cred confiilcrably, by Captain Fanfliaw’s 
hsaviMjj; gnllantly hoic do'ivn to Jlop the' enemy s vnn^ and hring it f* 
af'ih.n : a? did the Suflblk, in another attack upon the enemy’s 
vait. 


.o.j. B, (fig. Jt.) The Britifh fleet forming the beft line tliat 
circinnJh'iui cs would admit of, to prevent the enemy from dou- 
hlitvg b.u k upon us, and cutting off our tranfjwrts, which they 
leciued iudiiied to do, by means of their large fiigates, well 
:;r tlicii ibips of the line. 

C, '1 he C hafton and Covnwa! left far a-ftern. 

K, fho Lioit, being much lliattered, making off to leeward. 

70. F, (fig. .5.) The enemy, having tacked to the fbuthward, 
and upon the larbt>ard tack. 

B, The Britifh, after having immediately got upf^n the fame 
lack, to be in rcadincft to fupport the Grafton and Coni- 
wal, who were difubled, and had been left, a go, at way a-ftem, 
,;s at C. But the Lion, being much more fhattered, had bore 
away to the weftward, as at F. ; anti, to our great furprife, no 

tliip of the enemy had been detached after her. 

* 

/:7. ^riie iimilarity of this batjlc with ..that of Mr Byno, al- 
ready tlclcribed, is fo great,* that, whetlier the mode in whidi ^ 
the Britifli made the attack, or the uKxle in which the French 
avoided it, lliall be confidefed, we have no doubt of fhowiog, 
that the* circuinllanccs in either cafe were equally cffcd|pl by the 
principks laid down (Sedion IV.) j but as the importance of 
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the fubje<fl requites that this fliottltl be done in the mod 
tatdory manner* ti>o obfei^^ations made fliall be fnppoited l>y^<.x- 
tradls from the Admiral’s letter. 


I. 


OBSEIlViVTXONS OM THE BRITISH MOPE 
OF ATTACK. 

58. That (he Admix^i by extending Ins 
line of battle, in an attempt to ftop the 
van of the enemy, and bring it to a£tioii, 
it may be admitted, that it was with tit? 
intent of taking, dcllroying, or ilifabliiig 
every opponent fljip. • 


59. Ill liiis attempt, however, the Ihlps 
in the van, by tlie nature of tlic courfc 
they were obliged to take (Ko. 27*. 28.), 
\|^cre expofed, for a long time, to a 
heavy fire, which they c<Ktld not return, 
or did not retutn. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE AOMIRAL’s LRT- 
TER»tN SUl'fORT Of- THESE OBSERVA- 
TIONS. 

* Tlie Monmouth likewife fuffered ex- 
ceedingly, by Captain Faiifhaw's having 
bore down in a very gallant manner to 
Itop the van of the enemy’s ftptadicn, and 
bring it ro aaion (e). — And the Suilolt 
appearing to liavc recoivctl confiderable 
damage in an attack tnade by Rear-Ad- 
miral Jlowlcy tipon the enemy’s van i’ . ) 

* I’hc fjgnai was «n-ade for tlic fliips to 

and form as they could get yp j 
in confeqiicnce of which, the Prince of , 
Wal?s„thc Royne, and the Sultan, the 
headmoft Iliipi, of the Britilh, and car- 
rying a prefs of fail, were foon fired up- 
on, at a great diftance, which they did 
not return till tlicy got confideiably 
nearer. ’ (Vid. <?.) 


(io. Th;y 


‘The 
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Jc* 

6.^. Tlj.it by tills courA-, M'hich muft 
li.ivL I'jiii ill ibc liaiiiiiw or lafkin;; 
form ‘^No, 2 8.)i ^bc fliips of the van hav- 
jng got far .i-liea<ji of the rear, were 
thevvTor.e the fooncr in witli the enemy j 
but being t'.ifibkd by the firo they rc- 
eelvcil in coming down, and becom- 
ing i/I .. manner immoveable, or fta- 
tionaiy, pared with the enemy, they 
\i'ere obliged to fuRain the continued 
lire of tluir wliolc lino, fliip by fnip, 
as tl)ey pillVtl In fucceiruin, without 
leaning it in tluir power to flop the van, 
..s intcMidcd, or even to bring a finglo 
fhip of thi. m to a£tion. 

6 1 . Thai the rear, by the nature of this 
< .^urlc alfo, not from any inferiority in 
point of failing, compared wdth the ene- 
niy, being at lirft left far a-ftern by 
ihc ran (No. 28. )> afterwards, as 
>nay be fuppofed, having met with ob- 
ilviiclioii from difableil fliips a-bead, 
might liAVc been prevented froin carry- 
iiig fupport to the van, in like mnnner 
as was occafioncij by the Intrepid in 
Mr Cync/s a£lion, a-llcrn endea- 

vouring to go to windward of tlic difa- 
hied fliip, but fome for certain Y^irnig 
to leewaidi ; for how, otherwife, can wc 
account for tlu: fituationsof the Grafton, 
Cornwa/, and Lion, or for the gallant 
Attempt of Captain Fanshaw to flop the 
van of ihj enemy, and bring it to a£lion ^ 


* Tlie fliips that fufTercd moft, weic 
thufc the action began \\ ith, tJic C^rafton, 
Captain Coiling wuiod, tlic Cornw.d, Cip- 
tain Edwards, and the Lion, Captain 
Cornwallis. The fpirited cxamjdes of 
Vice-Admiral Barrington, with the for- 
mer three, expofed them to u fevere lire 
in making the attack ^ and the latter 
three happening to be to leeward, fuflain- 
cd tlic fire of the enemy's wliole line, as 
it pafled on the llarbo.ird-t u k.' (Vid. if.) 


* Their fuperiority over us in falling 
gave them the option of dillanec, which 
they availed thcnifclvcs of, fo as to pre- 
•vent our rear from ever getting Into ac- 
tion. ’ (Vid. r.) 


n, 
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IL 


OBSERVATIONS ON TOE FRENCH MODE 
or RLJ^EIVING THE ATTACK. 

62- The French, on the other hand, 
feeing the liritifli fc^uadron coming down 
to attack them, drew out tlicir line of 
battle by forming to leeward ; of necef- 
(iiy on this occafion, but admirably fitted 
for their manner of fighting, which pe- 
culiarly might be faid to confdltin an 
addrels qualified for faving their own 
iljips, while they fiiould have it lu their 
power to difable thofe of their enemy. 
According to this fy/leni, then, fo foon 
as the Biitilh fquadron approached with- 
in what might be thought tlic greateft 
pi.iiible range of cannon-(hot, and while 
it was coining dewu before the wind, 
llic French, from their whole line, kept 
up a heavy firc-j bur, as foon as any of 
•the Ih'itilh Ihips liiid brought-to, and 
they, in their turn, began to be annoyed 
by the Ihitilh fire, the Ihipa the moft 
c^xpofed bore aVtray, and withdrew fn>in 
'battle (No. 20,) Aiul whether this was in 
the van or cdlfte^ moll probably it was in 

the 


EXTRACTS FROM ADMIRAL UVRON* 
letter continued. 

* The enemy getting the breeze T)f 
wind about that time, drew out {heir 
line from the clutter tliey wert lying in, 
by bcaiiing away and forming to lee wax J 
on tlie llarboard-tack, whkii Ihowcd 
their llretigth to be very difierout from 
our Grenada intelligence; for it was 
plainly difeovered they had 34 fail of 
Ihlps of war, 26 or 27 of which were of 
the line, and many of thefe of grear. 
force. Ifowcvcr, the general chafe was 
continued, and the fignal made for ciofe 
engagement ; but our utmoft endeavours 
could*not ctTc£l that, the enemy iniliif- 
trioufly avoiding it, by bearing up when 
our Jliips got near them. ’ (Vid. #.) 


'-aft 


From 
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Oic V rc|'r*.fc.‘itt d inPlatcT V. ilg- 
1. rij ,! .‘’tcriMtu (hips HiouKl wiLlulraw, 
isiiiii- li.r^ rnKtiiJte ililps ihould be left to 
))i] up the inn^rvaU, and fiipport the line,. 
:No. 49.); widle the rear, to avoid every 
poffibihiy of being forced into adiiou, 
kepi bearing away (as at fig. 3. Plate 
"Vll.) in like manner as before del’cribed 

:No. 50. nid Plate V. fig. 3.) 

( 

6 ^. And now again tukin|f advantage 
<A the uiford' red condition of the Britifli 
tVjUAdron, (for, at that time, fcvcral of 
rhe hcatiiiiort ihipB, from the fcverc fire 
fceeiveil hi coming down, lay cvipplcd, 
w hile die C;rafton, the Cotnw'al, and the 
laon, having got confiderably to fee- 
ward wHth the intention of covering their 
fnc'iuls, were therefore the more expofed) 
the French, I fay, laying hold of the op- 
portunity, and without delay, or remain- 
ing till they might be dilabled them- 
fclvcs ;No. 48.), made fail,. and fliip by 
ihip, as many as wuld reach in pafling, 
threw in upon the above ihips thfc whole 
of their fire, when, having formed again, 
for the fecond time/to leeward, they were 
pf epared again and again to play tlie fame 
manoeuvre, fo often as tlic likc^attafik 
Ihonld be repeated. (No. 21! 22. ^8* 
and 49.) ^ 

Wheth-r it might, or might not 
have been prac\ic.ible to cut off either of 

ihefc 


m ■ 

‘ From the very fmart and •?ui//^tref/rv! 
five it'pt up by thffi jnvaning the 

Prt/tce the Hoyrtc^ iht Sultan^ 

and after*ivards the Graftoti^ it>€' GovnHval^ 
and the Z-ioUf wth ike ^tonmouth and 
others that w-cre engaged, f iim con- 
vinced they did the enemy great damage, 
although their maft^, rigging, and fails, 
appeared lefs injured than ours, tile four 
^fldps laft mentioned, w^ith the Fame, 
being fo dilabled in their niafis and rig- 
ging, as to be incapable of keeping ttp‘ 
with the reft of the fleer ; and the Suf- 
folk appearing to have received confider- 
able damage, ^ &c. (Vid.yi) 


* The Grafton and Obr^lw^at ilood to-*' 

■ 

ward v») and might havt; hccn.'wr^thci'ed 

by 
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lU 


thvft^ fiiipPjthc GrartoiijCovnwaljOr Lion, 
ib not xlirputcd ; but, .is they dUl not 
think thi y eouKl fiicec-cil in tliat altempr, 
without fuilaining fonic damage, they, 
as ufual, preferred a coiidu£l more cau- 
tious, and kept their fleet intire, that the 
rcdu£lion of the*ifland Grenada, their 
pnrtieular objeft, might be carried on 
with the greater certainty of fuccefs. 
(No. 48.) • *■ 


6 ij/riie damage received by the French 
flijps mud have been but trifling j for, 
ofherwite, the Britilh Admiral would not 
have had veafon to exprefs an appfchcii- 
fion that tlicy might be able to d<»uL)e 
upon him and cut off his traufports, 
which were, at the time, a confldcrablc 
way to windward* 

66 , On this occafion, the >vhfdc of the 
Frcncli fyftcm feems to have been ;u® coin- 
picti-Iy lVil|i»\ved out as in the former af- 
fair, tJiat of Mr ffvNc; •, they prelVrved 
their own ihlps Viuire, while thtj^dif.i- 
hled thofc of ilieir eflerny \ and fo intent 
W'cre they in keeping their main object 
in view, the making themfelves mailers 
* of tlic ifland, that they c.mtloirlly avoid- 
ed every chance' that could V'ad tticm 
into a ferape, which a clofe engagement 

jx>flibly 


by the French^ if they lird kt‘pt th^.r 
wind, efpecially the Coruwal, whitli v. . . 
fartludt to leeward, and ioit her \r ,r. 
top nvail, and was oilicrwilV nMiv li dtfi- 
blcd but they perfevered fo Ui icily in 
declining eveiy chance of clofc action, 
notwithllandmg their great ruperioriiy, 
that they contented tlicmfclvcs wdtii fir- 
ing upon thefe fliips, when paflmg, bare*- 
1y within gundhot, .ind fuflered tlicni ti' 
rcjuiii the fqiJ'Luiion, without one efli^rt 
to cut them off. ’ (Vid. /.) 

^ I Sook in the fignal for cliafc, but 
continued that for clofc cugagcincnr ^ 
fonned ihc betl line which circunnlrinccs 
would admit of; and kept the wiiiil, to 
prevent the enemy fromdoubliiig np.on to., 
and cutting otV the tr.mfpoi ts. ’ (\hd. r 


* llic Fiv^nch flpi.idion l.uka.ii to l!u: 
fouthward, and 1 ditt the farr.e to be in 
readiuefs to fuppoitjlu* (Jraffon, Coi?:- 
WM],*.ind f.loii, tliat wf ic dif ibit (!, .imlI a 
j^rcat way a Hern; but il'.c l.ion bung 
likewife much to Iccu aul, bore .tway to 
the wetlwarrl, and loll lirr iv 

and juiiien toj>r»Kdts, and t!ie rcil of l.. r 
rigging and fails being cm in a nu.ll - 
traordinary manner, ihc bore .iw.. v ii 
the wcftwaiJ, when the llceL> ;.ickcd v 
I 
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pnl]':’'-lv n/i j’.: Ikao t:wn ^vl^L■ll op- lUid, to n^y r^vy'-ilv.’, ro lliip of ti.C c:h'- 

pi.ri c liLi.'J, .rpp.ircntly fortunate, nty was utt v. hjil arur htr. 

Iv !i.i. ilie in;ii!»g tiiT the irinifports, ‘For nllh.< :» ji;!! it w.i:, «.vh;v.rit, front 
or iiu c.j'i'rif i»l' ihofo foiv-nienllom'd their contiucl iKro*.^;!jCut the whcyle day, 
ih’.pM (.iiMiLoa A\u\ Coviiwal, or the ihtit they were rcfuiveil to avoid a clofe 

I cowhl IlOt ullOW Hiyfclf 
to Ifiiuk, that, M'ith a force fo greatly 
fuperior, the French Admiral won hi 
permit us to carry off the tratjfpnits un- 
moleitc*. ’ ^ViJe /.f * 

• IJiii. helkics ihc cctui'cs mentioned for retarding tlie roar of 
a Jktt to windward, from getting into ailion with a licet to !oo~ 
\v.ird, there ia anoilier, which, being a niananivrc ol courle, may 
thtreihro Jjuve taken place on this occafion, althongh not taken 

notice of by Mr Ijykon in liis letter^ For ilKiftration’s fake, 

— [f the op{>oncnt fleet to leeward, as extended in lino of battle, 
fliall lie tip hut one linglc point 1K> the wind (No. 29.) the vans 
of the two fleets miift mutually approximate, ami get witfimii 
lighting diftance j wliilc the two rears, of conloqnence, may Hill 
be fc line miles afundcr ; atul tlic more numerous the two fleets 
are, aitd the more they arc extended, each of them In their pro- 
per line of battle, the greater will this proportional diflance he : 
For, if two fquadrons# confilling of tivclve fhips each, (as re- 
pref'ented in Plate V. fig. 3.), lhall make this diflance l^elvvccu the 
two rears amount .to one mile and a half; in this eagagemc*nt 
of Mr Byron’s, where the* two Iquadrons, each of them, con- 
filled of 21 fliips, even the leaft numerous, it follows, that the 
diilauce bet%veea the two rears, accordiug to the lame ra;io, 

might. 
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nuglit, by ibis rc.ifon rJonc, Invv'c amnuntctl to -SGiio yard;,, c.r 
'l l ir.ilo. 

G7, Again, Paoiild the fhips in the rear of the fleet to Icew.inl, 
at ifie fame time, keep Ijearing away, (a:; reprefcntecl in Bl,\te 
f«g. 3. at L fend M, or in riate VII. fig. 3. at G aitd 11), 'and 
which undoubtedly th.cy did in thits engagement, then tJie fjtaco 
between the two rc^s will be flill m<ire increai’cd. 

. cs. From all which, the feveral advantages whicli a fleet *o 
leeward has over an extended fleet makiju; an attwick front 'the 
windward, <is Jxirntcriy etinmcrateii^ are lb fully confirmet.!, that 
in rceat itttlating them, \w^i are obliged to make ulb of altnoil the 
fame words as arc made ufc of by j\lr Bvron iumlelf In his l-.tt(.r. 

• 

G9. \Ji^ By'- their fuperiorlty of lire, the Ihijis in tlte v;«n wer,, 
tlifaitled in coming dowit to .the attack; bij''>re they 

br‘j//rbi~lo^ in u (ituntion f>om'Lvhcftcetb<yioul(l,ii;.i.ylhc(Ui;,!\\ 
(No. 33.) 

70. 2rt7r, By being to leeward, the enemy, he litys, tild gre.\? 
damage to our mafts ami rigging, while our Ihf.'t^ eou.id i.ot jv.,eh 
them, by btin^ (hroix'n into the zcuitto , (No. 3-t.) 

71. 3<//)', 'Fho ClornwaJ and Lion,*|>v.rr of tlie van, ;o):n heln - 
feparated and unfuyipoitetl, ttr being farther to iocvvard, as lie 
fays, fuftered moll, having fuflained the lire of the Ci!einy'’s whc.a 
line as it pafled to lce^Yar^l. (No. 35.) 

1 2 ‘ y-. 
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72. 4-1 hfy. And is it not evident, as well from lil.s letter, as from 

the dtricription, that the enemy, from tlieir Iccvvaru lituati*/ii, laid 
]\oUl of that advantage, by Healing away at pleafurc? (No. ;jG.) 

V:'. From the letter it is clearly demon Hrated, that 

ihcM'ifliculty of getting the rear of the fleet brought into action, 
tlul arife frcun the nature of the attack itfclf, not front any abate- 
ment of lifn it in the leamen, nor from any dt?fc6t of the Ihipping 
on the one lide, or even from any degree of fuperiority on the 
lather. 


OL 
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ARBtTTHNOT’S ENGAGEMENT. 


III. ADMIRAL ARBUTHNOT’s ENGAGEMENT WITH, THE 
FRENCH F^LEET OFF THE MOUTH OF THE CHESAPEi^K;, 
THE i6tH march 1781. 


E'XTRACT OR A LETTER RRpM ADMIRAL ARBOTHNOT, 20Tn MARCH fjBlf 
* 3U1NNEBAVEN BAY. 

7 'F. ‘ On the 1 6th, at fix A. M. tl/ie Iris made the fignal for 

* difcovcriiig five flrange fail, to the N. N. E. aod fooii afterwards 
‘ hiiilcil, that they were large Ihips fteering for the Capes of Vir- 

* gioia, ami fnppoled to be dillant about thive miles. I imme- 
‘ lately concluded it mull be die enemy I w’as in fearch of, and 
*• accordingly prepared.^he fqxiadron for battle, by forming the 

* line a-head a cable’s tengtli afundcr, on a wind which was then 
‘ fi'ol^, and proceeding towards them with a prefs of fail. At 

* tins time (Jape Henry bore S. \Va by W. dillant about 1* 

* leagues, wind at Weft j the French bearing from us, N. N. E. 

‘ the weather lb hazy, that the length of the Britifli line could 

* fcarccly* be’ dilcerned. 

‘ At; a quarter of an hour after eight A. M. the wind veered to 

* N. W. by *W. and fooa after to N, by W. wdiich gave the enemy 
‘ the advantage of the .weather-gage. About this time feveral of 

* the enemy’s Ihips xvere dilcovered to windward, inanoeUtTing 

* to form their lino. 


* At 
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td'i 


‘ Ar tv. cnty-'.K o niinutes after eight, the G uadaloujtc vangttl 
‘ up ur.cler our luo, hiingiiig the llintc intelligence witli that al- 

• ready gi\x'n ])y the Iris, and was ordered to make litil, and eii~ 
'• dejNour to keep light of the enemy. 

' -\i thlrty-^hvc ntlnnies after eight, 1 direifted the Iris, by 
‘ ijgnal, to make fail a-hcad, and keep light of the enemy, as 
^ the ha/.e . linpcared to thicken. The Britilh line was hy this 

• ti v.e completely formed, and clofc hauled on the larboard tack. 

‘ .X' twenty minutes after nine, the hcadmoll of the I'rcnch 

• ihips tacked, as did the. rcll in fucceinon, and ftained the lino 
‘ on the ilavhoavd tack. 

‘ .\t thirty- live minutes afler nlde, the weather being very 

• 'ijually, I formed the line a-hcad, at two cables length afunder. 

It 

‘ At a quarter of an hour idler ten, I iiiade the ftgnal I'or the 

• :;!'i...dron to tack, the lieudmoll and weaihenmdl lirtt, and gain, 

'.vind of the enemy, , 

■ ‘ At a quarter of an, hour alter eleven, the headmolt of the 

• I rtnch line i jckcd ; but one c»f tliom having milled Hays, the 
K Il'v. ore, and formed, the line on the larboard tack. 

‘ At Icrty minutes after eleven, I recfornied my line, at one 
■ cable’s* length afunder. 


4 


At 
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r,7 

‘ At twelve o’clock, there being a prolpccl of the v.ui of nw 

* line rebelling the enemy, the whole of my line tacked by fig 
‘ nal, the van Hrfl, and the leading (hi]i ccnlinncd to lead on the 
‘ other tack. 

* At one o’clock, the Wench fqundron having conip'etcd tiicir 
‘ form in a line n-hoad, cf.’nilfting c»f eight two deckers, bore 
‘ F.. by»8. the liritiih line clofe hauled, fleering E. S. FI. wind n' 

‘ N. ]•:. 

% 

7 «■». * At half an hour after one o’clock, the enemy being 
‘ apprehcnfivc of the danger and incc’4ivcniencc of engaging th 
‘ windward, from the high lea that was running, and (ipially 
‘ weather, wore, and formed their line to leeward of the Britiih 
‘ line. 

77. * At two o’clock, the van of my ftjuadron wore in the line; 
' and, in a few minutes, the Rohuft, wliicli led the Jlcct, and 

afterwards behaved in the moll gallant manner, was w.armly 
‘ engaged with the van of the enenry. The Ihips in the van and 

* centre of the line were all engaged by half an hour j>aft two, 

* anti by three o’clock the French line was broke* ; their lliips be- 

* gan foon after to wear, and to fornr their line again, with tlicir 
i heads to the §outh-eaft into the fjccaii, 

78. ‘At twenty minutes after three, I wore, anti flood after 

* them.' I was fi>rry to obferve the Robufl, Prudent, and Europe, 

* which were tiro beadmojl llrips, and received the whole .of tlic 

cuemy'-i 
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f’j ft}p at their rigging, as tiicy hor9 dowHy io entirely difa-’ 

* /i'l /, niul the London’s main-top £iil yard being carried ‘away^ 
‘ the two lirft uninauageahle, lying with tlieir heads* from the c- 
^ noun , as to be incapable of purfuit, and of rendering the std*- 
‘ van 'ago we had gained dccifive. 

" 4 

7 n. ‘ At half an hour after four, the haze name on fb veiy thicL, 
' a*; cntiitly to intercept the enemy from rtiy view. Thp Medea 
' i^>itu'd ire foon after, which 1 direiled to iS)Uow, and oblerve 
‘ the route of the enemy, wdiile I procccdotl with the ftpiadron 

* to the Chelapcak, in the hope of intercepting them, Ihoutd tliey 

* attempt to get in there. \ 




J- 


T)IE DESCRIPTION OF ADMIRAli AUBUTIINOT’s BA-fTLE OFF 
the CHESAPEA'K, 161*11 MARCH 1 78 I 

1‘, (Plate VIII. fig. 1 .) Vhe French fleet to windward, formed 

in line ()!' battle^ on the larboud tack. 

. B, 'I'he Biitlih fleet to leeward, on the lame tack, at twelve 

# •• 

o’clock, and in hopes that ,tU^ van wrould tie able to reach the^ 
enemy, (No. 7.3.1 * ' 

; - F. 


* 


eight ihips aQ4 three frigates. 
Ficnch, eight Ibips and four frigates. 
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E, (Fig. 2.) The French fleet now formed to leeward^ at half 
4 »ftcr one, having quitted their windward pofition O, from an 
apjprehenllon of the danger and inconvenience there would be in 
engaging to windward, from the high fea that was runnifig, and 
the iqually Weather. (No. 76.) 

B, The BriUfli fleet in chafe, keeping their wind. 

# 

F, (Fig. 3.) Tlie French extended in line of battle, and re- 
ceiving the attack, by firing upon the van of the Britifli, as th'ey 
came down before 4he wind. 

B, The Britifh, who had wore at two o’clock, left their pofi- 
tion at C ; are now attempting to flop the van, and fleering every 
fliip upon his oppofite of the enemy. 

Mr Arbuthnot fays, * At two o’clock, the van of my fqua- 
dron were in the line ; and, in a few minutes, the Robuft, which 
led the fleet, and afterwards behaved in a mofi gallant manner, 
was warmly engaged with tlie van of the enemy. * 

(Fig. 4.) The fliips in the vai\ A, and the centre B, of the 
line, were* all engaged by, half paft two, and by three o’clock die 
French lino was broke at FF. 

Tlieir fliips began loon after to wear, and form their line a- 
gain, with their heads to the fl>uth-cafl, into the ocean, as at G, 
Fig, 4. (No, 77.) ^ 

80. (Fig, ,?.). * At twenty minutes after three, I wore and flood 
after them, (as at B, Fig, 5.)*j but was food Ibny to oblervo the 

K. Robtift, 
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Robuft, I’nult'ut, and Luropo, which ha<I been the hcadmoft, 
now the rtcrnmofl: at A, as they had received the whole of the c~ 
ncjny's iire at the rigging, as they bore Hoivity lb entirely dilabled, 
as \v;is allb the I.ondt)n, who had her top-ftil yard carried away, 
that wc were incapable of piirfuit. ’ (No. 7^.). * 


OBSERVATIONS. 

• 

SI. Mr ARBUTHKOT,by this battle, having defestted this firil 
.ilLeini'-t of the enemy to acquire a footing in the Chefapeak ; and 
b.ivir.g relieved us of our apprehenfipils for the little army undenr 
Chp.cral Arnold, that is, having had the lingular merit of ac- 
coinj'iil'nlng, in the fulleft manner, the principtil objeef of his 
ilofVinatioii, if is much to be regretted, tb^at an ctjual degree of 
i raii- ' is not due to the action ilfelf. For, by this mode of at- 
1 iii. (Scvlion IV.), as well, as by the attempt to lloj> the van of 
•ill.- » tieuiy, his hcadmoft fliip.s were lb difabled, that they could 
:ii iihi.r gi. t into ^ofo action, nor purfae ; vvhere.T.s, on tlie other 
^ bai'ui, the c-nemy being mihurt, and pcreciving the 'difordcr of 
i{i.‘ ilritilh fleet, that they <^.vore dilabled from following thein,^^, 
— to a'i< id tlie efletils of their lire, made Util, w&r/", and formed 
:t new lio-e of battle to leeward, (No. 77.), where they were pre- 
paicil to receive a new attack, flxould the ^ritifli Admiral attempt 

■s2. 'I 'llo L‘i);!;.tgenicnt, however, is diftinguiflind fro;n the two 
• nnr, by a in..MOL‘Uvre peculiar to itfclfj and muff be .of Ibrnc 

weight 
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weight in fiipporc of what hius been ;jdvrincc«.l with rclj.CvA t:> 
French ideas. For, quitting the windward iUuatlun, wliioh I’acy 
were poflefled of, and alTuming their pofl to leeward, as they 
did, (No. 70.), they plainly Ihowcd, tliat they were conlidoru in 
tliexr fuperior ktu^wledgo in naval ta^lic ; tliat they relied <ai r.ur 
want of penetration ; atul, getting to Iccwivril, that tliey nulled {a.- 
irreriftlble dcllrc would huny us on to make the cnllotna:-}* at 
tack, (Introd, page 20.) though at a difadvantage alnioll bey;M.; 
the pcAvcr of calculation; by whicli, the Hrltilh Admiral, *'!■ 
ving bis lliips crippled in the lirft onl'ct, never alter w.is ablo to 
cldfe with, follow up, or even detain one fingle iliip of them lor 
one inomcnt. (No. 37 .) 


IV. ADMIRAl. OR AVI- si; ENGAGEMENT WITH THE EREXCU 
FEIM, I' Ol-r THE MOUTH OF THE CIIESAPEAK, THE .5TI1 OH 
SEPTEMBER I7S1. 


r or a tj;ttrr i rom \'K'E*.*u>?v1irae craves, AircL.-r 31ST 17:! .s 

on- SANDVllOOK. 

S.‘J. ‘ I hog yoti w'ill be plcaleil to acquaint my Lords Clom- 

* inillloncfs of die Atbtiiralty, that the moment the wind Jerved 
•* to carry the lliips over the bar, wliich was hiiovcd for the puj- 

* pofe,, the iqiiadron came out ; and Sir Sanuu.l 1 lood gelling 
‘ under fail at tlie famp time, the fleet proceeded together, on tlie 
‘ 3 1 11 of Augufi, to tlic Ibuthward. 

K 2 


* Tl-.o 
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* Thu cruUurs \\]jich I Ikic! placed before the Delaware could 
‘ give me no certain information, and the cruifurs. oft* the Chefu*! 

‘ peak had not joined. 'I'hc wind being rather favourable, w^c 
*■ approached the Chefapeak the morning of the*4!tli f'f %ptcin- 
‘ her, when tlio .idvasiccd flitp made the fignal of a fleet. . We 
*' iooii clifeovered a number of great fliips at anchor, w-hich foetu- 
‘ t ;.! to be extended acrofs the entrance of the Chefapeak, from 
‘ t.!a[K‘ Homy to the nnikllo ground : *l'hcy had a frigate cruifing 
‘ ijfl" the Cape, which ftodd in and joined them ; and, as \ve ap- 
‘ proached, tfie whole fleet got under lail, and, ftretched out to 
‘ fea, with the wind at N. N. E. As we drew nearer, I formed 
‘ the Tmu Itril: a-hcad, and then in fuch a manner as to bring his 

* Majuily's fleet nearly parallel to tlie line; of approach Cif the e- 

■ nctnv ; and, when I found that our van was advanced as for as 

‘ the fttoal of the middle ground Would admit of, I wore the fleet, ^ 

* and brought them upon the fame tack with the enemy, and 
‘ nearly parallel to them, though we were by no means extend- 

* cd 'A itb. their rear. So foon as 1 judged that our van w'onld be 
‘ alilc to oj'ierate, I made the flgnal to bear, away and approach, 

‘ and, fbon after, -to engage the enemy dole. Somewhat after 

■ the a£lion began amongll the headmoll fliips, pretty clt>le, 

' .nd ibun bccalrne general, as far as the fccond Ihip from the 
' centre, t<nvards*tbc rear, ^he *oan of tbi enemy bore anxyayy lo 
^ efi!, /be centre to fupport thenif, or thtey would have been cut 

‘ up. The ablion did not pmirely ceafe till a little after fun-fet,.* 
‘ thc/ugh at a conftderable diftance ; for the centre of the enemy 
. ( nfuuied to bear Up as it advajiced } and, at thaf moment, 

‘ fboined' 
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ffcmcd to have little in ore in view, than to lliclur their own 

* van, as it went away before tlic ^vind. 

‘ His Miijcfty’s fleet confillce! of nineteen fail of the line; that 
‘ of the. French formed twenty-four fail in their line. Aftei 
‘ night, I fent^ the frigates to the van and rear, to pull^ fortvard 
‘ the line, and keep it extended -with die enemy, with a full in- 

* tention to renew the engagement in the morning ; but, when 
‘ the frigate Fortune returned from the van, I was informed, 
‘ that feveral of the (hips had fiiflercd fo much, that they were 
‘ in no condition to renew the a^aion until they had ieciired their 
‘ inafts : wc, however, kept well extended with' the enemy ail 

* night.’ • 


‘ We continued all day,^the 6th, in fight of each other, repair- 

* ing our damages. Rear-Admiral Drake fhifted liis flag into 
‘ the Alcide, iiniil the Princefs had got up another main-top maft. 

The Shrewfbury, whofe Captain loft a leg, and had the firft 

* Lieutenant killed, was obliged to reef both top-mafts, Ihifted 
‘ her top-fail yards, and had fuftained very great damage. I or- 
‘ dcred Captain Colpoys of the Oipheus to take command of her, 
*• and put her into a ftato for a^bn. 

‘ The Intrepid iiad.both fop-fail yards Ihot down, her top-mafls 
*• fn great danger of falling, and her Iftwcr mail's and yards vciy 
“ much damaged, her Captam haVipg behaved with the greatefb 
* ** gallantry to tover the ^riBwfbiiryJ ' The Montague was in great 

‘ dange» 
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‘ duri;j;c)‘ c-f lonvij?, her jnalls; the Torrihlc lb leaky as to keep all 
*• jtunips goiiii; j und the Ajax ullb very leaky. 

^ j)i the pu-ient Hate of the fleet, and being five fail of the line 

• iiinnbcr than ilie enemy, and they having advanced verv 

* 1 ’'. . 11 ) :n rl)0 wind i.ip(in ns during the day, 1 determined to tack 

‘ . ! cighr, to i>reveiit being drawn too far from the Chefapeak, 

■ uid t'> flauil to die northward. * 


T'.H- T>E.SCRII>TION OF ADMIRAT. CRAVES’rf C NO ACiP.MI- NT 
01 I TOP Clir.SAl')- AK, TJIE 3T1I Ol- SEl*TEMUPll 17.S1. 


J-i-i. (Plate IX. fig. 1.) The French fleet at anchor, and cv- 
tended aevofs ilio entrance of the Chefapeak, from Cape Henry 
to ilie iiiiddlc grcntid, v' h.>, as fooit as they perceived the Britilh 
ih\ V roach! ng, got uitder fill, and ftrctchcd out to lea upon 
the i. ’ I;! aol tack, us at Ch 

'Li'.e Ihitifia fleet avlvancing to the mid.dle ground, but nor 

till aj'tcr ilie French had 

€ 

lI.c Frcitcji at O. 

13, ' 2 .) The Brififa fleet, .after having advanced as far us 

ti'.c- 11 ' . ! tite middle ground, as per courfe A, wore ; and 

• ' having 


leit it, formetl in a line ncarl)^ parallLl to 



7 r .' al a firc-thip. 




Frcncli, 'z^ fbips* Frigates, 
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having flood after the enemy, arc now npon the K^l^lOard tack, 
extended in lino of battle a-haad, and ahnoll a-breall of them. 

(Fig. 3.) Mr CiitAVES f tys : * So foon as I judged that ouv 

* van would able to opwate, I matlc the ligital to bear away, 

* and approach as at B ; and, foou after, to engage the enemy 
‘ clofb.‘. 


(Fig. 4.) ‘ Somewhat after four, the adlton began air.ongfl 

* the headmofl lltips, pretty clofc, and foon became general, 

* far as the fccond Ihip from the centre, towards the rear. T he 

* van of the enemy bore away,* as at G, ‘ to enable their centre 

* to fupport them, ’ as at F, fig. 4. * or they would haA'O been. 

‘ cut up. • 

* Idle a<flion did not entirely ccafe till after funfet, though at 
‘ a conlidci*ablc dilhmcc ; for the centre of tlic enemy continued 

* to bear up as it advanced ; and, that moment, foomed to have 
‘ little more in view than to rticltcr their own van, as it went 
*■ away before the wind. ' 

8.5. Mr GKAvres might have added, that the French fleet, liy 
making tliis* njo\ einenr, npt only covered their own van a.s' ii 
y^ent off, but diey completely ddablpd the vau of the Brkifh, 
uOw feparated and unfupported, and wJio had Ix’cn beloro greatly 
luirt in iheir rigging, by making the attack as they ditl, infomuch, 
that hardly a fliip \va.s able to ftand after, and prevent ibe cneiu', 
from forming a new line to leeward. (No. lO. to 37. iiicliifivel v.) 


t Ik 





NAVAL TACTICS. 


The fltets continued in fight of each other for five days fiic- 
ccfllvely, and, at times, were very near ; but oms had not fpeed 
cnougli, in fo mutilated a ftate, to attack them, and they Ihowed 
no inclination to renew the action ; but they generally maintain- 
ctl the wind of us, yet did not make ule of that power 

S7. Tlie anxiety of the French to avoid a battle on this occa- 
fion, and their manoeuvres in confequence, that they might not 
xgain be prevented in their defigns upoii the Chelapcak, in which 
they liad been difappointed by Mr Arbutunot, are lb much 
alike to what has already been delcribed in two engagements, the 
one with the unfortunate Admiral Bykg, and the other with Ad- 
miral Bvron off Grenada, that the obfervations then made being 
equally applicable in this cafe, it will be unneceffary to repeat 
them. 

V. 




• Certain French OfTiCcr** on board their own fleet, it is faid, having received 
•atj inviiatioii from the Admiral fo dine with him, on feeing the Britifli fcjua- 
dron :!j pro.uhing tljc Chcfapeik in the morning, and dreading they might be 
anj'-ktu before they could be prepared for a£tton, plcafantly faid to a gentleman, 
then prikmcr on boara. We have received an invitation from' tlie Admiral to 
ermo v.ith b.im to-tfay, but it mull;' have been from you» Admiral, not <^ur 
own; — c-xprtlVmg, by this, an'apprehcnfiou that they might lofe their Ihip, and 
•be l.ikc:n priloTiers. 
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V. GEORGE BRlQGBS^Rtt^iDNEY's ENOAGEMENX WITH 

THE-^l^E^CU F4UEfiT OFF XHE WEST END OF MARTJN^CO, 
AFR1E Jr 7. 17«a 


extract op a letter from APMIRAL SIR GEORGE BRICGFS-RODNEY, a^rif 
APRIL I78 o> off FORTrROTAL, MARTimCO. 


88. * In. this iituation both fleets remained till the t .5th inftaut, 

* when the enemy» with ‘their whole force, put to fea in the mid- 
‘ die of tlie night ; immediate notice of which being given me, 

* I followed them ; and, having looked into Fort-Royal Bay, 

* and the road of St Pierre’s, on the 1 6th we got fight of them, 

* about ^ght leagues to leeward of die Pearl Rock. A general 
‘ chafe to thd npj^-weft followed and, at five in the morning, 

* wc plainly discovered tbiit tftey confifted of twenty-three fail 
‘ of foe line* one fifty gun fblp, force frigate^, a lugger, and vi 
^ ciitter.' 'When night came on, I formed the fleet in a li5e of 

it ♦ b^tle a-kead, and Ordered the Venus and Greyhound jKgates 
“ to keep between fiis Majeftjr’ s and foe enemy’s fleets, to watch 

* fo^ir <<|^|kj(aitions, whi^jh was admirably well ' attended to by that 
■* good add veteran officer Captain Ferguflbn. 


L 


' I'lie 
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# V > Wtr V ^ ^ 

‘ Tlie manoeuvres the enemy made, durii>0;1^e night, indicated 
‘ a wirti to avoid battle, wljiich I detewnmed'tbey ihould not, 

‘ and therefore counteracted aJI th<OT Motions. 

‘ At day-light, in the morning of die I7th, we fajv the enemy 
‘ djftln»ftly beginning to form the line a-hcad. t m^e the hgn.d 
‘ for the line a-head, at tw'o cables length diihmco. ^ At forty-five 
‘ minutes after Ax, I gave notice, by public fignal, tbaf ftij/ m- 

* tention ivas to attack the enemy x rear ivitb my •whole Jorce ; 

‘ which Agnal was anfwered by every ihip in the fleet. At feven 
‘ A*. M. perceiving the fleet too much extended, I made the fig- 

* nal for the line of battle at Caie cab’e*s length afunder only. 

‘ At thirty minutes after eight A. M. I ma^e a fignal for a linf 
‘ < ’f battle a-breaft, each Ihip bearing from the other N. by ’W. 

‘ and S. by IL and bore down upon the' enemy. This Agnal was 
‘ penetrated by them, who discovered my intention, wore, and 
‘ formed a line of battle on the other tack j 1 ijnmediately made 

* the figtial to haul the vidnd, and form tb^ line of battle a-head. 

‘ At nine A. M. m;kdd ^0 Agnal for tljc line of battle a-headt at 

* two cables length, on th,e Inboard tack. 

( 

‘ The different movements*of the enemy obliged me to be very 
attentive, and watch eve^ opportunity that oflfered of attacking 
‘ them to advantage. 

‘ 'file manoeuvres made by his fleet will ‘appegar to^ 

" iheir Lordlhips bjc^ the minutes of the frgnai$ ma^e^ before and 
- chuing the atlion," At eleven A. M, I made to jpare- 
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* paie for battle^ to* Convince the whole fleet I was detei mined t(j 

* bring the enetjiy'^ W engagement At fifty minutes after clt>\ cn 

* A M. I made the figndl for every flnp to bear doxva^ ami Jltcr 

* her oppojite m the enanj s hue, agreeably to the 21ft article of 

* the additional Fighting InftrinJJions. At fifty-ii\c minute? after 

* eleven A "M I made the fignal for battle , a few minutes alter, 

* the fignal that it was my intention to engage clofe, and, oj 
‘ courft,^ the AJrniraV s Jhtp to he the example, A few minutes 

* before one P M one of the hcadmoft fliips began the i£tion 

* Pa one P. M > the Sandvwch in the centre, after having received 
< feveral fires from the enemy, began to engage. Perceiving, fe- 

* veral of our fhips engaging at a diflance, I repeated the lienal 

* for a clofe aiftion. The aiftion, in tlie centre, continued till fif* 

* teen minutes after four P. M., when Montieur Guichen m the 
‘ Couronne, in which thjpy had mounted ninety guns, the Tn- 
‘ umpbaut and Fendant^ afier engaging the SanePwith for an hour 
‘ and a half bore away. The fuperionty of the fire from the 

* Sandwich, and the gallant behavioui of her officers and men, 

* enabled her to fUftain lb unequal a combat , tliough, before at- 
‘ tacked by them, /w// beat three Jbtps out of thetrhue of battL, 
‘ liad entiridy broke if* ahd was td leeward of the wake of the 
‘ Fienph Admirilf 

^ * X 

* At tfie cpnclufioft oi* the battle, the enemy might be faid to 

* be corAplctciy beat} but fiich was* the diftancc of the van and 

* yjpiar fitfcn the centre^ and the crippled condition of feveral 
‘ fiSips, '^^at^ulatiy tfie Sandwich, who, for twenty-four hours, 
■* w^s "<yira’ difficulty kept above water, that it Ws impolfibfc to 

E 2, * piuii’c 



so N A Y A, t „,t A'.C TICS, 

‘ pvuluo them the gye4»ijfe difidvaiit 

‘ However, every eadfeavour Was to ^e^t in oiclei j- 

‘ and I have the ^ea^lt'^to tliat, onr 

* the aotb, we agsd^,^o|: l^ght of the demy’s 6eet, and, for three 

* fuCcellive da>s» ^itzvihed ^thom, but without ellh4ft, they 

‘ CYcry endekvOtit, pbllible to avoid a fecond a6aon^ and endea- 

* voured to pvfh for T'ort-Royat, Martinico ; We eut tliom off 

* To prevent the another they took ‘Shelter tinder 

‘ Gtiadaloupe. 

/ As r found It Was io vaiti to fbll<qi|^them with his Majefly^^s 

* fleet in tlie condition they were !ni every 'mouon of the 

* oucniy indicating their intention Of get^ng into Fort-Royal 

* Bay, Martinico> where aloOe they could repair tlieir fliattered 
‘ fleet, I thought the only chance we h^d of bthigtng thefn again 

* to action, was to be off Fort"Royal thetnl^Where the fleet 

‘ under my command now is, in d^y ejqpe^eflon of their ^unrival. 

* I have deipatched frigates to windward a^ to leeward of eyery 
‘ ifland, to etr e ^ gojteji.of their approai*', 


THJS* 









M BW- I ’wr gs n*Wit - 1 r . H'ti' iuft i Tyiyig 

e I 

x^t a>]i.6CRiprioN CP suit ocoRcn buipces-robni y\ bat- 

Tt^ OIF ftlE WES'i* END Or MAR^illKlCO, TlJE OF 
APttll^ 1780 ’*', 


80» F, (Plat<? Xl "Flie Fpencih j^cet jto 4t dayi« 

light, diltitv^ly £ed[i i3ie ftar* 

board taclC. ' t ^ ’Pi*’*/' 

B, The Britiih fleet Minutes after eight, 

form^ in Hne of badJe wSHSm^fMjg down on 

and after Sir George hdd t>y public figoa^ ihiat his 

intention, was to attack tW en^hiy's reaV with his whole force, 
which fignaf was anfwered by evea?y'£hip in his fleet. (Vid. a.) 

(fig, V)' Thfi iieet tn the ViGt of weaiing, and fa«m» 

ing upcMa iihc'lkibQf^^^fl^ penetrated Sir GeorgeV flg- 

nal, (Vid. ^,) ^ ^ ' 

The Britiih in line a^breal^ Issiirhig down. 


6> (fig. s.) fle^g^Mjed £n IM ef^ttle a4iead; 

at two cabies a^^e^ier^ laiilSb^, tack,^ die (ignal to 

haul the wixtd being i^Nrrtov^y tnsd^ a^.hine o*clock. ^ 

F, Hie enemy lying-ta tcfrc^V^ t 2 uli^i;a^tadb ' 

V 


* fifidlh, 30 Ihips o£ line, i fifty, and 4 frigates.. 
Fteacb, as 
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Britifh fleet, fifty mimitos after eleven o’clock, 
every one ol' which bearing down* and fleering for her ,oppofitc 
in the enemy's line, agreeable to the Sift article of^the additional 
Fighting Inllruaions, according to the fignal made for that pur-*> 
pofe, (vid. r.) and after Sir CJeorgc’s fignal to prepare for battle, 
v.'hich was intended to convince the vrhole fleet that he atai de^ 
terrnined to bring the enemy to an engagement. In five minutes 
after, the fignal for battle was given ; and, in a fow minutes af- 
ter this laft, the fignal that it was his intention to cuj^ge dole, 
W, of con rfe^ the AdmiraV i B, to be the example. (Vld. d.) 

A, The Britilli fleet cxt(^iled in line of battle. A few minutes 
bcf«>rc one o’clock, one of the headmofl fhips at D began the 
adion, and at one, the Sandvrich, the Admiral’s own iKip, after 
having received feveral fires firom the enemy, began to engage 
at C. 

F, Tlic enemy lying-to as before. 

(Fig. 5.) The adion continued above thtee hours, w-hen Monf. 
Guichen in the Couronne, mounting ninety guns, the Trium- 
phant, and the Pendant, after engaging the Sandwidi; B, for an 
hour and a half, bore away, as at F, the fuperior fixe ftom the 
S^vi'awich enabling her to fuftaio fo luic-qual a combat, though, 
before Ihc was attacked by them, jTie had beat tliree fhips, G, 
out of the line of batfle, had entirely broke it,' and was tO le^ 
ward of the wake of the French Atlmiral. Ai the condufidn of 
the battle, the enemy might be faid to be completely 
fuch W..S the dillance of the van D, and rear A B, from 

and 



ro:e|||ey*s engagement, 

nntl the cnpplcd condition of fevcral fliips, pariiculaily the Sand- 
wich, that we could not purfti^ the enemy. 

90. Though Sir George had the merit of great peifbnai cou- 
rage upon this Occafion, yet, it muil be admitted, that die attaclc, 
as put in execution, the fame, was, ^ courie, attended with 

the like ywint of eflc£t, which, unfortunately, has uniformly 
marked all our other foa-battles. Eor, notwithilanding all foat has* 
been /aid, he could not present die wary Frenclim.m from Hiding 
away from him almofl: unhurt, (in like manner os deforibed in* 
No. 23* 24*. and Plate IV. fig. l. and 2.^,; while he got his (hips 
fo greatly dtfabled that he could nert: up^ or even dc*t.iin a- 
iingle fhip of the cn^y for one moment. It is in vain, there- 
fore, to lay the Name of thin miicaniage upon the fuppofed dif- 
t.incc of tlie van and rear ; for, if both had been completely 
i.loicd witli the centre, fecMn our hypothefia, as well as from tho 
examples given, we have a right 'to conclude, tliat the van and 
rear of the French might, as ufual, have Hid away with die 
fame cafe as the centn^ done (vid. r), as ibon as they perceived 
themfelves in any danger of hurt. 

9 3t. $ir Oeorg^ has HWl tpld Us, thajt he had given notice, by 
pul^ie that.hb intepdim was tp ^attack the cneniy\ rear 

with his whole forte and thence aftcrwaids fa^s, at 

i^eirSiX oVociv A. M. I made the Hgpal for every fliip to bear 
down, ^d ftecr for her pppolite in die enemy’s line. (Vid. c.) 
Why <hd'^' George change his lefolution ? 

i 
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92. 1 lad he earned the intention of his fi|A ligilai into execu- 
tion It ib more thart probable that he might have, taken or de- 
llroycd fix or eight ihips at Icaft of the enemy’s rear f ; but, by 
< anting down his whole line, every fhip llcering upon his op- 
polite, according to the intention of the laft lignaH from the eX- 
pcilcncc t'>£ fprmer engagements, he might have been aflltred of 
getting everj’ {hip ib dllabled by the raking lire of the enemy, as 
to be incapable of any future puHuit 

* 

o j. Tliat tlie Sandwich, the Admiral’s own Oiip, in particular, 
Ml*, crij ]>led, is not fuipiiting ; for, after having beat three other 
of the enemy, fho had obliged the Couronne, tlic Triiim- 
\ hint, and the Fendant, to bear away and withdraw from battle, 
ihit, in die mananivrc of thele fix foips of the enemy quitting 
ihe line, as they di<l on this occafion, it is im^wfiible not to per- 
ceive a lefemblancc to wliat has ‘been before expl lined in the cale 
of the alternate Ihips, &c. (No. 2 Plate IV. fig. i. and 2.) ; or 
in the cafe of the Grafton, the Curnwal, tmd the Lion, in Mr 
action, where, with fiiuilar gallantry, getting to leeward 
to cover their fi lends, they were conftrained to fufrain the lire of 
tiii? " H Vy’b ’A.Ttole line, as they palled tliem to leeward. 

« » 

li i-s ing now given five examples where the, Britiih, in difplay 
fS their innate tlcfire d’ making the attack, having always attain- 
ed 

i • 

— .Je — 't"S^.LUJmS SSSSOatSttSStStl^lAaKB!tS^BSBBiXStSBaKKBt^ 

* T(, 1j If been fit*’, that Uu- French Admumb upon pcrreiving the approach '' 
tJur IbmJh l«,t, atrord/ng to the firft intent^,' broke oat yrith '»n tachuna- 
•» in, Tliui 1 \ or t. v^M of Ilia were gepe'l . ' ' 

J t riodc of Attack propofdiL * * ‘ 
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ed the windward pofition, and where they have made thi.i atu.c !■•. 
in an extended line, where each Ihip w^as llcered dowi upon l\ei 
oppolite of the enemy, and where an idea has 'i;enerally prevail - 
cd, of making the attack upon the enemy’s headmoll (hips, in 
preference tj) an attack upon the fternmoft ; tltc confenuetKe of 
■which has been, that the fliips making fuch attack could not b>* 
iupported but with dilhculiy : ditd likewife, where the French, 
on the "other hand, as earncllly courting and attaining the leeward 
lituation, have always difabled the Britifli fleet : We now pn>c ecd 
to give other examples, where tlie French, hy their aiixieiy in 
kceydng to windward, have clearly Ihown tlicir dillike, as well 
of making the attack themfelves, as of fufleriug tlie Brititli fleer 
to approach them, while in this windward liluation. 


M 


S E t 
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« 

OV rXi^AC’-MHNTS W H K U K THE I R£NC)l, flV KPETINO THiaR, 
iLKI'TS TO WINCWAKD, HAVE CThARLV SHOWN TllkTR 
I.lKi:, AS WETL OE MAKING THE ATTACK *ITIEM- 
.1:1. VES, AS OV SHVVr.BiNG T H F. BRITISH 1 T.KEJ- TOAP- 
!;E'' \*Tf JTIKM WIIir.E IN THIS WlNOWAPwD SirUATlON. 

i, 'I'liai of Sin GviHiGF Bridges-Rodn L Y, to wiadvvnrd 

'•} iM.i' iidi-'O^ IVla)- I A. 

‘j S'.!* C.iEORc;E IJri noES-Ro.DNE Y, near tlic ihinc place, 
M »y ]!>. JTJ^O. 

Slit SamhiiL I loon, off ].'on-Royal, iMarthiko, April 

L'l*. I 7 M. 

4 . Aomiral. Keppet, off Ulhant, July 27 . ITT'^. 


HR BR*IDGES RODN<Ev’s RENCOUNTER WIIll TIIK 

MtENCU FLEET, TO WINDWARD* OF M.YRTINICO, MAY 

I ■( •; so. v 

•i 


tX'JP.ICr O? A LETTER I HOM AI'*\T 1 KAL MK <a*^>KC;i: BK I DOKS-iU^DNEY, 

MAY 0 \ ri II CARLISI.E BAY. 

1)4. * * SiiKx* my letter of the 2tith of April from Fort-Royal 
* Biiv, feut exprels by the Pegafus,.! niufl clclire you will pleale 

tt) 
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to .'U'(}naint Uicir iJi.ir, :iucr al.'oniiiy tin. 

itlattcl f)f M.iiljnico, wlKife inlva.lHlants hatl isnaJo to Ik-- 

llvsc li'i.'- Maj'.-lly’fi flocl had hecii dUeau tl, hut a >. a- loon ton- 


\iiiccd to llto ^;oiitravy, by its ap]K.irai'jii.- b'.i -re tiTjir ju.rt, 
where it eemimieil till the condition of viianv ('f the thipa int- 
dcr my » i^mniaiid, and tite lee enrrenta, rendered it necellarv 
I'or the Feet to anchor in C'.hoc<jtic liay, St I, note, in order t('> 
put the wounded and Tick men on Htore, and to water and re- 
lit the* hcct ; frigates having been detached liot’i to win-.iwarii 
and to leeward of every illand, in order tf» g.ii i ititelil'.n < * 
the* motions of the enemy, and timely n<'.fice rif dieir .'[.proasli 
tvmaid.s Marlinico, the caily place tjuy could iviit in ibc-Ie 
lias. f Li. ring landed the wounds'd and liv-k nu 'i, v, ar;. led a.u} 
refitted die Heet ; on the* utli of iMviy, upon iuifi\; ’;, I 
genee of the enemy’s iipproach to wiiuhvaj'd < .1 nLuiinieo, > 
put to fea with nineteen fail of the line, tu > lift) gsut ihips, 
<uid f’everal frigates. • 


* From tlie (5th to the lOtlt of May. the ileei co d ti:ru- 

* ing to windward lietwecn Martinico and St Lui-ia, wticu we 
‘ got hght of the French fleet, aiRuit three leagues t*> indwai i; 

* of us, iVnnt Saline* on Marlinici* then bearh'g N, w 

‘ leagues, .Captain Ari’intCK, jn tbc- IViunip’;, joining me die 

/ fame day. 


‘ Thc^cneMny’s fle^et confilled of twenty-three fail '.>f the JIn<', 
' feven frigates, fw'O floopS, a chttcr, and a lugger. Nothing cf.-nlJ 
‘ induce Uicm to rilk a general ai^ion, though it was in tlici> 

IVI 2 ‘ I'OV t, V 
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po\'. or cl.vilv Thoy tnailo, at tUfIbrcut times, inottons which 
In.iicr.toJ a ilcrjio oj^gaj!:ing ; hut tlicir rclbliition failed them 
vrhcji t-'.<-‘> il'Wv' near ; and, ;iii they iailod far bettor than liis 
Al-ijc'lv''. they, with calc, couUl gain what dillancc they 

plcalbv.1 to wimlward. 

, « 

.\s li'.ev were I'cnlihic of their advantage in fliiling, it einhnl- 
(K Moil them to rim greater rilks, and approach nearer to his 
Majillv’s ihlps than they woxild otherwifo have done ; and, for 
t'cvev;*! d.n --, ahottt two in the afternoon, they lx)rc tloxvn in a 
li.iv. 4 )’ I •rule ahrc'all, and brought to the wind a little* more 
iha'i iMialf •u'.-lhot dillancc. 

A'- I Watched cveiy oi'.portimlry of gaining the wnnd, and 
totvu e ti’em to battle, t!te enemy, on iny ordering the lloct 
to i K.l.v* a grc.it ci\'al e.f fail, on the J .?;th, upon a wind, had the 
v.-.niiv to think we were n til iitg, .and with a prefs of fail ap- 
piicai' a us much nearer th;u\ nlual. I fuflered them to enjoy 
the dece}'>fK'n, and their van thip to approach altreall of my 
c ;-!io, when, by a lucky cltango of wind, perceiving T could 
\V' aUK-i' the enemy, I inadS the figual for the iliird in cotn* 
'.nrnd, wiy .1 rhe,n letl the van, ti) tack wnih lii.s hjuatlron, and 
gaiff the wind iiif the enemy. Tlu' enemy’s licet in fl anti y wore, 

aui.! Ivv'd with a crowd ot fail. • 

% 

' ii'-,, ?4i.ijvlly’s licet, by this manccuvve, had gained the 
V i-k vvcasld h.ivc forced the enemy* to battle, had it not 
at ty.' ;e ■. f.il lix piuuts, when near the cnenty, and enabled 
* ‘ them 
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‘ them to recover that advantairc. U did p.ot oi.ioV 

^ Jliem to weather his Majelly’s fleet lb much, Ijiit the van, Icvj 
‘ hy thilt gwJ and gallant officer. Captain Rov/kr, about li vc ; 
‘ in the. evening, reached thtnr centre, a’ld was follou-;>d hy 
‘ Rear-Admiral Rowlev’s Iquadron, who then led the van ; iiv.' 

* centre and pear of his Majefly’s fleet following in order, 

‘ ^ 

‘ As the eitemy were utidera prefs ot' tlii!, none hut tlie v.; * 

* of his Majefly’s fleet coq^Plbinc in for any port of the aed. n, 

‘ without wafting his Majefty’s powder and ihot. The civ. iuy 
‘ wantonly expended a deal of theirs, at fuch a diilaiicc as to have 
‘ no effodi. , 

* The Albion, Captain' Bower, and the Conqueror, Rear-Ad-- 

* iniral Rowley, were tlu' ihips that fuftlred inofl. in this reu- 
‘ counter. But I am fure, from the llackucls of their Jire, in 

* comparifon to that of the van of hb hlajofty’s ilccf, the cue* 

‘ my’s roar muft have fufferetl very confidorably, 

‘ The enemy kept an awful diftance till the inth inftant, 
^ when I was in hopes that 1 Ihould have weathered them, but 
•• l‘>ad the mortilication to he difippointed iu thtfe hopes j I'.ow-- 

* c^r, as they were convinced their rear could not elcapo iLClion, 
‘ /ujy feemed tp have taken a rbfohuion of rilking a general 
‘ one } and, when their van had weathenxl us, tliey bore away 
' along our^ line to windward,, and began a heavy cannonade, 
‘ hut at fucli a diftance as to do little or no execution ; Ijovwt'cr 

* tlieir roar could not efcape being elofely aua< s.ed by (he lliin;. 
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'• of till? v:in, lei! i)\ (^^imnodorc IhiriiAM; ar.d with ploa- 

' I'uif I can f'v, iluit tlie fire of his MajeOy's fliips was f.ir i'lipc- 
‘ rior to that of the eiiomy, who ntuH have received p;feat <la- 

* bv tiio renconntcr. 

' ‘ \]!)ioji ami (a'nqucror fuflercd much in tliis Jail a<^lioti, 

‘ a'nl leveral ( llier Oftps received coid'idorable tlanint^e ; a IHI <>f 
“ •.\Iiich, a‘i likewife of t!ie killed and wtninded, I have the ho- 
‘ no’.ir to enciofo. 

• ‘ I'lie jniruiit of tlte eneinv had led ns foitv loaene-> ilire»i>.l\ 

' to winilward . of Martiijico ; and, as the eitemv hatl Hood t(^ 

* l!ie n^athward witJi all llic fail they conld pollihly prels, and 
' wijiv out of fij^ht the '2 ill inflant, the eoiulkitvn of his Majeftv’s 
‘ tl'.jps being fnch as nor to allow a longer purfnit, T feni the 
‘ < 'or.qneror, Cornwal, and lioync^ to Sr Inicia, and Hood with 

* the remainder of hi;'. MujeHy’s ftfips towanis Barh.uloes, in «,»i- 
‘ dtr to jntl the I’a.k and wovtnded on ihorc, and tepair the Hpui-. 

■•in-n. 


j. I,»r:'v RrpTIO^N- or SIW^CEORCJE Blinu.Jt:.S-RODNEY'.S REM- 
cC*llMTi:u WITH the FREMcll Ft.EET, To WINmVARD 
«>! M.XKTIMTCO, THE 1 . 5 . MAY 17 HO, TA.KEN FROM T IE 
MjOVi; J.ET EER OE .*3 1 . MAY I 7 SO. 

9.5. (Plate XI. fig. 1.) The Brithh fleet extended in lire 

of bait’e t.i iceward, and endeavouring to gc't to windward. 

* 

F, 
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r. The French fleet, for fover;»l tin.-., rJ.c.vii the h' i.i »•{’ r... 
in tlie ;iflcrnof>n, fjorc <lowi\ in a lino oi L.o-ilc ;il>n ;iil ’ 

ami l^run-^hl to the %\rlntl a little juorc than ramlnm-lhol niiLi;;- ■. , 
(as at (J). 

• • 

(Fig. 'J.) The FVencJi, upon Lite J.'itli Me.',-, i.njuniec 

that the llritlth were ivtiviu^, came down with a jn'er-, oi' t.',-'. 
ar.tl apprtxichc.d nearer than ufital, (as at 1', liril ; o!,;lou). 

R, 'I’he IJrllith licet in Inll politk)!!. 

• 

Si R Gj;oR(ir. lays, ‘ 1 hnTercil tl\cin t - cikoy ihe deception, 
and their van Ihip.s to approach <//'ro.// of nvy • cduv at IJ. 

* when, by a lucky change oi evind {vit/. 1), j>erceiving I eoula 

* weather the enemy, I made tl\o fignal li>r the van to tack, as .n 

* f.;, and gain the wind of the encmy% The enemy’s licet in- 

* llantly wore, as at GG ; and.llcd with u crowd of tail f'n liiv. 
“ contrary tack, (as at H.) ’ 

B, (Fig. fJ.) The Brifilh fleet having now gained ihe wind, 
(See 1), would have forced tlie cncftiy »o h.atio, hat! not the 
wind at once changed fix points to K, u hen we, 'i ifte enemy, 
which enabled them to recover the weather-gage, (as in Mg. 4.) 

F, (Fig. 4.) The French recovering the weatiier-gage, tli« 
w'ind havinjj changed from I back to K. 

G, The former line of courfe of the I tench fleet when tlie 
wind was at I. 

B, 
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B, 'Thi. liiltilli ^.u^ having uj-w lort the •\vcallicr-gage, hy the 
\\iiiil (. lVt»in I to K, and endeavouring * -) reach the ten- 

'.le i t'le l i V neh IhiO. 

C:, Tiic hue ci the Biitifh ctmi'Pe before tlu* wind clianged. 

* 

a ( : ('-.vc;!. *• 'I'lie van, led by Captain Bow i;r, about fo- 

V- ! in :;n,- cc<'niiu':, reached the enemy’s centre, and was fi.'llow- 
- «d i'v Real - \diiiiral Rowley’s IqnadrQn, wlio tJien led the van, 
■ tile v-er.tre ami rear of his iVIajcfty’s fleet following in order. As 
enetny were under a prcls of fail, none but the van of the 
.l-’riiiih {hit cmili! < nine in for any part of the engagement, with- 
' v’ut w-'.iling pfnAder and ihot ; the enemy wantonly expending 
‘ I deal of theirs, at inch a diftance as to have no effeil. ’ 


f!- o i:st ui p r ION' of sir oeorok buhxuis-Rodk f.y’s r t ; n • 

•- < t'Nl l R V. ! ni TIIJ? FRENCH I LEET, FO WINDWARD 01 
I RTJNICO, may lt>. 1760, TAKEN FROM HIS I-iiTFliU 
;U MAY :tl. 17^0. 

« 

B, (b^itc Xf[. l ig. 1.) The Britifh fleet, on the lOth 
\;i\. ac^ain dii.'j poiincil In’gaining the wind. 

V , I he van of the IVeiich fleet weathering tliat of the Briliih. 

‘ IdL. ' . nemy kept an awful diflaiice till the J Ot‘b infl:. (fuji* 
,S ; . . ' o r. . i }, \\ ! iC a 1 was again in hopes that I ftiould lutvi? wea- 

• ‘ ither^. 

t . . A ‘ 

Fij/. T, B, Britirti. F, French. 
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* iher-ed them ; hut 1 had Ui r'fi. raivjii to he tlilaj>poinlcd \t\ 
‘ thefe hopes. However, as tuvy we 'v convinced their rear c- tiKl 
‘ not eicape ailion, they leeined to have taken a rcfolntion oC ni!;;- 
^ ing a general one ; a.nl, when their ’.Mn had weathered us, lliev 

* horc awar,* along our line, to wiiuhAard, ’ (a.s in I'ig. 2 .) 


F, (J'ig. 2.) Tlte Trench van having weaiJicrc.l the Ihiiilh, 
btire away, ;ilong the line, to windwaid, and hegau a heavy c \n- 
nona.dc, but at fuch a clihance as to do Uttk* or no excctiiion ; 
iiowcver, their rear O could not clcape being cli.tely attacked h) 


the ihips tif the l>rllili\ van 13, led by Cioininodoie 1 it 'Tn A m. 
throiccE ia)v, * It is with pleaTure 1 can iay, that the lire I'ojt 
'• Kriiilh Ihips was lar fviperior to that of the enemv, wlio 
*■ have received great damage by the rencounter. ’ 


> ^ iliy 


r.iul: 


07 . Without farther obferValion at prefent on the n.itnro (.f t/u; 
matiteuvring vvhicli took place in. either of iliefe rcnt<iunrcr.s, it rn.i\ 
be proper to remark, that tjie French,^ in both, contrary to iheir u- 
iual ].>ratlice, have kept a windward lituatitau However, it wii] !> > 
evident, from Sir OiiOROE’s letter, that as it was their earncll di,- 
f.ro to get ba<;k to Fort-Royal witliqut being farflier luui, Jb thev 
ncgleclcd 1.0 inanneuvre to accompliih their objeO ; and tiie 
which they mfide of approaching tlw Ibiiilb fleet fui tiiui or live 
days in fuccclfion, could be intended only as an atreu’.jjt to tliii-v. 
the Adinieal off his gtyird ; Ti’herefore, as iieithcr of thelc ;df h 
can be confidered any thing tnore than acckletitai rennamtci 
our general pbfervadpns will rcitiain with the lame force as I)!. - 
£ore*^ aind will.confirni us in the belief, tliat the French will ive 
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vcr bo ii^duccil, in prejiidioc of their object in view, either to 
in;ike or Ihh.nn an attack, if it can poffibly be avoided, whether 
lba!i o]>jo«lt fhall be getting back to a port, an attack upon a par- 
ta ii!ar ■]’>lace, the fiiving ot their fleet in general, or the preferv- 
ing Oi it entile to the conchilion of the war. 


ill. SIR SAMOcr, noon’s f.noagemkkt with, the trenci* 

FEliET OI F FORT-ROVAl., MARTINICO, *>?>. AIMtll. 1781. 


W.^TK\CT or A LC.TTLR IBOM RI-’ AR. AnMIKA L SIR S.AMUKL HOOP, 

MAY .}. 1781. 


to:. * Saw nothing of the enemy or Amazon at day-light. A 
little before nine the Ama^in joined me, the enemy then in 
ciMising dow.i between Point Salinc.s .uid the Diamond 
Rock ^ ni.idc the fignal for a dole line, .and to prepare lor ac- 
tion. At nine the enemy appeared, forming (he line of battle. 
'I v'.'.vty n/nuitcs.p.'ll nine, tbe Prince W'iiliam joined me from 
( ho!.-inet Ihiy ; and, as l«fent for licr but the niglit before, 
C ii'rtin I'ouc.i.As’s e.xertion innfl: have been gr^*a,t, and does 
!.irn mia h ert. ,!!(, to be with me fb ibori, having the greateft 
} ar'i od I'is cicw to e< Ued in the niglit. , Twenty-feyen minutes 
pjP. n'liie, honied our colours^, us did the Frcnc^T' Admiral and 
hj.l; At Ilf ecu minutes paft ten, made the Shrcwfljury’s 

t(> . r her cotirle to windSvaid, fbc being the leading 
d in ; blit f on perecl'/od the wind had United, and that die was 

‘ as 
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<i 3 clofc to the wind as ilic could lye. Ai. llui ly-llri' ruiiiui. -; 
pall ten, tacked the ftjuadrou a1tt>«.'el!ier, the van of* the cic n.v 
being almoll abroaft ol' our centre, and at eleven began to lire, 
which I t<)ok no notice of. At this time the Ihips in i'on- 
Royal Bay llij)ped their cables, and got under fail. At.twcntv 
minutes pi*ft eleven, I tacked the Iquaclron altogether, and, re- 
peated the llgnal for a dole order of battle. At twcniy-live 
minutes pall eleven, finding the enemy’s Ihot to go over us, 
hoilled the Itgnal for engaging, .and, in palling our v.ui and the 
eiiemy’s rear, cxchaitgcd Ibtne hroadlides. Ax. forty minutes 
aliei’ eleven, the enemy tacked. At forty-live minutes after ele- 
ven, made the lignal for the rear to dole the centre. At lifty- 
live minutes pall eleven, finding it imnoffthlc to get up to tlie 
enemy’s fleet, I invited it to come to me, by bringing the 
lipuidrou to umler their top-lails. At half pall twelve, the 
i'rcnch Admiral, in the Bretagne, began to fire at the Barfleur, 
which Avas immediately rotiu’iied, and the adion became gene- 
ral, but at too great a dillancc ; and, 1 believe, iiover w niorj 
powder and fliot thrown away in’ one day before: but it was 
with Monlieur de Grassk the optf^in. of difl:ance lay : It was nc.t 
polTible for me to go nearer. At Anc, I made tlie lignal for the 
van to lill, the Freudi having filled, and draw*i ahead. At le- 
vcMiteen minutes paft one, made* the Shrewsbury’s lignal, thy 
leading lhip„ to moke more laH, luid fet llic top-gallant laih. 
At thirty-four minutes pall one, repented the lignal fiir a eloie 
line of battle; and finding not one of ten of th.c enemy’s flu ; 
reach us, I coaled filing ; tlic enemy did the lame foon alter , 
but theif van and ours bcitig fomewhal nearer, continued t<^ 
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* engage j and, though the French Admiral had ton fail aftern of: 
‘ him, and throe others to windward, he did tlot make a ncaref 

* approach. The merchant fhxps, at this tinic, Iiauling irt . 

* dole under ths land, attended by twO ^liips of two decks, lltp*- 

* poCeJ to be armed cn Jlute^ and two frigates. At eightetn nii- 
‘ JVJtes pa ft tht'oe, the firing coal^ between oitr van attd that of the 

* enemy ; made the Slirewlbury*s figrtal to make more fiul, in or- 
‘ der to get to windward of the ehefny. At forty-five minutes 

* paft four, font Captain Finch to thd Shi*ew'fhiiry to order Cap- 

* tain RoBEkTSON to keep as near the Wind, »and carry all thc.iall 
‘ he crmltl, fo as tp proferve the line'of baMe, and to return back 
•• along the line,, to acqiiaiirt every Captain of the fame. At fifty- 

* liven minutes pall five, the packet going to Antigua, w^hich 

* had kept eom^any with th<e iq^dron, came wridiin hail, to ac- 

* ipiaint me, by ordcfof Rear-Admiral Drake, that the Ruftel 
‘ was in great diftrefs, having received leyetal fhot between wind 

* and water ; that the vvater was oyer the platform of the maga- 
‘ zinc, and gaining iipon tiho |>ump8j and that three of tlieir 

* guns were difmounted. At eighteen minutes paft fix, made the 
‘ Ruflefs fignid' to come within hail, which was anCwca^d ; the 

* enemy’s fleet, confifting oT twenjty-four fail of the .lipc, at this 

* time about foup miles to windward. At half pallfcveo. Captain 

* Sutherland of fhe Ruflbl came on board, whom I ordered, 

‘ if he could poUihly*- by escerdon, keep the Ihip above water, to 
‘ proceed to St Evdiadus, 'or any other port he could make, and, 

* acquaint Sir GeoroE Rodney of all that paffed.. At forty-five 
‘ minutes paft nine, the Lizard t^nie. within hail, , to inform 

* by the defire of Captain SuT here ANi>, that he hiid bore away. 

' On 
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* Ott Monday, ApiJI SOth, <!£t5r4l^ht, found the van and 

* <!<jntre of the ffiuadion f^para^cdt At fomtf 'diflaiioe fron» the Bar- 

* deur Atni rear, owing to Atiitetitkg wiruls and calhis m the 
‘ hight, which wouljd hot altetV ils to kec^ the BarfhJur’^ head 
‘ die right way, aijd fliQ Went Ground And l*o\iftd two c^c three 

* titnes, white the 6ther fhips Kgl'it aifs , aud^ findings the 

‘ enemy’A advanced fteenhg ftSr oHift Van, made all* pofhhlfe 
‘ fad towards them, ai^ direw oiit the iignal fbf a ctole line of 

* battle, the enemy’s line heing a good deal extended and Eat- 

* tei:ed At feven, the ^uadron nnd^t rhy command helhg pret- 

* ty well fonned, the eTieroy^a advanced ihijis hauled ofK At 
‘ fifty-ljx minutes patt lev^h, made the (igrtal tof the tear to ctefe 
‘ the centte, as the enemy feemed tb iho'^v a dilpolHion to attack 

* it At thirty-five minutes pall eight, having v6ry light airs of 

* vvmd, the Iqwadron was tlifowh nearly into a line abrdidl ; 

* made die fignal jfor corttmtiing In diat form, left, by endea- 
‘ vouiing to regain the line ^st^ead, it might become extended 
‘ At eleven, made the fignal fyf a‘ fine ahead, at two cables length 
‘ alunder, the wind backing to the caftward, favoured by fbrm- 
‘ mg in that order, the better to receive the enemy, then about 

* three miles to Windvjfard. At fourteen minutes pall eleven, 

* made the fignal for the rear .tp clole the centre. At twelve, 
‘ fallmg little wind agMn, and ^ the fhips being thrown into a 

* line abi'eaft, made a fignal for*, A, line abreaft, to keep the 

* fquadron, as dole tpged\er as pofiible.* At twenty-five minutes 

* paft twMye, ^ ffoady at S. £ , made ^ fignal 

* for 'a general chafe to wihd'^4Td, with a defign of weathering 

* thfe cert^yjbav^ fl^cceded in, had the 

* Weeze 
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* breeze coiilioucd ; but tIieA»»nid/<iying Away at four, 1 fouv»d it 
‘ impradlicahlc to weather the enemy, and therefore made the 

* fignal for a line ahead j Wd ^iaviiig been iiiforiuc^ that the In- 
.* trepid made lb much' wAter tKey could' Icafce keep her free, and 

* that tfie Centaur was in the fame ftate,' owing to the number of 
‘.{hot betweeu wind and water, and that 'her lower malls were 

* very badly wounded, 1 judged it ' improper to dare the enemy 
‘ to battle any longer ; and tlierefore thought it my indlfponlii- 

* blc duty to bear up, and made the’fignal Ibr it at eight o’clock. 

* At ten, brought to for the Iqii^fon to clble j at forty minutes 
paft ten made lail. At five'Ai i^. the ift inftant, fiiw the cncr- 

* iny^s licet aftem, aljout eight eft nine miles diflant. At tvventy- 

* fix minutes pall five," brbiight to fer the Torbay and Pocca- 

* liunta to come up, which vJ'erc then witliin reach of the enc- 
‘ my's guns ; and tlic former received a good deal of damage in 
‘ lier mafts and rigging. At ^rfy-live minutes paft feven, the 
‘ enemy ceafed firing upon the ^jbfhj»y fent the Amazon to tow 
‘ the Poccahlihta up. Af eight, ’^ade the 'figtial for a clofc line, 

* bearing ' north and fbuth 'of bach other. At twenty minutes 

‘ paft tvrelvei made the fighalj and brought to upon the larboard 
‘ tack, and made tile ' ’figfiai for the fhitc and co'htlitioh of the 
‘ fniiadron, tha enemy bearing eaft, ftanding to ttie northward. 
‘ Thirty-three 'niiniitetl paft .tnrbb,' made the fignal for a clofc line 
‘ north atid rofufth. At ' fbuiV die ' eneip^ ta^ fouth- 

*■ ward, arid were ft^ridirig that "Sivay ’ at /^ri* the evening, 

* though it w'as almoft calrii, the inairi iio^’maft hf *^the intrepkl 

* fell to pieces over th't* ^c. ’ AC'leW'n'j^^made ^1^1 ^tp the north-i 

< w’arcl, it being the bpiuioh die odiccrs^o?‘’idio fquadro.n aor 

’ qUalritcd 
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* quainted with this country, tha,t it was the only way of j:;ctting 

* to windward, as the currents run very llrong to leeward, to the 
‘ foutliward of St Vincents. * 

The condmft of the French, in this aB^ir with Sir Samuel 
Hood, is much the fame with thp two Lift of Sir George 
Rodne»»s. It is the third time where, contrary to their efta~ 
blillicd pra£lice, they have kept the wind, 13ut, aware of the 
d^inj^r of tills pofition, they approached <b near the Britilh only, 
as to be able to amufe them with a diftant cannonade, wdiilc their 
merchant Ihips and tranfports might, with lufficicht fecurity, _gei 
into port. 

Befides the above objedl, and tlie ufual unremitting attention 
to the fafety of their fhips, they had to focure an cafy acceis, by 
keeping to w-inilw’ard of their port ; from which the armaments, 
for carrying into execution the great ichemes they had then in 
contemplation, were to be fitted out. Of thefe, the firft i'oop 
oftcr unfortunately took place in the Cheiapeak. 

* ^ > 

From tills battle. We m^ijr judge of the propriety of cannonad- 
ing, even where tliere may^be the, fmallcft cliance of reachiny 
an enemy. ForJ notwithl^anding the*gijeat diftance of the tw’o 
lleets, and though the Fr^ch were to windward ; yet many of 
their ftiot took place in <he hulls of our ftiiivs, lb far below the 
w|teivline, that tluree of them could, with difficulty, be kept a- 
^bat. 


IV. 
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IV. ApMinAI^ keppel’s battle off usuant* 

JULY 87 . 1778 . * 

t € 

t 

99. B, (Plate Xlli. Fig. i.)^ TherBridfh fleet, at iix o!ctock 
in the morning, Handing upon kuikoard tack, and lying up 
.•ibout \V. by N. ; that is, with.tl|^r< heads rtt»thwards, and r.mg- 
}ng between the fleet of the enemy their port of Brcfl;. ' 

F, 'the P'Fench fleet to windward, and nearly well, having 
kept that fituadon for 'four days before, as mentioned in Mr 
Kcppel’s letter ; they had thnr heads alfo to the north. 

A, At ten o’clock, tlie whole Britiih fleet tacked together, and 
flooil for the enemy, after having, nm through the dotted lines, 
their fuppoied courfo, and< now upoijb die .flarboard teck, with 
their heads fouthworA 

C, The Britiih fleet advandng in as regular a line as the pur., 
flit would admit ; and the van having neared tb® enemy, a firing 
be^an between the headmoft ihips of both fleets about eleven 
oVIock. 


While the Britiih fleet was going dirough thefo movements, at 
u^uall q( wind, attended iVUh rain, arofo, whicU prevented either 
fleer ftom feeing each other’ s motions ; during which dme, that 
is, from fix o’clock, tili half an hour a^tetr ten, the^ French had 
firft ftretched away north, on tl». Isurboard tack, to Qv wh<Mre they 

tacked,. 


French, aftfltipL. 


♦ Britifl], 20 {hips, 6 frigates. 
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tacked, on a ftailx)ara tack to the fomh, as far x-, 

H , here the^ rtrtj^pted a fccoad tack , but feme Ihipa tniflin - 
flays, from the of the fquall, they v^ore altogether, and 

yvere got agam with their he ids to the north, when the wea- 
ther 4eat0<i up, and difcovertd the Bntifti fleet hard upon tliem 
hut on contrary tacks The wind vesermg a little about to the ivuth 
m this trittcal naoin«fnt;, favoured the <?/ the French, by eu 
atSha^ them up, whife, ^^«ourfe, the Bntilh fell ofi 

top B, oF tho^ritifh, after having got is 

near as they fpon as it came withtn gun-fljot, 

bore away, and rurt hloh^ 'the line of ^he enemy, finng at each 
fhip in pafTing , the Whuol^ fleet folfowtsi^ the fame example 

101 B, Shows the courietif th6 French, wifhmg to avoid the 

battle, and taking the advaAtjige of the tvmd, now moie foutherlv, 
by which means thh rear of the Btitlfh was able to fetch the centre 
of their fleet only, while, at the the hrenUi van v\ is 

nOw far to Windward, and preparing to wear and run to lee- 
ward of tj^e Bntilh fleet. 

102 B, (Ftg The Bntifh Admiral, m the \ha:ory, toge- 

tlier with oth^ fhip6 of > his djt'^ilmn, after ha\mg ptfled the rtar 
of the brertch,^ in tfeaa Of wiring, to retiurn to the fupport of 
their" or tO' give edeilfy 

lo^ Formidable, Srit Hu^h Pali islr s Bwip, aftei 

given ‘ Aftfl received a broadfide with the 
• Prfench and other fhips, as fhe palTed along the hue 

V X C, ^ lomewhat farther to windw ard 

O 


JO? 
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lQi< F The French fleet, after Js^mng 

down befoie the wind, which, at tliat ttm% them the 

appearance of being m dtlord^jr, whep leen fre^tii oijt FIogh 
F \7 Lisi R s <hip, the FormidabJe 


] o G The French m ^ iX&mr fior trf batda, 

upon tht JUrboard \ 


]0(, B, (lig 4.) Admi*^ 
Irtnch fleet, l^etw^i foui 
the fhiThotrd tack, with his 
hopes that the enernj 
1 ittle with fnin next 

A, I he fupj^^^fed Ittiwicai 



afternoon, on 


% 


1 o~ F, The kreheh flef« leewartf, alfo on 

the ftaiboard tack, lying rtN&ire th^ Admiral, Ihould 

he think iit to make in 

I o GOG, Three nh hghts m their 

poop to aihufe the Britdh the reft of the fleet 

IhoulJ flip into port befbri fnomhjg. 


109 


difcorenn^ fhf^Ft^eneh fleet to windward, 
ftniggled hard ;fout or five^^ td up at faft, 

the French, willing to give up ^ 

formed their line of battle la ftivounfd 

fbre-nicntioncd cafe of Mr oft ^ ^ 

bu4 in atcompldhmg dfts 
former encampdes, that they c^^iftd hvm atJr^t 
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tion to come within cannonrlkot of the Britifh fleet, ■'vhon pafl- 
ing oti conttary tacks, as they were forced to do, bj the efictfl of 
a dark. i<}uall of wind and rain, and which alio prevented them 
from feeing where they were, till dole upon the Brkifh fleet. 

Mr Keppei., in his to •^the Admiralty, having given hi« 

rcafbns why he did not aattack.the French fleet in the afternoon, 
it will be impinper’hem.td isjlk^any further remark upon it. 


OTUC^^ORSSRlKiATltONS. 

•6 

no. Let us liappolb two adverfb fleets, A and F, (See Plate XIV. 
Fig. i.) with hoflile intention, conte^ddR^ to get to wiafKv'ircl, 

0 2' tlu 

_ ^ I /f ■III 

^ "With It fpetl to the above obioivatimm^ it fecn^s ncif ifnv her* to mt.i’'tirn^ 
th<it they made p irt o 4 a formei <lefcnptiotv of this reii^ouiuer oi tht *7th ot 
July I77B> vjjtten foon afier> and Uten pm mio Che JitudHof i ttw fn n is 
riuU the Author betttg in XiOnclon in Jamnrv 1780, m.iny iVfi ulln^n-» vmio licKI, 
the defire, »jul in of the fime fnend«> as wt iJ ior unpioxin.^ nj » ^ 

for the co!i niuiiieatttfg of^ theCo ami other ichsAS 6n nu il t md p 'tKii- 

hi!y on ojiu ovc by stppoimwicnt with aft o^cci ot inoit d vn - 

nt Tiidt they wertf Aftetwaids aitende<l to be iitfcrted m tht iiitt (.dition of 
tlm £nUy, primed Jaiiumy t- ^ appj|icdbJe to tiie two iinailar rtn- 

lountetto Rodney, of the iqih and 1780, is ^teil ux this 

ot the where iho adverfe llwctj» jiuifled oich other on conti vry 

thought projiiir to omit them, ae it wes ion 
'"4f)C<e^ji!y^ to the other parts ot tlie fubjeU to ailvanic any 

an enemy liAe,^An an attack tiom c 
having been gtreu. 

Vt. 
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the 'One of ihc other, and, 'by dSot filing, or by change <nf 
wind, that the leading Atips of the eisemy F, Alall Kayo gained 
J 1 1 . the wind of the fleet A j it ieettis evi^^nC, if the van. Or any 

of the leeward fleet A, waa to, continue Ihe line of dUrewOn of 
J12. their lirft conrfc and were, not all, 

1 1 3» aw^ay, as pot covirfe CC (Fig. 2.), Ute 

enemy’s line of f^tle might be Out In Weiri, 

and have tlrer^by j^ftafaiod ‘ van F,. 

dl4. (Fig. o.) ; or otherwiie, by,^hch <»f ffl .^hc 

fhtps aflciii of thh Attack bc^ng "th^ireb^ ikopj^\QT retaidfd, 
the enemy F (Fig. +.), to j[n|^‘Ott theio ^I'hw qOmp6tt«l 

to hazard an engagcmenli iKaB <dofe incieed, or he 
muft altogether abandon ‘thif iflilps £$ Aopped in his rear at O, 

(hig. V.) . 

l^haps it will be fud, that the nik of danger attending an at- 
tack of this kind, might Ije great* any advantage that can 

1 1 7. be piopoied.-*-^Tb whic^^h^i8'a5^fwe^^‘ The very firft time ever 
we lhall have 0us fpirit to eKlpenment, tlie fuccefs vdll 

• ht lufliuent to juftify the atteinpt, «r, that the rilk 

< clanitigc to Ihippiitig in making ih'tf attcra^ wdll found to 
he of Jois moirtfe^nt th in in Tny 0)|e Othef ij^ode of aUiMcdc what- 

f 

t Cl. 

1 1 0. Bui, fince the attempt of cutting the enemy’s line had not 
been thought an advileable meaftlt^ upon Occaiion, flioidd npt 

fvne «th< f efficient pl.m of lUtaclc havO «!b|^iticd,' by wbid^ 

a fuppofition, if die 'two ^[bo(dd‘4wvhrqii| 

« ach other on contiars- tacks, 'ihal the Ieai^g4Awlp(| olf 
fljuadrou, after luw ing ranged pail'^he Uhe of ds« ene 
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h<i%e been appo^^nttpd to tick, an<l, by doubling bauk, as pti 
Lourto B Fig 1 )i have brought the fhips in the rtai 

of F betvr^l*ipn crofs iires ? 

1^7 A <>f kind vi ould hkewife have brougb]: on 
a ^lo/br an4 more^geWe^al hfi^g^ement, ^q*- the enemy, of eonie 
qnence, Eavo ^tbariclcHnod then rear, as in the fonner taic 

Not having been able tn Ibrefee, p^o^ndc ^r, or advtfe upon ei- 
thei die one or the othep^ tbte cafea,. dopng the four days the 
Bntlih Iqpadrda yvita id the enepiy, is \ ory extraordi- 

nary , becaulb, by b^ng to Jee^ard, the enemy, dehyous of go- 
ing off, and die wiiid not changing, it without doubt demon- 
ftrable, that the rencounter of fleets in fuch pofipon, and 

under luch circumflSimces, wdt ntifer be ^on die lame** tatk, bur, 
of neccflity, will ait^ays be on contrary ^cks 

1 1 8 The tv. o fleets, upon this pafled each otlier in op- 

pofite directions, jd the rate of fl\e niilej, per hoyi That ot the 
I icnch coiilifted of ihipa j ar^, as tfle fjiace occupied by each 
Jhip, including the intervals. betw cen niay be about 294 yards, 
(fij ‘"OO yards, NQ 2S ), their iihole hue (founded upon the 
1 inie piopoftion) hiay be fuppcied to be about live imlev in 
length Froni which ft yill be gvident, the 'whole, extent ot 
the rcipeCtn c line ^*Jpach fleet muft f^ve palhd the complete 
line of die odicr m s>he hour^k and each ttup m die Bptifh line 
muft thereiorc have ranged paJ(l the lengtli of the vhole Fiench 
line (.fdiiiitung notldhg extrasOr^Wfy to caule a ftoppage) m the 
one idi di^ titne» 


j j 
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1.19, Again, Jet ns make a liippolition, that two, three, or tnore 
lliips, in line of battle, are pa^ng each other iij,. . op{:^Ste tack?, 
at the rate of five miles per hour ; then, will the velocity of the 
tranfit be equal to ten miles per hour. Or, which is the (ame 
thing, let us, for the fake of demonttratlon, fuppofe tfie CMie fleet 
at reft, that is, without any motion ahead wliatever ; but let the 
motion of the other «ihead, and in an oppofite dire«flioii, l>c 
equal to ten miles per hour, then each fhip of . the fqiiifdrou in 
motion will pals through a fpace of 880 feet in one minute of 
time. 

f 

I'or the tniinbef of feet in* one mile, being . - 

multiplied by lO, gives the velocity .of the tran- 1 lO 

fit ten inilea, or .'52,800 feet, performed in . — — 
one hour ; which fum being divided by 60,. 6o)5.Ji80o(880- 

vN'ill give 880 feet, the velocity of one minute. , 

And as the length of each fhip will not. much exceed 200 ibet, 
then it is evident, that the duration of time, in which one ihi[» 
will continue in direct oppofi/ion to any one otiter fliip, of equal 
length, in the enemy's line, fo as mutually to annoy each other, 
cannot exceed one quarter of n minute of time., 

« 

120. Again, fuppofe any number of fliips, fix, ieven^ or eight, . 
running upon a ftarboard tack, at the rate .of five , miles .p^ hour, 
and iui c<iual number of the enemy, pafiing in -oppofite .dicedtion, . 
at tlie rate t>f five miles jicr hour likewife, (as in Plate^XV. 
fig. 2.); then, according to what has been faid, each fiiip of tlic 

. • fquadton., 
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fcjiiadron B, will pals each fliip of tlve enemy F, with the inter- 
val between fliips inclucled, in one minute ; that is, (the motion 
of both iiiijjs coniprehended), will amount to sso feet in one 
ntlnufc, lay ^bo yards,, that being the ufual allowance of (pace 
for eacli fliip as extended in line of battle. 

121. But, dia fitch a fuppofitioh, the fliip F . (Plate XV. Fig. 2.) 
will be confined, ’ in point of time, fo far, that fhc will be able to 
give her fire to the ftiip B, white flie fliall be in dircfl oppofition to 
her at fhc point A, bdeauie ihe mull T>e in preparation to give a 
fccond broadtide, when tlie fliip D Ihall have come in diredt op-’ 
pofirion alii) j but, by the fuppofition, the tranfit of each fliip is 
confined to cine minute of time only. Therefore, though it were 
polfihle that the guns of the whole of the fhip’s broadfidc could 
be loadcil, prepared, and repeated, in the fpace of one minute, 
fiill it would be impra£licahlc for the ihip F to give more .than 
one broadfide to the Ihip B, even by foUopdhg her in an angular 
dirodlion, as that reprelented by G firing upon C, and afterwards 
to be in fufficient time prepared to give a pi'oper reception to the 
fliip D, now fad approaching. 

> « 

1 22. Therefore, if the two fleets did pals one another, each ac 
the rate of five miles per hour, aiid if it were polfibic that the load- 
ing and firing of a fliip could be repeated Once every minute of 
time, each fliip Itili could be expoled to the fire of her antagonift 
during the fpacc of one quatter of minute only, tliat is, while 
the two fliip's in queftion /Were iii dirc^ oppofition, as at A from 
F ; and, its the fle^t of the cnemyi bn this occafion, epnfifted of 
26 Ihips, each Britifli Ihip, in ranging along tlie whole of their 

line, 
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^ *1 

Hixe^coul^ be expofl*<! to' a cannox^de of fix toinutes and an half 

y *• 

duration only ; Aiul, in place of five milea, if tlic tiyo fleets had 
palled each other with a velocity e^ual to S?^ Miles per hour, (a 
rate of motion required to make a Ihip anlvver the helm, but 
abfolutcly nuceflary to keep her under proper management iu 
liiit ot battle, when worldng to windward, as on this occafion), 
then, and in tliat calc, each Ihip would be cxj.>ofed to a cannon- 
ade of not more than thirteen minutes duration. 

4 

i 2 .S. Again, if it ihaU be fpund impmi^icable to load and dif> 
ihaige a complete broadlide in tbcfpace pf one minute, and that 
this opejaiioii -Ihall require fix^ eight, or ten uiinufCvS onetime 
A\ith another, when it comes to be repeated, in .an engagement of 
any duration, how much then w'iil fhe cffedl: be difierent ! It 
mull bo obferved, lunvever, that thefe calculations are fout\ded on 
rho a\etage of motion and dine, taken upon the whole num- 
l)Ct oi the fliips comprehended in 'die French line of battle, and 
rJiat particular Britilh Ihips, from accidents, might have made 
tlicir tnuifit, by ranging 'paft the fire of tire enemy, ionic with 

)nore motion, and Ibme widh leik 

« 

t v: 1. Let any one imagine a rencounter of horlemen, where 
t>j<_ parties, on coming to the ground appointed, had pufiicd their 
liorlcs at lull ipeod, exchanging a few pillol flim as they palled 
( rjc anotlicr in oppofite dirc^iions, at a diilance of forty or fifty 
\ard«, and then fomc idea may be formed of Uie efiedl of ren- 
(.tiunicrs, whore adverfe fleets are brougld to pals each other on 
control y ucks, having nothing fujthct in view tlian exchanging 
tJ'<e lew cannon Ihot which can take place on fijch octidfioqa: 
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I oa 


ii>.5. ’ From al) which ir miifl be evident, th:it the moll artful 
tiianagement of liiiJt;, the clofell approximation, or the moll Ipi- 
rited cannonade, will avail iiotliing xinder Inch ciicunrftances, and 
that it is vain to hope, that ever any thing material can be etTcCled 
againfl an ^nemy’s fleet keeping to windward, palfing on con- 
trary tacks, and del irons to go tiff, unlels his line of battle ('it/- 
be cut in or lome Inch other flop can be devifetl, a . 

been deferibed. 


P 
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s 1-. c 'f I () N ni. 


I -.I i; :< i; .\ t: r M N i- «ji rin-: i;urris'j FMir.'i'*tfXDF,R yij r. 


<)i- M ;i .'i A'f li l.\\ C 


\. !i (i T n cOlM ni N V. jj 


I ! i ' S ()! F R N'C F ANI>. SPAIN, JN 'i’llK Ml.DIl’FR- 

u.\.Ni \A', oii' rnuj.o.v, 1 'i:br'/.vr v I!. 

' j ;". i’, (I'lafL* X\’l. Ilf^. I.) Atbniivil M aai iikw's iii tho 

N. ri;. 4.* ina'amlinR: l!i4.-,Cv'iirrc of tholintilli iVel, at lo tfrlcifk, 

i'-'-- isr’v! loi' ’A'a:'. ai\il iluvc lumr, betbrc the 

' .1 m; 'i .4 . • !. j '' 'j.; iji. 

Ml!-.: icji uiKli.r i\li I,i£STOCK, at that time leveral miles 

a: it •'•!>. 

( \ J u:tc'>er Mr Rowi.ky, ibmo miles ahead, aiul to 

i ‘ !’a ts iujil by Mr Lfis roojv tt; bi.» in diibrtler, 
f, M'lic van anvl centio of the enevny cIiM'cd, anil ooinj v.Med of 
ii'iue bpirnillt, but, the jj^rcatell imrt, of i'rencli ihijvs, then goiiii; 
at tile rate of three or finir miles an hour. 


lintlU'j I r.'f t]ih- Ihit*, 2 ot ;5u>»b, rmvl 9 

Ti - iir ii jutl Spd/ii.iiM ^ 28 Jiiij-) » .u.:i .4 fiigatc . 

1 'Vo t?:‘ b^uK’, iliwiii ^n iJibil as it ix by pcciili.ii* t be up'ill ukl s, ..m*] rlic bet- 
ft r To c vpi^viT i lU fire tjf juftic*- fo the sv3io iti'iiiiiantlct!, if ii.i * 

b*v ,M >•' r to .i pl.iec by iblif- 'J'Jk! ;icf ounr of it is froxi 

pr.Mi .j w :i h Ip.ioivi, p} er';ni.v;4l to ths.’ i C • by VIcc-^VdnuiMil 

;./F roc >■:, who t: 'ivivv.v.'.ibnl the i.rar of ihc jint-ib .u\A who wom rlic uc- 

r heft'.’,; rlrv i-aiiiniul, by iijc of which Mr M,ri'ii:.\vs was 

lo be biukc. 
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’S 


C.J, 'I’hc’ Spariilb Atiiitir.jl, Jm.xn .'fio N-W.Mlun, ii 

(V>y Puilip, with h-.lpi. oC thj i:./ tllvlihn!, :i pix.u v. 

iVoin the centre. 

11, live oti’cr iSpaiiKh lliips, aiio her ' 0 '\in>j; to t’iO rear ih\!- 
1 k but t*:ir ahern «. i tlie x'\'l!nheih 

x*v, (''Ir.lc X\’ 1 . iipy 'J. ) Ti'-.e rea'.* dlvirif-n t-f the Ihiiith, 
unJer IV'Ir l.t stock, at oiie o'clock, luH very far allciu. 


I 'J'. Mr Ma'i'T' r:\vs, in the Namur, at one o’chx'k, three 
hijtiva uflv-r the I'lv^ncvl h r h :ttie, ha'.ii;:;- In'cAt,: the lire/, !•«•:% 
accoinp inle'.i only by th.e No.rr'oik .iriil MaHhorou;']), his txvo fe- 
, -01^,0; alia., el and ;>'le.-n, .m""'.! hce' I'l 'the ori" v,>\ ment v, itli the 
ivoya! p and hi.i {cc<jiiels. 


1 tiO. C, The van, r.nvlor Mr Rovvt.r. S', nc't ytt enyay ed, biiv . 
■watchlnci; carefullv it) rreveut th.e \a!i of the tiieno' from n'etthi!' 

. V.' V_' 

• 1 • ’ 

Ine wjncl. 

h , 'I'ht* con ire anti vau of the enemy fHll far ahead t,'f t!ie 
rear. 


H, 


The 
7 he 


Royrl I’liilip cng;a|;;tnl \>,ith the Ihitltli A.dnni 
live Spatiilh ihips liill far fhparatetl from liie 


hniiniiul. 


k •. 

dillance. 


I, Tiie FtKler, a .Sjxinith ihip, cannoiKuled, but at a ei't.tf 
by live llhj.'S iu the Bihillt* line. 


l.Ol. K, 'I’he Cgnllant, the Spanillj Adinirar.s feeond ahead, 
licat out of the line by tlie Norfolk, the Admiral’s other feconJ a- 
llcni hring at her to make her to return. 

A, (Plate»X.Vl, lig. M.) Mr Lc-srocK ftill aflcrm. 
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Ts M\ iNl A TxiiC’.vs, allUlcd by bis I'cconds, filences tbo fire 
fiio R>-.\ mI rijilip, and leivSs the fiiv-n\ij» dowi the wind to 
i’ct liiin <'!) ; which fire-lhip, as ll\e blew up Ibniewhere at L, 

i.x llic jaic' iivoJ'atc fpacc between the t\yo flpiacirons, did no hurt 
to I’i.c ideutenant, CJunner, and Four incn,..perifhed in 

t!if‘ il. lines ; the remainder of tlxe crew el'capcd in their boatSk 

C, i’iic van of the Britilli cannonading tlie French, but at a 
. ’’.t liiihr.Kic. " 

]'», l\a!v niips, which did not go down to I'upport the Adini- 
r il ar.d hi-^ iivoiids. 

i.;;:. I', 'i'lid Ferwi, k,coininandcd I>v theeallai.t Mr Hawkta 

ihou-Ii in die van diviihai, broke the line, Ijore down ■tvtthin hatf 
.■■v.ijli / (while t'ilier fhips kept to \vindward), gave battle 

to tlte Toiler, and, at tiie fn'd broadiide, killed Iwenty-feven of her 
men, anil ilirinounted feven of her lixwer-deck guns 

f, riio Frcncli, flill tat the larboard tack, and far ahead. 

I rj t. C, The Royal Philip proferved from the 'flames, but a 
ei iicvl: v/reck. Such a conflcvnation took j'lacc on board, upon 
the a;)]'roach of the fire-lbip, that Tnany of Iter crew lea]>ed over- 
bo.: rcl I were drowned. 


! I I, The flernmofl fliips rjf the enemy iirhig at the firc- 

h e was coining dowji, but <lid nor fccni to reach her. 

A, 


ti • t'.: *'.- ah.r-..- Cj, tin !*<'.! r, lov.-cj in;.; her loiour-:, w.is bo,tr«ii.-t, 
r f,i'- ill:!.', by i,t .1 . f'.-ii! i'.-.n'i lcvfi.il n.ip'iol' tl.t; /iritilli Hfct 5 lint 

■ f f., l -T, .» tp>c be find Itruclv to the Ber- 

'.1. f.-d., d'.’lv.-i‘.d ii;> Iiiv I’.V'jr'l t-.j ibe Csltivi' from dial iliip. 
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A, (Plate XVI. fig. 4.) ]^li|||jfe,STOCK ftill aftern ; but it 
laul had very little wind. 

H, Mr Mathews, in the Naimir, got to windward. Mi 
Lestock luiving faid, that, foou after the engagement began, 
he (l^ATHi'MVs) (juitted his ftation, and left the Marlboromvl 
M, heat of aiftion. 

C, 'The van of the IJritifli, now upon a contrary tack, and re- 
turning tb join the centre. 

K, ’^rhe Berwick (pitting the Poder. 

E, The centre and van of the enemy now upon the llarboard 
tack, and doubling back to fupport their rear, conceived to be in 
•!. 7 .eat danger. 

G, The Royal Philip ; H, the five lliips in his roar, 

13(>. I, The Poder, which was retaken by the French, with 
.1 Tdeutenant of the Bci-wick aiid twenty-three men on hoard. 

N. B. — At this period (lays Mr Lestock) Admiral Ma- 
thews thought proper to hatxl down both fignals, that, 
for engaging, and alfo that for line of battle. 

A, (Plate XVI. fig. .-J.) Mr Lf.STOCK, with his diviiion, 
(as he has faid himfclf), falling into the line of .battle ahead, ac- 
cording to the fignal then .abroad. * 

t.*37. B, Mr M.^THECvS, at half .vn hour after five, again 
made the lignal of line of battle ahead, and put about ; but there be- 
ing little wind, fome lltips tacked, and others wore, as did the 
/\dmiral hiinlelf, and formed the line of battle ahead on the other 
tack, XU. the ftarboard, leaving the Poder, as Mr Lestock* ray.-', 

tr* 
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to he vct..kcn hy the l'rcn<gj||||iliK!roo, vvhJi tlio P.or\%It;k\ T if tt- 
tenant af-il t\vc*nty-thrce idflilr vacn. o pv' ;.ip!tatc was Iu‘, 
flielit t'om the French (%s he) that th...i-c was not lime to iliNe 
]'is n;en. 

. N. f;. — AJimtling all das {pee<J and Tunry, ir in!,«d»t have been 
laid tliat Mr M.\'riir:ws rcjohied his ixar, — not^Hlgt his 
rear had adva.r.ced innrh to rupjsort and icjoifi hitri^s Mr 
in S I would have it I'-elicvedj wiicri pointii*-2’ otit Inx 
<-.'vr. ht nation. 


(.'■ r.’.t RowrJvY, v, Itli the van^ frandinp; after the cenrr-. f i 

ir,ij Tvk 

I'.llex, Rupert, an. I Roam. 
Oak, 'h iiiu; at the five llnps in the Spanhl^ iv.tr, now v, i:!.;n t^nn- 
h ivinjj fallejj to kewru'd in weaihig, when tlie Admiral did. 


J 

h) pi ft 

h.l'- Ml. 

v.i;. h 
i'nu-, 

I 

t w- • 

11 . 

i-, 

f/' 

s;U hr..- 


h. The Frencli fijuadroo paflln;.; the Briiith \ap, 

nj-lhnt, (a<0 US been laid), but without fj h.j.r beijur 

only un difengapjnjr die Spanllh hpiadron In the re.*.!\ 
oui.,ht to have bccti taken or doJhf<yed lonj^ heh.rethi^ 
oven wit'giout iMr I.estook's allilia.nce, had every on*' 
•. .'Ir duty. 

k!:c SjXini’h Atlmhak 

’s he (ive -j ; 'Uh f hips firing at the four fiiijo*., m w osi 
-.i J atidi I’l .Sight to be within reach, 
s'* !’e'U«.r, I'c.hsi.t n by the French. 

h )( . Maid ; h in tow, with lrigato.s atlc-ndiug on her, 

■ n. .''■'I.diOii. 

Niglit 



M A T' 1 1 K W S ’ S r-. X C ; A G E .M F« X T, ; : , 

Xi.^ht cosnii-j:; on, rtic coni!)jnc^|i<jcts buJnp; to Iccvv u'J, cur- 

I f‘i'r their (hip?, tiy im’in” them in tow, aitd t:i;vln;:; 

’iidi thc-Mi the LicMi':na!:t <'t the ih.>rwiek, with twonty-tlirre ol' 
her m-. n, wiio Itad been ])ut oa hoard the and tpiittcd iier, 

where the w"is ajicrAvards burned bv the liflex. 

WJkl tout eittering into the merits of llie difpute 'tetween Mellis 
M .AT HEWS ii:id Les rocK, what might Jiave h..en tlic mod pro- 
per liu'tO^i'r reiving' tin; (ignal lor bearing down t<> t loje eiv.pige- 
ment, we have ri<'> tlcaihl t'v.’.f llte following ohliwalioivi will rjf)w 
be ibund jiill : 

iEO. hat, ;1 Mr M.t'i' H !. v. s and lu?*jceonds bad Ikcu properly 
luj)pori' d, li'.e gro'iled part of (he bpanidi I'car might have been 
cut oil : rivv relore, dial the Jtlaek made hy him npen llv ivnr 
td' die enemy, as it w.is lb iar feparaied from the centre and van, 
vvaf> both bohl and well deligncd at the time. 


1 It). 'I'har, as Mr Kowley’s polition with tlic van tlid overawe 
the van C'f the enemy, it vvas a proper one. 


14!. "I hat it is evident that the French, on this oecalion, as 
as well as on rdl the odiers that havc»lbllowcd linee drat timt\ Iiad 
the llifety and prefcrvatlon of their Ihijis only 'as the principal 
thing in view. * . 


14'J. -Again, from ‘tltis battle, we may be able to form fome 
judgment of tlie eftc«^ of cannoii-lhot, with relpecl to diftance. 


’Hie 
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The Royal l^lulip, the Spjipifh Admiral in his combat with 
the Britilh Admiral and his leconds, had all h*j 'figging dcftroy- 
cd, net a top-maft left ftanding on. end, his main-yard upon the 
deck, ait<i two or tliree iiort-holes beat into one. He had a.'iS 
tnj ii killed, and 202 woimded. ' 

'I'lie Conftant, the Spaiiilh Admiral’s fccond aliead, during the 
iUorr time the Haul, had 2.5 men killed, ami 43 wounded. 

On the otlier liand, the! Marlborough, ‘oppoled to ths; Spanilh 
Atliniv.il .viitl his (econds, had her main and mizen-mafts beat 
r A crhoartl, and, thougli otherwile a wreck, had her eufjgn nailed 
to the dump of the mizen-inafl which rernatned. She had -iti 
men killed, and 1 28 wounded — ampngft the firll ‘was Captain 
CoRN'w.M,!., her l>iave commander, and Claptain CJouJ-RLy oi 
llie niariues. 

! i;3. CIrcat and dreadful as theie eftetSls were, yet the diflancc 
keiwc'.'ii tlie conibatants luuO: have been very' ctmliderablc, th.ii 
t«.’’nlt) have admitted of a ftre-fhip being put in motion, let on 
lime for her men to take to their boats, tt) quit her, and to 
oil', .md, lallly, to blow up without injury to lb many Ihip'i 
rnrton -dijig her.^ After fo many circurnflanees being allowed to 
^ ! ce, can the diflance*l>c thought to be le(V fb.ui jrjo tu 
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1 44. Again, the Podcr of 64 guns, another Spanilh fliip, af- 
ter Itaving been expofed a long time to a, daiinodade from, five 
in the British Hne, without having fuilcTed ;ma'tE»rial damage 
(vid. No. 14.) ; .yct the 6rft brojulfide from the Berwick (which 
had iMokc t||^e forefaid line, and had approached within half inuf- 
ket-lh<}t killed twenty-leven of her men, difinountcd fevon of 
her lower-deck guns ; and, when flte ftruck to the Berwick, had 
not a iriiift (landing, 

•145. ‘A General at the head of his troops, and leading them 
4)11 to a£lion, has long been conildered as a fnflicient fignal ; and 
Mr Mathews’s Ihip, when going down to battle, as Admiral, 
in' tlic centre, fliould have been the example for his whole fleet, 
whether tlie fignal was given at ten or jcvyclve o’clock. I’he brave 
eonintamlors of the Norfolk and Marlborough, his (cconds, were 
of this mind; as has alfo been Sir George Rodney upon a 
later occafion : Tlierefore, every fliip which kept her wund, and 
did not follow the Admiral, Mr Mathews, down to fight the 
t'ucmy, ought f>uly to be confid^ed- as breakers of the line; 
Attd be f ICC that Senhftce the Cotfrt-bdartial •whhb broke Mr 
A1 AT HEWS, ought virtually to be conjidered as the fottree of all 
the viany naval inijlarriagcs Jince^ ^ 
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• tlirtance bet^'efn'thefe two fhijis ,at thw time may be fuppofed to bt- 

;d>out(400 or 500 yards, not l^Ts than tljat bietwc^u thcitM'o oppbiient flag 
’J'ho l)Oats from fcvtfnj (hips of Bifiulh fleet 'getting on. btitard the P*^ler 
when (he (truck, one and the fame time, is in ifottie'tiegree a conCrination f*" 
tins opinion, ; • . 
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SECTION IV. 

f iO. ADMinAI. PAKKER’s ACCOUNT OF THE ENGAGEMENT 
V. iTH THE DUTCH ON THE DOGGER BANK^ 5TI1 AUGUST 

‘ Yeftcrday morning we fell in with the Dutch fquadron, with 
‘ .1 large convoy, on the Dogger Bank. I was happy to find I 
' hai! the wind of tliem, as the great number of their large fri- 
‘ gates might btlierwilc have endangered my convoy. Having 
*■ (oi\irated the men of war firom the merchant lltips, and made a 
‘ figUsil to the laft to keqp their wind, I bore away, with a ge- 
neral iignal to chafe. The enemy formed their line, confiding 
of eight two-decked fiiips, on the ftarboard tack. Ours, in- 
cluding the Dolphin of forty-four guns, confided of fcven. 
Not a gun was fired on eitlier fide until within the didance of 
lialf mufket-fhot. The Fortitude being then abroad of the 
Diitcli Admiral, the a£doi\ began, and continued witli an un- 
■ ccafing fire for three hours and forty minutes. By this time our 
ftdps w'ere unmShagcable. I made an effort to form the line, 
in order to renew tlie a€iion ; but found it impracticable. The 
Bienfaifant had lod her /nain top-mad, and the Buifiilo her 
fore-yard ; the red of the diips were not lels fhattered in tHeir 
mafls, rigging, and fails ; the enemy appeared to be in as bad a 
' condition. Both fquadrons lay~to a confiderable time nea* each 

* other. 


* rrirWli, feveu Ihips, four frigates. • I')utch, eight fliips of two decks. 
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Other, when the Dutch, with their convoy, bore away for tho 
Texel. We were not in a condition to follow them. ’ 

1 47. This aHhir, though in itfelf greatly different fiom the 
many wc hdve had with another enemy, yet, with refpedt to the 
fubje£b before us, viz. the mode of attack, is perfcdlly fimilar. 
The gallantry of the Dutch refufing to fire a gun until the Bri- 
tifh Adfhiral ffiould have made choice of his diffance, could have 
no prior influence upon the determination of the Britifh Admiral 
in Ills mode of attack ; nor will it make any other difference ui 
the manner the French may afterwards receive us, than to re- 
double their anxiety not to lofe the lesift pofliblc chance of ah- 
noying our fhips, let the diffance be what it will, whenever wc 
fhall be difpofed to attack them, 

148. Though this battle has a greater refembl^ce to die old 
Dutch than the prefent French manner of fighti^, we cannot 
help recalling to remembrance thofe glorious and obffinatc con- 
fli^ of former rimes, which did fo much honour to .both nations. 




SECTION V. 

obnsral observations. 

1 4£C From th^^ examples, it appears, that the auacK, m every 
one of them, without variation, has been made by a long ex- 

Q 8 'tended 
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lemlcil line, generally from thb wirniward quarter, l>y (leering 
or direCling every individual drip of tliat line upon her oppalitc 
ot‘ the enemy, but more particularly the fliips in the van. 

i jO. That the conl'equenccs of this mode of attack'havc proved 
f.ifai ill every attempt; that is, our (hips have been fo difabled, 
;ii.d li) ill I'upported, that the enemy have been permitted not to 
v'jily to make (ail and leav'e us, but, fo complete the Uil'grace, 
Ikivo, in palling, been permitted to pour in the lire of tlicir whole 
l^-'e ijj'on t;ur van, without a poHibility of retaliation on bur 
part '• I'he caufe, then, of ihcAj milcarriagcs, can never be (aid 
to liave proceeded from a fault in our (hipping, and far lefs from 
a Avaiit of (pirif in our feamen. 

] .7 1 . And, though we liave not yet been fo happy as to fee 
tlicir innate naval fpirit exetted with advantage in the greater 
lights, we may yet have the coniblation of being afl'urcd, even 
(him thclb examples, that it does exift, if we take into confidcra- 
tiou tile liahitual dclirc rliey conflantly have (hewn of making the 
att.ji k, in fpite of every difcotiraging affront : On the other hand, 
that the enemy may juftly be laid to have it not in that degree, 
we conlidcr the RSl^iitual defire they have conllantly Iliewn, 
\vell in aA’oiding, as in refu/ing to make the attack. 

1.7‘j. From the mode of this attack, followed throughout 
inofl of the examples we have given, it would fccm.that an 
idea liad been formed, //y Hopping tlie van, takings d(^roy- 


* 1. Nob 38. 



GENERAI. OBSERVATIONS. !-i 

or difiihling the "whole of The enemy s line 'Plio cvenr 
has proved this attempt unpra£lical)lc. But will not this idea be 
•ilfo found contradidlory to the general complaint of the defici- 
ency of our ihips in point of failing r For, if this dericieiicy is a 
truth, would it not have been more natural, upon a chafe of the 
enemy, to make furc of the flowell lailiiig vetfcls to be found in 
the rear, than to attempt to get up witli the fwifteft fhii>s to be 
found in* the van ? 

1.5 3. Another reflection will naturally occur: That, by tin? 
great dellruCtion of rigging, the conleqycnce of this mode of at- 
tack, the natiem has been thrown into a mofl enormous expence 
of repair, while our enemy, by their cautious c<mducl;, preferving 
tlieir fhips often unhurt, has been enabled not only to protraiSt 
the war, but, if perilled in, will, without doubt, enfure the pof* 
feirK>n, perhap.s, of a fuperior navy, complete and entire to the 
concluljoii. 

154. Having now demonfltrated, from evidence which ihould 
be fatisfadlory, that the mode or inllruiftions hitherto followed 
for ai'rangiug great fleets in Hue, ib as to be abic to force an e- 
nemy to give battle on equal terms,* mufl: foipewhcre wrong, 

it will be reqiiired to (how whether any other mode may be de- 
vifetl, or put in praiSice, that will have a better effei^^. 

But, as nothing can be devited of woiie conlequencc than 
'vliat has fo long and repeatedly been put in pradlice, an offer of 

anv 


* Nos. 32. and 58. 
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any thing new, it is to be hoped, may be examined with that at- 
tention which the importance of the fubjed: demands. 

By the phrale wm*, is not here meant, that what follows was 
never either fpoke of, or thought of before ; but it is furely fb 
tar new, as never to have been put in demondration*' by writing ; 
nor is there any examples of its having been put in practice in 
.'litiul combat. . 

15 . 5 . But, if the metliod or pra<dice of bringing fingle lliips 
into action has been found, by long experience, to fucceed fo 
well, why fhould not tlys praillice, in Ibme degree, be applied 
to numerous fleets ? And if we have proved tliat the intrepidity 
and perfeverance of our feamen muft be equal, if not fuperior, to 
the enemy, ought we not at once to endeavour to bring this 
fliperiority to avail us where it bed can, that is, in getting as clofe 
alongfide of the enemy as poilible ? And diat this may be done, 
not only upon equal, but upon far fuperior terms, will be en- 
deavoured to be proved by demondrarion in the following inode 
of attack. 


MOD£ 
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MODE OF ATTACK PROPOSED. 


SECTION I. 

THE ATTACK FROM THE WINDWARD UPON THE REAR OV 

THE ENEMY. 

156. Suppofe a fleet of ten, twenty, or more fliips, extended 
in line of battle at F, (Plate XVII. fig. l.), endeavouring to ar- 
void a clofe engagement, but, at the iamc time, keeping tmder 
an eafy fail, with the intention of v receiving the ufual attack 
from atwther fleet of e(|ual number, three or four miles to wind- 
ward, at B, failing in any form ; but let it be in three lines or 
divifions : It is required, by what method {hall B make the attack 
on F with advantage ? • » 

The improbability, or rather impoffibilit^tSf^ attacking and car- 
rying the enemy's whole line of Ihips haviiu^r^dy been deinon- 
firated (Vid. Nos. 32. 38.), the next confi^nition will be. How 
many ihips may be attacked and carried with advantage? Let it be 
fuppofed that die three ftemmoft ihips only, and not exceeding 
the fourth, are poflible to be earned ; let a fuflicient ftrength. A, 
be fent down to force an attack upon thefe three ihips, di)pofed 
• and 
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;nui rnpp(*rtc(1 according to the judgement of the Atliniral, while,, 
in the mean time, lie Ihonkl keep to wimlwanl with the reft of 
his fleet, formed into fuch diviiions as might heft enable him to 
attend to tlic motions of the enemy, and the cfleel of his attack ; 
being himfelf fo far difejigaged from action, as to be .able to make 
his I >;)fer vations, and give his prders, with fome degree of tran- 
i|ijiHity. 

«• 

1 . 57 . liy i>lacing the fleet B in tlie divifion (as in Plate XVII. 
jig. 2 .), me.in.s only tli.at the attacking fleet Ihall be lb difpoled,' and 
fo connecled togctlier, as to be able to give the fupport and atten- 
tion that may be required to any Ihip, or any part of the fleet* 
and in preference to a long extended line of fix or feven miles 
in length (No. 2J.), where it muft be impradlicable to give the 
nccefl'ary fupport to fuch fliips as may be difabled *. 


SECTION II. 

STTACK UPON^THK ENEMy's THREE STERNMOST SHIPS 
'•v ORE PARTlCOLARt.Y. 

i Though the number of Ihips contained in each fqua- 
d;oo m.ay, by many, he thouglit a proper rule for determining 
the number of the (hips to be attacked, yet, as there will be 
next to a certaiuty of carrying three, w^e would choofe to keep 

by 
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by that number. Whcrefoi-e, althor.glv It n^ay afrcr’A-ard': laj 
fountl pn''.pcr to gKo otlicr opinions^ ajul to onior into a fulKr 
tlilculiion of the choice, and llic heft arvangenvent of tlie parllcii- 
1 ir Ihiirs dcllinctl for the approaching, and niakinf; this attac k, 
it is necchaiy here to carry on the (olio wing ucit'.oniriation v.poit 
tlte luppofition of three Ihips being die number proper to be at- 
tempted.^ 

IJ!>. ft will be evident, how'cvcr, that the lieadmoO, or fwift- 
cll Filing Oiips of B may get clofc alcng-fide t)f tlic llernnuill ci 
tlic enemy F, oven though the (hiyw of-F Ibould, 'in general, he 
fader fiHers tlian thofe of 15 ; ./// y^/.v/'-v/ 'rc’/'»icA, for or-^ument' i 
fake akne^ Jhijll be Jor (nn'c oJonlte.i. But it will nog tiu re:'wre, 
be admitted, that every individual flaip of a great ihet, or v-veu 
of the number a.s in the ligure, will be able to c'ntiiul c- 

veiv individual fliip of a numerotis Brililh licet, or even of the 
•Tiumber l .-5, as in the plan. Thereiorc, there will he a nocelilcy 
tijat the fwiftelf Iblps of B mud come up along-lide of the dcru- 
mod and chilled lading Ihips of the enemy h' ; while, at the 
fame time, F (hy an attempt of outfailing B) mud he thrown into 
the difordcr' tif a downright flight : '^I’licrcforji,/^' ctairfc, it mull 
he admitted, that, if the enemy F continued going off in line of 
battle, ,md end* liivouring to avoid a c^ofe engagcmeiif, it \viil be 
imjjoililde to prevent thp fleet making the attack from gelling 
into the pol ition of figure 2. 

1 60. By this pofition, then, it is evident, that thofe three Ihips 
at 1, will be in tljc power of tlic Admiral of 13, For, by keeping 

R io 
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ib many Ihlj-s tf> vvindw.ird, he will be enabled to lend down 
liodi {bip.'' ii!)m tiine to time, cither for the fupport, or to lup- 
]:iy ilie il.irion of any of thole that may be tlifabled in making 
?!iv afi while it may be imagined, that the tlircc Ihips in 
(jiii ili'-n, by being dilablcd, or being deprived of tlie wind, now 
iakei\ out of thei)* lails by the ll»ips to windward, will bo pre- 
v;'nLc(i fitwn following their friends. 

M>i. I'vojn hence the enemy ahead mnft either abandon his 
lint c iK rnmoft Ihips, or he mull double back to fupport them, 
■'.iii,:h luuft he* done cither by tacking or by wearing. But let 
it !)c liiii. examined w’hat is naturally to be done by tacking, and 
jbr tlio greater fatisfaclion, let every poffiblc cafe that can liappcn 
he examined icj>arately. 


SECTION III. 

« 

THE enemy’s TO SUPPORT HIS THREE STERN- 

MOS'P SniVs BY TACKING HIS FLEET. 

« 

1 1,2. (Plate XVII. fig. n.) Firft lei us fuppofc, that the enemy at 
1 continued to protra<fl his comic in Jine of battle, upon the 
lame tack, and tliat the hcadmoft Ihip H, with the three next allcrn 
of hcf, ha\e tacked to windward, and that the whole remaining 
diips intend to tacktltc fame way, but iu ruccelficBCi (as in fig. 3 .), 

* is 
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IS it not evident, that F has tl’.c-n left Ids three ftcrninr'Il lldp 
I, in the power of the Ihips at A ; that he inufl; aHo leave expofed 
hivS fourth and fifth lliip O to another attack from another div>- 
lion of the Britifli at C, which will alfo be on etjual terms as with 
his three Rcrnmoll at I; and, laftiy, if ho profeentes his inten- 
tion of fupporting his three fhips, ho will be obligeil to begin a 
tlifadvantageous attack upon the Arlmiral, with the inaitr body of 
the fleot lying ready to receive him. 

* JG'J. (Plate XVII. fig. 4.) The confocjiioncc of all which will 
he, that he will not only lofc his three fteriunoA Ibips, bat, in ai! 
prtjbability, the fourth and fifth alfo, '.is at Ci in' f;g. 4., and will 
he forced to begin an attack, and clofe, and mix, fhip with fhip, 
on equal terms j a fituation which he, at all times, with the greatell 
anxiety, hath a^'oidct^, and \vo> with equal anxiety, have always 
< onrted. 

1 G4. (Plate XVIT. fig. .5.) Again, fuppofe that his three Aevii- 
nioft fhips have been attacked, and that he fliall order his Hoct to 
lack all at one time, as in fig. .5. /I’he confequences will then be, 
that this movement having required feme time, and fomc length 
ofcourfe, wdll have produced a confider^.!<?*dil\unee between liis 
main body and his three fliips ; or, in other words, that they 
have been dcreitcd j fo; it will not be in their power to tack 
wnth tlie reft of their friends. 

1 65. He muft alfo, in bringing his fhips heads round, oxpofe 
the fliips neareft his enemy to be raked by a dreadful cannonade. 

’ R 2 jGe.- 
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I ('Hi. (riato XVIK. %. <>.) lie rnuft ali'o nm tl’,o rlfk of 
luivl:!;.; Iiis tisrowii Into a general tlilcrJer, by man)r of 

bi>: il'iii's r.i lining ilays, \vcaring, ami running to lecwai'd, as in 
lig. I'. Lai’.Iy, \ipoa a fup])orition tliat Ids lliips liave all tacked, 
:sikI none of thoni n>iiR.'d flays, lltll he innfr, of nccglfity, begin 
the . tt ak, ir,I:v and come to ;i dole engagement, as in the 

r» inner eak*. 
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M, LXEMY\S ATTEMPT TO SUPPORT IIIS THREE STERN- 
MOST SHIPS, BY WEARING HIS TUEET. 


If'.?. Having diewn the confequences of an attemj^t to wind- 
ward, let ns alfo examine \vhat may be cxpcdctl from an attempt 
to Iteward. Suppofe die two* fleets in the lame polltion as in 
Plate XVn. fig. 2. ; diat is, the main fiody of the enemy ex- 
tended in line of battle's^ leeward, his three ftevnmofl; fliips en- 
tangled with the fleet B, whofe Admiral, with the main hotly, 
keeps t > windward, to obfervd, with a rigid attention, the motions 
oi \\\ • enemy. 

|{'>K. (Plate XVIIT. fig. 7.) .At the fiime time, fai'.pofe that 
the Admiral b has ordered his ftcrniuofl. Ihip G to wear, and 

afterwards 
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alE-rwards the wliole liJie, and that lie is now upon 

conrrary tack lo leeward, as at Tl, williing to lupport or ban'; oH 
his lliree Ihip:-. 

From i ilV'-CTLinn, it will he evident, llmt this atteiupt m;'\ 
be more (lai)‘.y’fOMs than ilic attempt to ^vindwa^d ; for it will 
expoie a number of his fliips to a raking fire while in the a^. 
of -wearing, and the Iquadron, by getting fo far to Iccwartl, will 
be unable to give tlie proper iiippoit to the three Ihips. 

It will open a g.-ip for the fleet of B (who will immediately- 
w'tar alfo, and follow him) to break in, as at A, and cut olF the* 
liirce Ihips, without hope of recovery. 

Ami, if F ihall ftill perfill in the endeavour to' recover his three 
fhi}>s, he will be obliged to begin t.hc attack, under all the ufual 
tlifadv'aiitages. 


I Gt). (Plate XV in. fig. 8.) Again, upon another fiippofs- 
titi'i, that the headmoll lliip of tlie enemy II, with tlie lour or 
five next allern, have wore, and arc running upon a contrary- 
tack, wilhiiig, as before, to fupport or bring off the iliree ihips, 
the reft of the fleet intending to w*car alfo, and follow in fuccef- 
fion, is it not evident that this raovemeut, being more unieamaii- 
like, w’ill be worfe tlian the laft ? , » 

It will expofc an additional number of flups, particularly tlie 
Lift tw'o, as at G, and will, at the ‘lame time, make an Of->ening 
for the main body of IPs fleet to fall iu and cut oft' tlie three lliips, 
as iu tlic former cafe.- 


f ro. 
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E 7 A XViH, hp;. 9.) Ag.-iiu, ilioukl tlic enemy I' wear- 

a.nd bear away with his whole ihips at one aiul the I'auie time, 
a,, in itg. ;>.» it is evklcnt that this movement t»iu( 1 have the 
I onfotinoricc of a clownriglit flight, with the cerUiinty of loiing 
the th.rcv fliips. , 

1 7 i. I jatlly, upon tlic fuppofltion that fuch an attack has been 
jE’.adc, .'inti that the three fhips are entangled, it generahy follows, 
that, though the wind may be blowing a frefli gale at tho begin- 
ning of the battle, yet it often falls away fo much from the elfcvft 
of a violent cannonade, that it may be impolhhle for the lie:Ul- 
tnoll fhips oi' F’s fleet to give the leafl aflifl^tnee to his Ihips dil- 
uvlfed in Ms rear. ' . * • 


172. From w’hat has been faiti, it wdll appear, that a fleet B, 
keeping ccnne£Ietl in a body to windward, may conic up with, 
.'iml entangle the three fternmoft fhips of an enemy F, extcndoil 
in line of battle, and going off to leeward, an<l, at the hune time, 
he able to overawe the remaining, main body of ilieir fleet ; anti 
th.it, having forced the pofition, as in plan ^d, the whole confe- 
quenccs, as already deferibed, ‘mu ft follow; that' is, F muft fub- 
mit to the iofs of three fliips. 

What has bccn^^hkherto faid proceeds upon a fuppofition, 
that the fleet F lias* kept on his courle till the fleet B has come 
up with his rear ; let it then* be examined what other attempts 
the i nc’.iiy F can make to avoid coming to clofe engagement up- 
on equal terms. 


SEC- 
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S F, C*T ION V. 

rllF. £NEIAY: ENDEAVOURING TO AVOID THE ATTACK UPON 
ins REAR, BY WEARING, AND PASSING ON CONTRARY 
TAC^S to LEEWARD. 

* i7iJ. (Plate XVlIl. i^. Ip.), Siippofe a fleet of £hlps of tlje 
enemy ftaudinj^ on the larboard feick to leeward, and going off 
as befoi'c at E, and a .fleet of ihips in a cotleAcd (late or polkion 
to windward, as at 13, fig. 

i7i. (Plate XIX. %. 1 1. and J2.) And fuppofe that the 
enemy F, perceiving the fleet B poiothig ah attack againft his 
rear, as in fig. 1 1. ; and that, in place of keeping on Ids coude 
upon the fanae tack, he ftiould wpar^ and endeavour to paft on 
contrary tacks to leeward, (for it- will not be admitted tluit he 
can get to windward, fee plan, What will tlien , be the 

cffe£l: ? 

1 75. Is it not evidenit, thBtthe headmoft fhlps of E muft be 
forced to leeward by the fleet B obflni^mg his line of diredlion, 
or the line of. his courfe ? Tlicj^ inuil forced to begin an at- 
tack at any diftance B* may 
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1 T »>. (rinte XIX. i 3.) That they iiaay receive liich tiu- 
tillage as will flop their way : That their way being llopp'^ d, will 
of coin ic be an obftru£lion to the next aftern ; or, that thefe 
riib!ior|Lic'i)t lliips, to prevent this ftop, muft bear away to Iccwanl 
t'l thc-ir crippled iliips, as at G, which will not only ]x‘evcnt thefe 
fl'iips from damaging the hcadinoft Ihips of B, but will give time 
asul opportunity to B to bring down his windward fhip.s to fall in, 
either aheavl or aflern, that is, to the right or left, of hif> hcad- 
tiioll ihijis A, and oppofe flnp fdr fliip of the enemy upon equal 
terms. J "iV/c fig. i 3. plate 1 3. 

177. But, iliould none of the hcadtnofi flups of the fquatlrrn 
f- In,* crippled ; that is, fhould, F pafs B without re.ach of cannon- 
(lutt, wiiich undoubtedly he will do, flill, w^hile bearing away, 
he may be forced to filler a diflant cannonade, fliip with (hip, 
on equal terms. > 

• i7S,- (Plate ' XIX, fig. 14.) Whether he %vcars and gets 
back upon his former tack, as at G, in fig. 1 4. 

c 

I 79. Or continues to run before the wind, as at P, in fig. i.5. 

ISO. (Plate . XX. fig. l<>.) Btit, if* F perfifts to pafs on a 
contrary tack to leeward, and without reach of canhon-lhot, is it 
not i'\iJicnt, that B muft feme time or otlier come up with the 
rear of b’, whether B fliall, at any time, be abi'caft of fiis centre, 
as in fig. 1 0. ? 


I 81. 




/ ^ » 9 $ g 0 

I / V 






m' O D K O V A T T A C iv I ’ U O 1 ' O S E D, 




l??l. Or of his rear, (its in fig. i7. pLitc XX.) 

J ^*2. Or \vht.tIioi' F puts right betore ilie \viuc1, (as in iig. ’ 

piste XX,) 

Or runs olE fliip by ililp, at. ho beli can, (as in fig. i9. p!au 


XX.) 
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VI. 


nr v.i'iKiT ..\Kr* or rni; \'’‘N0 snir-t- 

JK*- l! 0 «JNri TJIL ATT.ICK VRCiM 'iUr W I r-. ].i W Ui>, 
< < »N;m lU- U I- D IN WHIV.il S 1'. A T L, »r, I- N D . 1 V c>t : !? i'. U ) i.r 
H! co>M‘Kriii NDi'o .r\r.;<r '.cji.i.i »i.r, 

vn.tT MAY BE i*«0».VBlE. 


: 8 v> far .nt.iv-^y rirv ny « « cotU’d vvitii the wind .ij.scd ii- 

.110 .ntd dn; tamo »pi,.;U'r- "ro^inako iJit dein''.nft 5 Miiou the 
/June v' fi'piv te, i; wiiJ be novtilary to i'ujuijo, W’b.it might be 
;iio eilevt pmthtcetl hy a change of wiad, (houl^i that take jjl.icc 
diuityg the aclinn r this puqiofe, k; the {>ppc.i‘»eiir lieets bo 

pl.'iced in iornfi.: <nio of tht- preeodiug; pohth xopreieiitirig tiio 
aU.itk uj'on the three llerntnolt jhips of the enomy (as in fig. tn'/. 
FLiio XXL Vnf, No. p-ns. Piute XVII. fig. e.) 
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In which the fleet deflrous of making d>e attack i$ reprefented 
In four diviiions, as at B B B, A. 

F, Tlie fleet deflious of avqidiag. tkie crttadc, aod aban looting 
his three llemmol]^ fhips at Q. 


C A S « 1. 

THE WIND SHIETINO BY DSCEE£ 8 » AND COMING ATT. 

* I 

►A t 

184-. In the let iis fuppoib the 

wind, from being in the north at N, on the firft onfet, tliat it 
ftiall come more and more after and by the wedorn quarter to K. 
Then it is evident, by the difpofition of the two fleets, that the 
fleet F, by fuch change, will have acquired no advantage what- 
ever 1 on the contrary, it will thereby be thrown juft fo much 
the farther to leeward. 

o A s a- 11. ^ 

/ 

V 

THE WIND SHIETINO AND CO»IINO BY DEOItEES KOUND 

. AnEAbf>» 


1 Again, if the wit]id,.'I:^^aking an qppeftt^ oonrre, lhall 
ftiiift ahead, and (hall come ronwSi by the hi&tm quarter to JL 
(Plate XXI. 6g. al.), nei^ber'wiU IP KSve power to aVail - 

hiinfelf of this, providing the fleet D, in cpndnping carefully to 

att^d 
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Attenli Eu! motions^ it^d, by the Impulic of the veering 

•vrlndf IhalS ftretcK b^dleet .to te^werri of him, but^ the fame 
ritne, tp ^odvriurd Of iho 0t)pd O O, iiiOuid F endeavour, 
hj b0ariilg»iOuad->fjp, to xejoin hU own ihips diat are engilgi^ in 
"ri»« war at C?. 

•b 

1 36* (Plate XXX. ijg. «2.) Rcprfefentlng both flieeta on the 
ftarboard tack, ihow^ at tlie fiiitto time, that F haa not thereby 
ac<|u}red any advantage. 


C A s £: uu 

rr ^ 

or THE EFFECT, SUPFOSJNO THE WIND TO VEER C<5ntJ« 
NUEDEY ROUKD AHEAD. 

18 V. Agmn, upon the fuppofirion that F, by this laft change, 
has now gained the wind {Vu/c Plate XXIX. fig. 23.), it will not 
be dented that, in this ea^, he may maintain it, and that it 
may be pofl^e for him to make a drcular couife R R R to 
windward of keefdng ^ wind, as k may dilpoifed to veer 
round, by the eafiern quarter, from*the north at N to (he fouth 
at S, or to die weft at K, ov even renmd to the north at N, from 
whence k fet out$ but, as he oxn be attended all die wMle by 
the fieet B, who will cut liim ofiT to 'leeward, he never will be 
a2>{e to recover his thras ihips at O. 

S 2 


CASE 
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CASE ir. 

THE WIND, IN ONE INSTANT, SHIFTING IN DIRECT 

OPPOSITION. 

• 

1 S8. I.aftly, If the wind, in changing, fhall, in one inftant, 
*• ^ihift in tlirc£l oppofition to where it was when the attack began, 
that is, from the north at N to the ibuth at S Plate XXIL 

fig. 2'k), then, and in that cale, before one can judge whether 
Inch cliange fhall he favourable for F or not, it will be neceflary 
that the relative Htuation of the two fleets (hoiild be determined 
Inch as it was when the change took place. For example ; 

r«9. If the hcadmofl fliips of the fleet F’, that is, if his van 
and centre fhall have Ibparatcd at any confiderable diHancc from 
his rear, as per Plate XXllI. fig, 24?, 

1 oo. Or if, in the farther profecution of this mode of attack, 
it fhall have advanced to the pofltion reprefented in fig. 2^. j * it 
is evident, in both cafes, that F”, though, by this change, he fhall 
have got to windward, yet, notwithftanding, he will not be able 
to avail himfelf of tliis feeming advantage, the fleet B having it 
ftill in their power to cut him off from his three fhips. 

191, On the other hand, if this inflantaneous cliange of wind, 
in direA oppofition, fhall have taken place more e^ly in the ac- 
tion. 


r/V/*- PUtc xvni. fig. 7. No. 168. 
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tion, tliat is, when the pofittons of the two fleets fliall be fuch 
as reprefented in fig. 26. Plate XXIII. viz. 

The fleet R in the pofition of four divifions B B B and A, and 

thCj enemy in. die pofitions F and G. 

Tlien F, who before was to leeward, by this inftantaneous 
change of vrind from the nprtli (at N) to the fontli (at S), having 
now got to windward of every divifion of the fleet B, is it not 
evident, that it may be practicable for him to carry aillflancc to 
his three fhips (at G) in the- rear, and, perhaps, feveu to cut off 
fomc one of B’s fhips (at A), if they do not, with all convenient 
fpecd, bear away (as at C C), to put themfelvcs under the protec- 
tion of their friends (B) to leeward ? 

102, But whether, he (F) fhall attempt to cfleCt tlus ma- 
noeuvre, by wearing hl^ fhips iti the liiie (asatHH), or, what 
feema moft eligible, by maldng his fliips tack (as at 1 1), as it is 
to be prefumed that his three fhips, vvhich have been fbme time 
engaged, muft be confiderably crippled, and not able to make fuf- 
ficient fail, while endeavouring to bring them off, it will be difE- 
cult for him to prevent beiug dra'^ into a general and clofe en- 
gagement, whichy by the luppofidon, he has all along endeavour- 
ed to avoid. 

193. A farther profccution of dembnflrations^ which are likely 
to lead us on to the attack from the leeward^ we think proper 
to decline for Ae prefent. It is a new fubjed, and, of itfelf, rc- 

quires 
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quires a feparate dilcuflion. We will therefore proceed to bring in- 
to view thoie other accidents only which more immedfateljl^ can 
affe<fl the attiuk from tbt windward ; not that Inch can be attend- 
etl with eonfequences much dijfforcnt from what have already been 
treated of, but, the ideas once being fVarted, and having great ap- 
parent importance, it becomes necellary to give them a full in- 
veftigation. ^ 


SECTION VII. 

OF PAATIAI. BAEJaZtS OP WIND. 

I Ji'k When the fret m putfuit Jball be fa\*f)urcd with a h'le^u, 
of whid-t while the feet defrous of avoiding the attack f'<.iU be be-- 
t aimed ; 

(Plate XXI. fig. ^^o.) U it not felf-evident, how unfavour- 
able Utis muft be for the enemy E ? He will thereby be the more 
eafily ovortaken in the purfuit ; ami, foould the attack be begun 
upon hia liire© ihips, they will with the greater certainty be 

t 

Kilned. • 

m ** 

I iKj. When the feet defrous of avoiding the attack Jhall be fa- 
voured with the breeze^ while the feet in purfuit Jbatl be becalmed^ 

It being evident, that the enemy (F) will hare it In his power to 
make lus efcape with his wh<^e fleet, if thU partial ^eeze in his fa- 
vour 
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▼our ihall take place before the attack has begun, wc rtiall pafs on 
to the oppofite cafe. 

What the attack upon the three Jhips Jball have cvmmaiced 
befitre this partial brecsse in favour tf the feet pu/fted, hay 
taken place, 

1J)6. (Plate XXL fig. 20.) The variety of pofiiions in which 
the two fleets may be affected is fo great, and the confequeiiccs 
which can be fuppofed attendant on this cafe fb numerous, it will 
not be attempted to give a feparate dilcullion of each. Tlie read- 
er, however, by applying his own ideas upon die fubje^ to the 
plans before him will be able to fupply this for himfelf. In 
the mean time, as It is imagined nothing in fuch inveftigation 
will be found that can materially alfedt the general ilTuc, and 
fince no breeze whatever can favour the fleet F, fb as to enable 
it to fail round and round tlie fleet B, (the fleet B all the while 
fuppofed to be lying becalme<l), it will not be too much to fay, 
that this partial brcci&e in favour of the feet 1% taking place after 
the attack begatiy although it may flicilitatc the efcape of his van 
and centre, will not avail him m-och in the recovery of the three 
fliilis in his rear, perhaps not in any cafe as yet exhibited, ex* 
cepdng in this one, where the wind; in one inftant, had lliifted in 
dire<lS oppofidon, Hb. ii>i. 

When the attack fsall have commenced bfore the partial bree&e 
in favour of the feet purfued^ has taken placc,ftppofttg the wind 
ifi one iff ant to have Jhified in dSre& oppftiou, 

U97, 


* Comprehended iu Plates 17. j8. 19. ao. ii. Z2. 23. 
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197. That, even in this cafe. No. 19 1, (Plate XXIII. fig. 26,), 
the lame breeze which would fitvour F in the attempt to bring 
off his tliree finps, would, at the fame time, favour the eic£i|>e of 
the Ihips of B at A, as formerly defuibetl. Tliat this partial 
breeze would require to be of confiderable duration, othcrwilb F, 
in thus attempting to bring ofiT his three fhips, crippled as they 
will be, muft hazard a general engagement, in like manner as aL 
leady delcribed, No. 192. 


SECTION vm. 

or WINPS I^LOWING lit CONTRAay DIRECTIONS. 

108. In foppofing, at any place, the exiftcnce of two difiinct 
ftreams of wind actually blowing in oppofite dirc£lions, the one 
fiom the north ^for example), the other^firom the fouth, or from 
any two other t^pofite points of the' conipafs ; at that place allb 
mufi; be foppofod an intermediate ipace, a hue of leparation be- 
tween tlie two ftreams, parallel to both, and to be often diftin- 
guiflicd by a fqrt of cahn upen the lurface of the water, occa- 
fioned by the eddy winds partaking of the efibffc of tlie adjacent 
and contrary ftreams. 

1 99. That the requifite examples may the more cafily be ex- 
liibited, fuppofc Plate XXIV. to repiefent a, Ipace at fea, in which 
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;-v - v^ V^’ 

■tw^' i»TO .-^febvb^’dj’ blc^jln^" Irbw bppo* 

.fbb' -^31^ N ■ ieift'jitdij- outlie ptatc.'blowiiii v 

p^e tiorti^ .andr ^ .S on .''the fighi 

7|fllp^hjgi'bp.^»e-.IJage ,&om,^^ fotitii, 

fe/' Vomprdfiji^l^ ', and-;^^ 
ifer^e to dij^ngiiifli ihe dil^rbi^ pbtt^ ^iz; 

. . ^'B, th^fleet in purfui|} . , ;. 

£, ■ .the „iie^ pui;iriied fV'.^ ’ .1 [’ ';; ; ^ ’ ' '.' '' ■' . 

O, ’ the 'three : im^i» atta.che<i'’iv , ' 

A, the four ihips makitig the attack. . 


beai^„ {as in fig. S'.)y dill tlveir iimibwitep'with th<! li^ cif 
doh Y; y. Wid be lunilar, and to theifiUW-iSfie^':; ami iii no.^^ier 

ji* ' -.1. ■ ’i-'w ‘2 _i ■ 


^ iimv x\x \n^. i.,.%5i'’''an<a:,. xixe .CO?-: 

iivheii ileets coming h^pa! oppoifitc di.rc!0tbh 
fibtU '.fcSeUohtmb^V' ih' Itfce Ihdhi. cot^fafy Arearns of xvind^irfC- 
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atlumed portions as be fore dcfcriboti, Na 1 .50., or as B and T, 
(fig. 4. plate ^2 P.) Let us fuppole F the fartheft ahead, t!)-'t ‘iKe haa^ 
pciccivcil the wind a.H chan^ng to a dircdl contntry dir^ion, 
and, fro’u Iia\ tng liad his fhips on a larboard taek, as when at 
II, that ho has got, or muA Ijc gettiiig, his ilarboard vacks aboard, 
as at F F ; or, in otlier words, that he lias paHed from one ftream 
of ^^ind, and has got into .another, and contrary ftrcajn — *43 it not 
evulcnt, if the fleet B ihall fland on and follow, and. Ihall get 
into this new ftream of wind, the fame with hb enemy F, that 
he will lie to loewrard (as in fig. .5.), and, of coude, that the 
mode of his attack muft; he changed ? (f'7//. No, r 92.) 

20 J. Again, on the other hand, fiippofe B, in declining to 
ftand on, ihall continue in the northern ftream of wind, as in fig. 
6.)— will it not be poflible for him, by putting before the wind, 
as at C, to recover a pofition A to windward of F, io foon 
cA'or he Ihall choofe to pafs from the one ftream of wind to the 
other? 


WaBOBSSSBUHSBBBBSiai 

CAS£S AFTER THE ATTACK SHAEJ. BE BEGtTK. 

4 

I 

203. Plate XXV. fig. 7. teprelents the attack already be- 
gun \ and continuing in the northern ftream, while F, abandon- 
ing his three ihips, has got into the ibutlicrn ftream with bis van 
and centre. 


■Sm 


• Plate XVII. fig, a. and 3. No«. 1 f< 5 , 157, iji). 
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30 If. (Fig. 8.) Tlie attack continued in the northern ftrea'n, 
and 15, witlt hia whole fleet, dropping down the wind together, 
evidently will have the advantage of getting to the fouthward 
equally with F, the enemy, notwithftanding the efforts of F to 
get to winflwarU in the oppoUte ftream. 

305. The fleet B in anotlicr view (fig. 9.) is reprelentcd as 
aware cJt the .accident before him, and having puilied ahead with 
Ins van and centre, will be prepared to fiipport his attack of the 
thixe fli’ps, whether he fltall continue in the nortUem flream, .t» 
at C, or Ihall pafs into the contrary llrcam, as at D, (fig, JO.) 

200 . (Fig. 1 1 .) Again, oti the other hand, fliould the fleet 
B, in continuing the attack, Hand on, as at B B 1), .\ncl, wiihoiu 
precaution, fliall have followed, and got into the lame ftreain 
of -wind with the enemy F ; then F, of confequence, being to 
windward, will immediately have it ii\ his power to carry .illill- 
ance to his three Ihips, but whether by wearing hib other ihips 
in the line, as at II tl, or by tacking, as at 1 1, will ftill be ex- 
pofed to the hazard of a general eng.tgement, as before deferibed, 
Ko.‘l92. 

** • 

207. From all which it follows, that a colle^Sod and connect- 
ed fleet of fJxips to windward will, on every occafion, ho able to 
make an advantageous attack upon a fleet of Ihips to leeward, and 
W'ifljing to avoid a clofc engagement j and that the attacked fleer, 
lying at fuch difadvantage as no manoeuvring whatever can com- 
penfate, muft be worfted. 

T 2 
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S L C T I O N JX. 

OTHCR OPINIONS (tow THIS ATTACK FROM THE 
WARD SHOULD RE CONDUCTED, 

A 

‘JOR. Many eminent leamcn, however much they may be 
c'omincecl that an attack made iiptjn Uie retU* of an enemy^s fleet 
wilJ have a mtith ht'tter chance of fuccefe than in the cafe of an 
aua<.k upon the whole line, oi even on, the van, as hitlierto 
I>iaClifed, have ilill different opinions how this attack ihoutd 
be condu>diciL Thedfe, as given to me, it is jlroper Ihould be laid 
before titc reader, although they are not what I would approve 
of. 

liOO. (Plate X!XVl. fig. 1 .) Firfly If it is fuppofed Uiat the 
atidik (halJ be madb by the greater port "of the force of fleet, 
coni' ig rij^ht before the wiiK*, upon the fix ffemmoff fhips of an 
t'licniy is it not evident, that the fhips of B, fly making the 
attack in this manner, muff be expofod, without a poffihility of 
return, to as many hroadfidcs fft'ni each of tliefc fix ffiips of F 
as can be gOt leadyi during a courfb of two miles ? • 

M\. nee, as the laid fiiips of 15 will afTuredly be dUabled, before 
they will have it in their power to hurt tlie enemy, this diiadvatv 
tage ffiould determine the impropriety of this mode. 


iiio. 
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MOPE' ov attack proposed, 

s 

si o', (Plate XXVI. fig;. 2.) Suppoie again, that fome p.trt 
of the force to make the attack Ihall be Pent to leewanl {.vs 

at A), as well a$ to mndward of the three (hi^is dcterminctl 
be at^ked, at C.) 

I ft V 

But 'datiger ftippoled, of fliot palllag over the enemjr’** 
Utips*" aeW'^ftriking thole of frietMis, may be an objection tt) ihK 
mode. ' 

fill, (Pidte XXVI. fig. 3.) Otliem have been of ojnaion, 
that the headmoft lliip A, chofen to make tlie attack, Ihatl come 
dofc up along-fide of the llernmofl: of the enemy, and, having de- 
livered her fire, Avail pulh along the line as far as poflible, which 
may be fuppofed to be the fijtth Ihip of the enemy F j and, as it 
is evident that this> firfl Ihip A may Ime toceived fix broadlides, 
that is, a bro.idfidc from every one oPthe fix enemy’s Jdiips, dur- 
ing her courfc iti palling them, it has been thtTUghr poffibk that 
the other five Ihips C C C C C, by following clofe after Ijcr, vnay 
attaan their fiafions, each abreaft of her opjvofite, witJiout having 
received a greater number of broadfides than they h ive had it in 
Uxeii* pow-oje to return) and, Uvei^ore, that by this mode the 
tiura* 5 <ar of Ihips to be attacked ivill be determined : for as many- 
ihips as the leading llvip fiiall be able Co reach, iU many lliips will 
the attacking fleet be able to carry, 

2 1 S. (Plate XXVl. fig. 4 .) A fourth mode of attack, tvhklt 
feems to be' consj^fed from a medium taken from tJve laft. Ixt 
if l>c fgppofrd^ as ip the former eafos, that the fleet & has been 

bronghf 
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brought up to a<fHon in a colleiftcd manner, but fubdlvided only 
To far as the fervicc may require (as foi'inerly fluted in fig. ^2.), 
and that the leeward divifion A fltall lie more particularly deflined 
for the immediate attack, while, at the fame time, the body of 
I he iloet, keeping to windward, lhall be fuppofed attentive to give 
tlie ncoeflary fupport where required. 

Then let it be fuppofed, that the headmoft fliip C, making the 
uttack, having been foou crippled, lhall not have been able to puth 
farther than the third or fourth fhip of the enemy’s line : 

Is it not eafy to conceive, fay they, that ll>mc one, or more, 
of the Ihips to windward, attentive to fupport and fupply her place, 
inav bear down on the fourth fliip of the enemy, under cover of 
the fmokc, throw in her fire, and pufh on to the fifth or fivth 
(hip, as at I>, or, perhaps, farther ; and that fo fur as this frclh 
Ihlp 1), or a lecond frelh Ihip E, may be able to pulh, lb many 
(In ps of the enemy may be expedled tg be carried ? 

i'or, whatever (hips of the enemy can he got abfeafl of, at a 
]>roper diftance, inay he d'lfablcd^ aud thcrtforc commanded^ by the. 
numerous frelh (hips kept to windward for this purj^ole. 

‘1 1 i. In all the dlflerent attacks upon the rear, it has, by fomo, 
been thf>ught a great objett, if pratjficable, to throw a raking fire 
into the rear of ah enemy’s line of battle, hy iliips detached for 
that purpofc, as at O. for if lliot, as has been laid, can take cf- 
fedt at a diflance of two miles, from this pdlition it will furely 
reach the fixlh (hip, if the enemy’s line lhall be formed at two 
cables length afuuder ; and, if formed at one cable’s length aiun- 
dcr, it will reach, and may cripple the twelfth Ihip. . 

SEC- 
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SECTION X. 

CONCLUSION, WITH OJ?NERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

In the preceding Narrative and Demonilrations, we think it is 
lliown. 


tJl-t. 1. That BritiAi feamen, from the nature, as well as 
the greater extent of the ilavigation tipon our coafts, mull, of 
necefllty, be fuperidr, both in Ikill and intrepidity, as well as in 
number, to thofe of otlter nations. 

315. 3. That deficiency in point of failing, upon many oc- 

laflons, evidently has not been the caufc of thefe late mifear- 
riagesj but, if it has really been the caufe of ntifcarriage in others, 
is it not high time to fet about fuch reformation in our dock-yards 
as may recover an equality in a point fb important ? Even lup~ 
poling this to be true,' why fhould we uniformly attempt 
getting up with the enemy’s van, writh a view to carry their 
whole fleet, in Head of ■ contenting ourfelvea wnth a certainty of 
cutting off a few of tlieir dulleft failing veflels in the rear ? 

216. 3. That the mode of running down tlie wind in a line, 

'each fliip dire^ing . her couifo upon her oppofite^ aud pointing 

* die 
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nava'l tactics. 

die attack upon the van, with a view of {lopping it* in preference 
to an attack upon the rear, ha^ proceeded from an oJT car- 

rying every (hip in the enemy’s fleet ; but tliis mode has evi- 
dently given the enemy an opportunity of dKabling our {hips, 
and preventing us from conung clofe sdong-fide of them. 
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APPENDIX TO PART I 


ADMIRAL SIR GEORGE POCOCK’s ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE 
VRENCH FLEET, COMMANDED BY MONSIEUR D’aCIIE, IN 
THE EAST INDIES, imno 1758.'^ 


• AJw'n OCIohcr i'ltb 3 759 .-— -Captaui Latham, /t/A 

*■ (ij' the arr'i'vcii at Porifwoutb on the Uth injlanty in 

‘ the Koji fndia Cumpany’ s Jhip the Admiral Wutfon^ wth let- 

* te> s from Vico-Admiral Pocock, ghnn^ the JhlljiL'inyc ai^ 

* Coant. ' 


‘ Admiral PococK being joined by Commoclov'e iS'rr.vKNS,. 
*■ in Madras road, with the reinforcements from l-'npjanil, and 
* liavuig jnit his Ihips in the beft condition poiriblc, April i Ttb 


U 



.* TIic printing had advanced fhj** Lr, before the Author thc>>iglit id includ- 
ing t.hclV engngeinents. They werte'itt the fame war ; and two years after 

that of Admiral Byng- aV defcriptioti thereof, giving an opportunity «.f intro- 
ducing new matter, will the more elucidate the fubjecd, and uiil at the fiinc time 
complete the collc<£lion of tliofe fea cngagenictits, in which IJiiiifli jneets, bfoif; 
Jto <ioiiut-it.arJ, hy extending their line -with the deftgu to Jlop, nde, dylroy, u- d'f d-!- 
the ivfjote of the enemy s line to leenuard> have hifrt tUfuhled bej'ore they eznlil ,re'tch h.- 
Ciuaikn /rent wketJiC they could annoy the enemyf Set. &c. Vide \>. ft- el. I 
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* 17.7*^, ill orJi-r ro get to m in'Ivv..irtl of Ffnt St Pavl'.)'.-,, 

* to intc t the Fivnch tqxKuli^Mi, which hy iutcHi; - nee iic 
‘ w:ici maili: to expert was on llK-ii' appio.uli fro:i' the vvell- 

* v,\n'i.l, ueni the i/h: of France: 'I'ho 12?)tJi, in the law 

‘ tcv. ii in I'ort St DaviU*:; rtvul, nnJ.er* i i ; they 

‘ inir.ffi two others in the oihnj^ ; and, coneliit'.ir.jr tlvem to he tlic 
‘ •, neinv, ic'uiiC'htitci y fjavo cJiale ; TJiele {lii:> , nii:e in all^ 
' il.itulin;^ <ill iliore iimitr top-fails, fornioil tlic Ihie pf i^aftle 
‘ alu ul : Adniirai Pococ'K formed his line ot ixattle too ; .itid. 
‘ .e. as liis /hips luid j^ot into their lialioti, beinj^ nearly 

‘ e iti.i-.i random fluit of the enemy, bore down ujioti the 
‘ /a-di. -.jne, on lioard which /hip h^onfienr IVAciiii veore a 

* eonu'tie ; hnt ohfcrvlnp; the NtMveaille and W’^cyinfraih that 
‘ tiiev did n(jt bear aiv.iy at the iame time, he made their llg- 
*■ nal .. d'lie enemy began to fire upon tlie Jingli/h a.s they were 
' eoing down ; hut the Admiral did not make the /ignal to en- 
‘ gage, till lie was within half inidkct-dhot of the Zodiaijue, 
‘ wliitli was about three o’clock. A tew minutes after, per- 
*■ ceiving th.c /hips were not all got clofe enough to the enctii), 
*■ he made the fignal tor a cloter engagement ; which was Imine- 
*■ diately complied with by the lliip.s in the van. At half paR 
*■ fair, oblerving the roar of, the French line hail drawn up 

* pjetty clofe to the /lOtliaquo, the Admiral made the Cuniber- 

* land, NewcaRlc, and Weymouth, fign;il.s to make fail up and 

* engage clofe. Soon after, Monlieur IV Acini broke the line, 

* and 
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and put before the wind : his rocoiul aJiern, w?io kept <,>n the 

* Yarmouth’s qieirter moil pari of die a<^lion^ tbeu eaine iij> 

’’ alonji fule, gav'C his fire, and bore away. *Phc other two ibipf. 

‘ in the rear came up in like manner, and then bore away ; ami 
‘ a few miinttcr, after obferving the enemy’s van to bear away 

‘ alfo, the Admiral hauled down the llgnal for the line, and '' 
*• made the lignal fcjr the general chale. About fix, oblerving 
‘ the enemy join two fliips lour miles to leeward, and at the 
*• fame time* hauling iheir wind to the wcfliward, and fee*ming' to 
'• form a line ahead, and the Yarmotuh’s mails, aids, lails, and 

* rigging, as well as the MUzabetii’K, Tyger’s, and Salilbury's. 

^ being ib much damaged as to prevent their keeping tip witii 
‘ the ihips that were in the rear dnritig acVion, who had ivcciv- 

* ed but little damage, and night approaching, the AdiniraJ 
‘ followed the enemy as well as he coukl, flanding to t!ie 
‘ fotiih-weft, in order, if pollible, to keep to windw; rd of them, 

‘ in hopes of being able to engage tlicm next mori'in.g. Ikn a-. 

'■ thev iliowod no lights, nor made any uight-iignal-., iliat could. 

* be cihfcrvved, he did not fee them through the nijdi!, nor 
‘ next morning ; ami therelbro, cimcluding that they liad we;- - 

‘ thered him in the night, by being able to carry more tail, he . 

* contitiued his endeavours to work up after t!.' in, until iix i." 

‘ the morning. May ift, wlicii* hading be loil- lo eund conlidr i - 

* ably, be c;)jne to an anchor about three leagues ;o the ii<.irrii- 
*■ wiud of Sadras, where lie was informed that tljc iilvu .\inif i.‘ 


J''rcncli Scju.uiron. 
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'7 1- qum (a lis'p f'T iIil* c'licmy) liatl received ijl'.uc!-. dauiApc 
* in tlie j'.clion, tli U iJicy \vc;o t.'blij^^-d to ri!!i lier aili ; little 
‘ Ti> tiie iF'ii'iwatd ot* Akinparve, where the I rojich itj’i.id'on. 

^ was at an anchtjr. 

‘ '^riie J'renoli arrived in St David's Road at nn'.e iii’tiio morn- 
’• ir,’’, thio t!iv lH.foiO tlie IJritilh Admiral fell iti wuh them. 

■ 'J ;i-. v li id net lauded any trot>j)s before the ou^igemeitr. ’The 
‘ .udi'- ;'. W.-S about 7 leagues W. b. N. of Aieniparvc. The Ad-> 

‘ iinral obFiM s, that Commodore St r v Lr.';s, Captain Latuam^ 

‘ ar.l C..pta;n So M F its ut, wlio were in the van, and K.FiMFKnv- 
‘ 1 : !, r, the Commodore 's Captain, behaved as becante gallant 

• ' ihe.-r, ; and that Captain llAtt it i son’s I eiiavioiir, as well as 

■ ill ’ll'.* u.'IIcer-: and men belonging to the Yarnionth, gave biin 
' fv-nllble f'atisfadlion j ami that, bad the Caiptains in the rear 
‘ di..iie (heir duty as well, he fliould have had a great pleafure 
‘ in eonnnending tb.em ; but, tlieir manner of ailing in the en- 
‘ iMgement aj-peaicd fu faulty, tliat, on his return to iMadras, he 

* ijrdcred a court-martial to allemble, and inquire into their con- 
‘ ditcl. In confctpicncc tjf which. Captain XicnouAt) Vi ncknt 
*■ w.»s fentenetd to be difinilfod from the eommand of the Woy- 
‘ ivi.oinb. Captain I.jiOO of the Nevvcahle to be c,itb*iert’d front his 
‘ M ajeliy’s fei'vice, ami Captain BRKRJi rON of the Cuinberlaiid 
‘ to tofe one yeat^s rank as a poll-captain. 

‘ Admiral Pococic having repaired the mofl maK'rial damages 
*• ttf bis lliips, put to fea May 1 with an intent to gel up to 
‘ Port St David’s, but was not able to eOect it. He got light of 
‘ I’ondicberry the ;i<)th, and the next morning the French Iqxui- 
‘ dron, which had been there ever lince the 5th, Hood out of the 
‘ road, «and gut away, not with il.mding the Admlrars utmofl en- 
*■ deavoiTS to come up witli them. On, the tjth of dune, upon 

* receiving 
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‘ ri'ct’jvlnp; ,in that Fort St David’s had liirrondcrcd t(» 

*■ the French, lie jud'',ed it priulcnt to return immediately to Ma- 

* driivS, to refreOi his iijiiadron. 

‘ I'he x^diniral failed aiydti, July 2.>th, iii quell of ihc enemy j 
‘ and on th<5 2Tth, in the cveuin.;^, qot within three leagues of 

* Poudiclierry road, where lie perceived their fjuadron at an- 
‘ chor, ctmlillijig of H fail of tlie line‘, and a frigate. They got 
‘ under lail the next morning, and Ih'od to ih.e fouthward. Tlie 

* Admiral m ide tito llenal to chale, aiul endeavoured to weather 
the*m, as the likeliefl uK'aus of hriiigiug- lliein to a*tlioa 

‘ which, liow'evcr, ho was not ahle to accomplilh till Auguft 3d, 
*■ when, taking advantage' of the fca-hreeze, he got the wcather- 
‘ gage, and Ijrought on the engag<,“tneut about one o’clock, 
‘ Metniicur D’ Acuk let his forcfail, and bore away in abotit 
‘ to minutes, his fijuadron feJlowing his examine, and continu- 

* ing a niiniing light, in i\ very inegLiUir line, till o’clock. 
‘ "1 he Adminvl then made the lignal for a general chafe ; upon 
‘ which the French cul away their boats, and made all the fail 
' th(:y could. • He purfuc'd them till it was dark, svlieii they e- 
‘ leaped, by outfailiug him, and got into Pondicherry road. The 

* Admiral anchored the fatne evening off Carrical, a French I'et- 
' tlemcnt. ’ 

lirltilh lofs on this occalion 3 1 killed, 1 1 0 wounded. French 
lols, fays the Adinirars account, J J-0 killed and wounded. 


D£SttitlP- 



1.3 f, 


AV'PENDIX to PAR'l’ 1. 


DE.SCRIPTION' OF ADMIRAL SIR GEORGE POCOCK’s EN- 
GAGEMENT WITH TUE FRENCH FLEET COMMANDED BV 
MONSIEUR d’ ache, K.\ST INDIES, OFF FORT ST DA- 
VId's, ‘2JUTI APRIL 17 3S. 

Itoih the foregoing lettei's, nltlioiigh we liave not bepn inform- 
ed cither of' ihc particular dirciSllon of* the wind at the time, or c- 
veil upon what lack tlio two fleets were tiuring tliis cngagehieat, 
yet, from ihefc letters, circumdanccs are 1>> far exjdaineil, that 
there can be no doubt of forming a dcl'crintion, which, in all o- 
ther refpoCls, will be liiHicicutly fatisfaOVory. 

(I’ble XXVI I, fig. i.) F, The French fijuadron formed in 
line I'f battle to leeward, upon the ftarho.ird tack, as it is fup- 
pofod ; for it wa.s flaiiding off from the land, with the wind in, 
'.ho welfern quarter. 

.B, Admiral Sir Or.ouoE Pocock's Iquadron; each ihip come 
tu her ilation, and ftirrned in line of battle, thought to be about 
random iliot dilbance to windward, 

« 

(Plate XXVlI. Fig, 1’.) F, The Zodiaque, on board which (hip 
.Monliciir O’ AciiE, tlie Frencli Admiral, wore a'coniette. 

A, 'I'he liritiih Admiral in fche Yarmouth bearing down upon 
the Zodiaejne, but making lignals to the lhi[>s C C C aflern, 
liie Cumberland, tlie Newcaffle, and the Weymouth ; the cap- 
tains of ihefc veifels, .v.s it appeared, not having bore away to- 
gether and at the fame time with the Yarmouth, and the other 

Ihips 
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Ihips m tlio van B. The enemy all the while k<.pt fning iipnn 
the rhltilli llect during their coni fe in coming down ; nor did 
Sir Gi-okce Poccjok, the Rritini Admiral, make the lignal to 
engage till he was within Jialf mulket-lhot of the Xodiaqiic, as 
at F, ahotit*threc o’clock in the alternoon. 

Neither the thips 1) in the rear, nor the ihips in the van M, 
were yet come t«) ih.eir llations, that is, at lighting dilVanoe. 

Fig. ;J. B, The Admiral, in the Yarmouth, anived at a lla 
tion^ within half mulket-lhot of the Zodiaqiie F j btit, percciv- 
ing that all his other Ihips had not even yet got Inlliciently 
dole in with tire enemy. In- made ligiud for a clofir engagement, 
which was immediately complied with by the Ihips ol the van, 
as at f I. 


I’laie XXVil. fig. 4. The Admiral, in the Yarmouth B, oh- 
ferving that the ihips in the rear of the I'Vench line had drawtj 
dole up, as at G, with a view to fnpport their Admiral in the 
/odiaipie F, Jie made the lignals of the Cumberland, Newcadle, 
and Weymouth, 1>, to make fail up and engage, that is, to fup- 
port him in his ihip the Yarmouth. 

Plate XXVn. fig. .7. B, the 'Yarmouth. Sir Georgf. does 
not fay that the Ihips D in his rear complied with this lall fignal, 
but he fays that Monfieur D’ AqiiE, in the Zodiaipic, immediare- 
ly broke his line, ami put before the wind, as at F V ; I'liut. his le- 
cond aftern, who had kept upon the Yarmouth’s quarter the \vhole 
of the fore i^art of the engagement, afterrvards came up alcugikl*-, 

• uavt" 
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gave his lire, and then bore away in like manner, as at G. Im- 
mediately after this laft, the two remaining Ihips H in tire rear 
made lail, came np, and poured in their lire, referved Yor the 
purpol'e (of difabling ihe Yarmoutli), and in fuccellion bore’awa'V' 
alfo. Lall of all, the Ihips in the van I, tcaking e^r&niple front 
the ZtKliaque and the ihips in the rear, quitted the Kne alfo, and 
put before the wind ; and leaving the Brililh van, wbicli by this 
time were difabled from following them, they foon rejoined their 
centre and rear, when altogether forming a new' line of battle 
four miles to leeward, as at K K, they were agairt prepared to 
give the Britilh Iquadron a reception, llrould they have the lead 
inclination to make a lecond attack. 


observations on admiral sir OEOROE pocock’s en . 

OACJEMENT OF the ‘JOtH APRIL 1758, 

4 

Sir George has not been particular in giving u» the politivo 
iiluation of his lliip the Yarmouth When he bore away to attack 
the Zodlaque. Suppofing him to have been right to windward, 
and, in bearing down to attain a ftation at B, Plate XXVIH. fig. 
(>., abreaft, and at half mulket-fliot from the Zodiaque, had he 
alfunicd the lafking. courfe, lb as to have ibrmed the line of inter- 
ieclioa A A, as in fig. (>., his ll»ip.s, in going down, by luScring 
greatly, muft have been crippled, Confidering likewiie, that 
the enemy, by running under topfails, muft have been getting 
much ahcatl, ire therefore would have , had the greater di^culty 

. ' . ift: 






app:£ndix to part i. 


137 


in getting the (hips in his rear up into atlion, as has already" 
been explained by former examples, of- Admiral Byno, Admiral 
BvitOW* 

^ 4 

Plate JtXVItt. Fig. 7. Again, had he been aftem of the ene- 
my,"'^ at*' A, Fig. 7., when he Cet out on this courfe, flill the 
' difiieuity of g^ng the fhips in the rear brought up would have 
beci> ingreafed. 

* The attack, it feems, was not made according to this lalking 
form* Sir CiLoxoi: has i^d, ho br»rc down upon the /iodiaque, 
by which exprcllion, and by what followed, it Aiuft be tmdei-- 
Rood that it was his intention not. only to fteer his own ihip 
w'ith her head fteadily directed upon the Zodiaque, but that his 
other fhips, in the (ame manner, Ihould be fteered each with her 
head ftearUIy directed upon, her particular opponent. 

In the profecutio’n of, which intention, and while the enemy 
had way ahead, at the rate, perhaps, of two miles and a half, per 
hour, the Yarmouth and every other fliip of the fquadron, of 
neceflity, muft have alTumed a courfe forming each of them a 
curve, as reprefented In Plate XXVIII, Fig. 8. j vdiich courfe, in 
mathchnatical dUquifitions, been termed the line or cuivo 
of purfuit. • 

‘11x0 very,fpf«ipu» ‘and favourable aipe«A of this kind of at~ 
aUeii^jt tj ^^Ib foon after that of die unfortunate Admiial 
BXNO, And ’Iwdidering alfo the cafe of the officers who com- 

X niandcd 
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manded tlie iTups in the rear, who were diigraced on this occa- 
•fion, will make the dilcuffion thereof under a particular head by 
itfelf the more necefliiry. 


OFTHECURVEOFPURStJIT, 

By the curve or line of purfuit is underftood that curve de- 
feribed in the water by one (hip in purfuit of another, when the 
fhip in purfuit from the windward, in bearing down, fhall ftoer - 
Iter head continually direficd upon the fhip purfued. 

Plate XXVIII. Fig. 8. Let F reprefent the fliip purfued, to 
leeward, having motion ahead in the line F G, as required for 
good ftecrage. Let B be the diip in purfuit, two and a half miles 
right to windward j which diilance being exprei&d by tlie per- 
pendicular B F, let it be called the line of diflance, or the line of 
common departure. And F*s motion through the line of courfe 
F G, fupprde it at the rate of two and a half miles per hour, 
let it be expreffed by the Figures 4> «, i 2, ’ in the line F G j and 
the velocity, of B required to ovextake F, mull be greater than 
the velocity of F. 


THEOREM. 

‘I'o difeover what fpace the Blip F muft run ‘through in tlie 
iine F G, before B, in defenbin^ the curve of purfuit* can over* 
‘ ' . take 
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take F ; iay, as the difiereiicc of the (ejuares of the velocities aC- 
fuined is to the product of the velocities, fo is B F, the hue of 
common departure, to the Ipace F O tliat the flnp purfued mult 
run through before flic can be overtaken. Thus, when the ve- 
lociues aflumed fliall be as 5 to 3 ; — Say, as l C, the diflercnce of 
the iquares of thele numbei'S, is to 1 5, the produ«£t of thefc nuiii- 
hers, lb ia 1 6 (of any quantity, furlongs, for example,) the diftauce 
of B light to windward at the beginning of the coiirfe, to i 5 
furlongs, the Ipace required for F to run before (he can be over- 
calceu. 


THE CURVE OF PURSUIT CONSTRUCTED MECHANICALLY. 

Plate XXVIII. Fig. 9. .‘The line of common departure, F B, 
fuppollng it peipendicular to the line of courfc F G : Let any pro- 
portion, 5 to 3, be aflumed ; That while the {hip F moves in the 
line of courle F G through the flrfl: (pace No. l., flippole it thi*cc 
yards, the Ihip B from the windward, by ftccring a courfe con- 
tinually dire^ed upon him, ihall in the lame time move dirough 
the {pace No. l. in the curve of purfuit, at the rate of 5 yards ; 
and, while F {hall move through the {pace i 2,* w fecond divi- 
flon in the line of courle, diat B in the fame time ihall have run 
through die correfponding {pace 1* 2 in die curve, lieing other 
5 yards, and fo on continually, protraAing each their feparatc 
couries, in the proportion as 5 to 3, until they Ihall come in con- 
or dole along-flde of each other, that is, until the lines of 

X 2 * their 
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iheLr lt;^ Cl al comics ihall meet in a -point, as at G. Draw the 
lines j 1 , 2 *2, and J, See. and they nearly repr 'I^tit the 

curve of purfuit. 


or Till. APPIICATION OF THE CURVE OF t‘URSU;T IN 
SIR OEOROE POCOCK’s ENOAOEMENT. * 


That Sir Oeoroe interufe^i to rnake liis attack in ibme fuch 
i liliion, and th'af he attempted it with Iris o^il Ihip, the Yar- 
mouth, there ci^ be no doubt.; but not having cooununicatod 
his intention, or' given it out in oftters, or by ioftru^Iion, to the 
commanders of his other ihips, k is not furpiiililg that this* mode 
of attack, in the executkm, did not come up to his expeftation. 


Plate XXIX-^ lO. After much pnmous practice of the 
manoeuvre, had, Sir IGeoroe given inftruAion that each Ihip, 
in bearing down, fh^tuld fteer with her head continually dirc^ed * 
upon her partic^ar oj^porient in die enemy’s line, then each of 
hib Ihips, P, Q, R, with equal yeldcity aflumed;, WOidd, along 
with B, the YaQ?mouth, hacye nui down l^ces, ^ch in their fb- 
vcral fimilar curves, equal to the dlvhions ^ ‘t, marked as 

velocities at the mte of 5, in the particular, curve defciibed by the 
Yarmouth, and ill the fame time in which the with her 

afllxidtcs, would have moved through corrc^^|K>iidiqg tUvi- 
hons 1 , 2, li, 4y marked as velocities at the rate qf |he line 

' of 
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1 .f couife F G } B, the Brllith Admit al, with his tht’ee fhips 

aftern, wjiett ^Burpived at the line C D, a ftation of figittiiig dil- 
i.vnto * whSdli tttjts the cuive in the point numbered lo, (if 
the cncmjr tfad not gene off), could alfo have continued hK 
courfc until his thip the Yarmouth, as well as every othep Ihtp of 
Ills fqttadron, might havO come into contact, or clpfe aloqg-fid^ 
each of her particular oppbnent } that is, the Yarmouth in ^n- 
ts&. with the Zodiaque at G, and the tliree fhips in the near of 
the Yarmouth, with the three correfponding fhips in the rear and 
aftern of the Zodiaque. 

It ib to be obfervod, however, that the Admiral, B- lifrlien ar~ 
. rived at the jioint marked lO in the curve, as fortneriy remark- 
ed, within fighting diftance, far fitom having got abreaft of the 
Zodiaque> by this tiu\e arrived at the correlpondcut point tO in 
its line of courfe, has got Hltlo farther ''abteaft H, tlve 
third lliip aftern of the Zodiaque ; and die three fhips D, in Sir 
CiroROE*s rear, at diis time, are left aftern of the enemy’s whole 
Jlc<. t. 

The Yarmouth never was in this particular fitualion at any 
time of tile engagement. For, however Well Sir Gforoe’s three 
Ihips aftern might have proferved their courfe, each in their 
pioper curvc,i according to inflntiftions, or according to the di- 
rection. of ditcir ftcerage with wk^ch they might fet out in the 

beginning 

^ i^SraJVil to “V dw enemy’s IVae of courfe, aliput 400 yardb dif- 

iotoedtticii^ juftol-lliot, or half mofk«fc^<hot. By Mr Bvng’s on- 
gagemont Kia$ appear that hta ynii vraa diftance , as miilLeN 

io apy of die fjbfpijrou 
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beginning of the purfuit, it is cvidciit that Sir Oeoroe had not 
kept his intended curve : For, hatl he prefetved his Cv>U|fe ih his 
proper curve, he would infallibly have been at the point number 
lO in the curve of purfuit, when the Zodiaque got to her 
correl'pondent point number i o in the line of courib F G. 

From this fituation at the point 1 o in the curve of purfuit) he 
mull have pafled along, and fuftained tlic fire of the whole Chips, 
in the enemy’s rear, before he could have attained a* Ration at 
A, abreafi, and at half mufkct.>(hot didance from the Ziodiaque» 
That he never was in the fituation at the point lO in the curve 
c.f purfuit, defcribexl, and did not pafe along the caiemy^s rear, 
and receive their fire, may ho prefumed) fince he has not told us ; • 
but he has told us, that h^ did not give the fignal to engage (that 
is, to begin firing) till he was vrithin half muCket-Chot of the /av 
dtaqiic, by which muft be utiderftood a dariem fbmewhcrc at A 
nearly abroad of the Zodiaque. '• 

In which cafe, however much Sir George, in the beginning, 
'night have wiClicd to keep his courfe according to the cun^e of 
purfuit, yet, from farther coniideration afterward, and while 
running down, fbtcfcoing tlvo conlequences, he for c^ain made 
I cC'.ange, and had given tiis courfe the laCking form, as M N, 
in ortler that might attain Ihis dation at A, abread of the Zo~ 
tliaipie, at half mufket-lhot didance, wliich he faid he did. 

This change from the fird intention in the Yarmouth’s courCe 
was not a thing of that kind which cemtd, in one indant, be. 
f omprehended by a fignal ; and, if it was not in one indant 
v omprehended, and put in execution by the Chips in the rear, of 
ticcellity they were to bo left ccmUdombly adem* 


But 
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Bi 4 this re^p^iiig, jUl Oiq while, is founded n|ipn thp fqpppn. 
tion, that each !%> of the fqqadpon, by her courfe and her ve- 
locity aEiimech had or could, without previous pra<^ce, have 
prefcryed her ftation in the curve of purfuit, ihould it even have 
been aljott^tr to her by the Admiral, which will npt bp admitted. 
For in fuch cafe, each fhip In fucceflion, of ncceflity tj^ng the 
rule for her velocity from the fhip immediately ah^d, would 
imperceptibly and unavoidably get into her as ,a leader^ and" 
by that means the Ihips io die rear, one after another, wpuld fatt 
moro and more afteni, frpm the very beginning of tlie courfp, 
in form as at P. 

Plate XXiX* fig. 1 1 . Die ciirvn of putfiiit begjun ftom a 
diftance aftem, with the velocities 5 to 3 ajlTumed as before; 
and if this dift^ce F I fhall be equal to the diftance to wind- 
ward I B, the Refolution wUI ft^d thus — d^erence tf 
tbefquares of the •oelocities is to double the product of the veloci- 
iies^ fo is the difiiince to'-windmard f By IC furlongs to 30 fur^ 
lottgSy the ^nee ^hich. the fdp purfued mtjl run tbrotfgby before 
Jhe can be overtaken ; in which cafe, the fhips in the roar mak- 
ing the attack, when arrived at a ftatipn of fighting diftance, die 
line D M, parallel to F G, the courfe of the eneiny’s line of 
batde, wiU .bp- left at a double ddl^hce. aftein, as* appears firom 
the figu^ 

I^te XiX. %. 12. Again, fiippole the courfe of B to be be- 
jfpin from right windward^ and tliat the velocities lhall be as 4 
to 5 J (a double pjoportion) ; fay, as the difTerenceof the fquares of 
the yclocitips 12, is to the product of the velocities 8 , lb is the dif. 

fance 
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tance to windward B F, i2-4th8 of a mile to 8-4th8 of a mile, 
the fpace which the Ihip purfued has to run before can be 
overtaken ; and fuppofing Tj M, the parallel line of fighting- 
diftance, to be 440 yards as before, tire Ihips in the rear, in ap- 
proaching this ftation, will ftill be left aftern about 400 or 500 
> ards. 

From all which it may be concluded, that, whatever fliall be 
the proportion and rate of the velocities jiflumed, or how much 
foever lhall be the previous practice, the mode of attack, by this 
curve of purfuit, will in no way be found preferable tb the 

mode in the hiking form j but will be found fo much the worft 

* - * ^ 

of the two, as it will be more difficult in chQ exccutiou, and the, 
Ihips in the rear will be left the faithcr allem j and in general 
it is evident, that the curve of purfuit, though a ciirve well adapr- 
ed to bring one ll\ip into tlie wake of anotlicr. Is not at all fuited 
for bringing one Ihip abreaft .of « another, and within a given 
diilancc. 

With refped: to general obfervations, they are the fame as have 
formerly been introduced. By the nature of the' attack, equally 
.IS in the engagements of Mr Byng and JVIr Byron, the head- 
moil flnps muft have approached the enemy, before it was pof> 
fiblc for the Bupa in the rear ,to get into fighting diilancc. By 
the nature of diis aj'proach, the van and centre were difablcd, 
before they could get into a pofition from whence, by retalia- 
tion, they could annoy the enemy. By the addrefs of the ene- 
my, as in Admiral Byron’s engagement, the rears of neither 
fquadron had got into action. Though the Admiral, like Sir 
Ci£OROE Rounev, in his engagement ojJT the Pea^^ Rock, had 

the 
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the merit. of great pcrfonal courage, yet die attack, as put in exe- 
cution by his Ihip the Yannciith, being nearly the J'umc as that 
of the Sandwich, of courfe was attended witli the like want of 
cfledt. 

On the* part • )f the enemy in this engagement, and fiinilar to 
every one of thd other five of this clafs deferibed, the Admiral, 
IVlonf D’ Ache in the /iodiaque, fo fbon as he felt himfblf ex- 
pofed to the Britifli fire, quitted the line, and withdrew from 
battle, leaving his fecond and other Ihips aflcrn, not only as a 
covfi* to keep up a good countenance, and to amufe Sir CtEorok 
P ococK, blit, each thip after another, throwing in their fire upon 
the Yarmouth in paffing, by particular intlrutlion,. bore away in 
fucceflion, to form a new^ line to leeward. 

Admiral Sir Georoe Pococic’s fccoiid engagement, of the 
id of Auguft 1758, being ft) much alike with that of tlic yculi of. 
.Ypril, no new defcriptioii will be ncccffary. 


END or PART t. 
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INTRODUCTION. . 

■ 

] N the firfl: part of this work, it has been cftabliHied, upon tlie 
cloareft conviction, that tlie intention of our enemy, the 
French, in their mode yi^f encountering our fleets, has con- 
Rantly l^^en to difable the tigging, and, if pofliblc, to avoid 
tile bringing their’ fhii>s to a clofc engagement. It his l>ccn 
Jhown, nc) Icls clearly, that un Admiral, commanding an oppo- 
nent fleet, and being in piirfuit anywhere from the vi’indword 
cjuarter, may have it in his power to bring the enemy either to • 
give him battle on ctpial terms, and in a clofe engagement, oi 
otherNvife to force liim to abandoti a number ol‘ his fliips, let him 
be as Ihy, ati artful, and cautious as he will. In this fecond part, 
after the fame manner, we Avail endeavour to demonflrate the 
praCiicahility. of forcing alfis an attack upon fuch an enemy, and 
with equal fuccefs, fnim the leeward quarter. And as> in tlie 
frrft part it has been proved, that the fleet to windward, by mak- 
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ing the attack, will, by this, have attained a fuperiority ovef the 
licet endeavouring to avoid the attack ; lb, there can be little doubt 
it will Iw found, that a fleet, by making the attack Yrom the lee- 
ward, niuft alfo attain an advantage over an enemy, who is de- 
lirous of avoiding tlie attack by making olF to widdward. * 


• Great part of this fubjeft, the attack from the leeward, having been exe- 
cuted almoll twenty-fix years ago, and imme«ltately after tlie 27th July 1778, al- 
ready a part thereof has been introduced in illiifiration of the a^'tion of ftiat day. 
— Part I. Obfervations, Kcpphl's Engagement, page 103. 
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The ATTACK of FLEETS from the LEEWARD. 


DExMONSTRATIONS. 


SECTION I. 

OF FLEETS WOP^KINO TO WINDWARD. 

T he following domonftrations, upon the working of fleeu 
to windward, although perfeilly known to all ieamen, yet 
as they may afford fome information to others not conver- 
fant on tliat ful>jc£lr, it is hoped they will not here be thought 
fuperfluous. 

I. (Plate 1.' fig. 1.) Let us fuppofc a fleet of ten, twenty, or 
more fliips to windward, as at F (Plate I. fig i.), endeavouring 
to avoid iHjing brought to an engagement j and another fleet of ah 
equal number of ihips fome leagues tp leeward, as at A, ardent- 
ly defirous of getting up wntli F, and bringing him to an engage- 
ment : 
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inent ; If every ihip of the fleet F, to windward, fhall be found 
to fiiil equally well with every individual fhip of the fleet A to 
leeward, then, unlel’s fonic cliange of the wind or fome accident 
lhall lake place, each fleet, in turning to windward, having uni- 
formly kept their .boards proportional, the dillance between the- 
two fleets will coniinually remain the lame as at llrfl fetting 
and the fleet A to leeward will never be able to get w'iihijt 
reach of his antagonifl F : That is, the board A, to be, made by 
the fleet A, making the fame angle with the perpendicular line 
W \V (the line of the win<l), as t.he hoard F G to be made by 
the enemy F ; and as it will be performed in the fame time and 
with the fan\e fpeed, the diftancij between the two fleets, 
when they tliall have jurived at the points B and G, will be the 
fame as Avhen they w ere at the two points A ajid F, the places 
wlu'ro they let oIK 

• \ 

Again, fuppol'mg botli fleets (hall tack at the fame time, and get 
iiyr-on a flarhoard courfe, B C and G H’, thexr the two fleets, 
when they lhall have arrived rcfpedlivcly at the points C and 
M, the diilance between diem will Hill remain proportionally the 
i.une as at full fetting off; and the fleet A will ne\'er be able to 
get up with, or reach, the fleet Ig his antagoixift. 

But if the wind, during the courfe of u few dxfys, fliould make 
fomc change, an.d if Ibiiie rigging fhould be carried away by an 
overprefs of fail, which arc accidents not to be prevented for, 
any confiderable time with fleets fuppofed to be engaged in a, 
flrugglc of this kind; it is evident that fucli accidents will l>e oF, 
• more 
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more dangerous conlcquence to tlie fleet endeavouring to get off 
lo windward, than to the fleet in purfuit from the leeward. A^, 
for example ; 

Let us £iippofb the enemy’s Iqnadron in its progreis to wind- 
ward from H to F (Hate I. fig. S.) ; that one of their Ihips, ‘from 
being crippled, had fallen to leeward, as at the point G ; is it not 
evident that fhc mufl: be cut off by the very next board, wdiicli 
part of the Iquadron A (hall ntake, as at C ; or otherwife, that 
the fqiiadron F, upon bearing away, or fhortening fail, as at H, to 
proteik this crippled fhip, by falling within the reach of the fc[ua- 
dron A in purfuit, muft immediately be forced to come to a^Iion I 
Whereas, on the other haud^ fliould any fhip of the fijuadron A 
eome to be crippled, and fall to leeward, as at B, die will Hill con- 
tinue to be under the protection of the Iquadron A, and will not 

thereby be expofed to the fleet of the enemy. 

/ 

Again, upon a fuppofition that the wind may change in the 
courfe of a few dftys, the following demonllrations will lliow, 
that a wind from few other points of the compafs will make a 
change unfavourable for the fijuadron to leeward. 

Let US fuppole two fhips, the one fcver.tl miles to windward at 
F (Plate II. fif^. S.), endeavouring to get oft*, and the other in pur- 
fuit from the leeward at A j and let the wind be at weft at W. 

» 

To fhow the effeCt of changes of wind upon thclc two ihips, 
-let this change be from weft tt) north, ’at N N, in one inftant ; then 

the 
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the Ihip A, whicti w.is ieveral miles to Icewavtl when the wind 
was at weft apparently, will lye up with her courfe towards M, 
to windward of the Ihip F, now that the wind l\as got HlK>ut 
to north, and evidently will have a courfe fo much farther to 
windward (v/V/tf H G), though the diftance betwQcn the two 
ftiips A and F may letnain nearly the lame. 

Again, let A and F (Plate 11. fig. 4.) be tivo fleets ; and let the 
wind, in pafting from weft to north, have changed lb gradnally, that 
each fleet has had fuflicient time to lye I'p and keep to the wind 
with the whole f>f their relpcClive flupj>, CKtended in line of battle 
ahead, mutually as the wind ftiali Ihift : ^'et, ftill in this cafe, the 
fleet A, which was 7 miles to leeward when the wind was weft, 
will now have got to wifidwat^l, the wind having come fully 
Ihifted to the north, as may be lecn by courfe laft of F, at the line 
H I, and courlb laft of A, at the line C F). 

\ 

For, if the fleet A can lye up to the wind two points at the 
fladoh A, it will be able to lye two points up at the ftation P, 
when the wind lhall have changctl tw^o points, anti will do the 
lame at Q, and the fame at the flation R, and alfo at S, when 
the wind has got full to the noilh, 

• • 

In like m tnner, by the fleet F keeping tlie wind two points at 
the fimilor ftatlons, and at the fame rate of motion on the dif- 
ferent and equal boards } the Obvo fleets, when the wind fhall 
liavc got to the north, will ftill be'at the fame ctlftance from ore 

another 
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onoth^ as b^bro ; T>ut the fleet A, which was to leeward, will 
now have got far to the windward. 

Fig. 4. Again, upon a fuppofition that the wind, in pafling from 
wcH to has changed in like nuinner, to gradually, that each 

fleet Ihall have had time to lye up, as per lines M and T TJ, 
then^the fleet M, when die wind fhalh'have come to the Ibuth, 
and the Ihip Z, \viU be found as far to the windward of the fhip 
17, as when the wind came round by the northern quarter. 

• 

From all whith it may be conceived, tlmt the leeward fleet irr 
puri'uity by a fleacly pcrfeverance, will Ibine way or other at lail 
get up and force au attack upon the enemy going off, either 

by getdng- to windward of him, or by fetching ibme part of his 
fleet from the leeward ; and as this mud be ac conipJhheti either 
while the opponent fleets lhall be running upon the lame tack, 
or when they lhall be brought to pafs each other on coutnuy 
tacks, die Attack of Fleets from the leeward quarter will natu- 
rally divide Jtlclf into two Ibpavate calcs ; and let the one be cal- 
k'd, the Simple Attack, the odier die C^rufs Attack. 

By die Siini»le Attack, let it bo undcrllo««l u» be tint cafe, 
when thO fleet A to leeward flilill be able to fl'tth fome patt of 
the enemy to .windward, and on the fame tack (as per Fig 
plate III.) ^ 

i 

» ♦ 

By the Crols Attack, let it be underllood to be that cafe, 
wherd the opp^ment fleets IhaU be 'brought to pals one 

another on contrary taeks, as A and F (Fig. 6. plate III.) ^ 

Z ' 
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SIMPLE ATTACK. 


SECTION IL 

A 

I Til re{pe£t to the firft of thetc^ the Simple Attack,* few esc* 
ampk's can be produced ; for the French commanders, upon 
an apprehenfion of the iitialleft liik of being overtaken from 
the leeward, have hitherto fohnd means to throw the fleets nn- 
dor their command on the oppolite tack to that of the fleet in 
purfuit \ 

But \/hethcT, this Ihall have ariffcn flrom the enemy’s anxiety 
of avoiding a Ihock, or from a natural confeqnence attendant on 
the neccllkry movements of two fleets on flich occafions, cer* 
tain it is tliat the meeting, oi rencounter of adverfe fleets, upon 
<.ppolite tacks, have been more frecjucnt than the rencounter of 
fleets on tlie fliinc tack j and of which meeting, on oppoflte tacks, 
thirc arc four examples before us: That of the 27th July 

others of the 1 5th and ilMh'May J780; and, lailly, that of 
the ivith Apiil 1732. 

Which lafl, the i ‘ith of Apiil, tlijough perfc^ly decilive in the 
end, was in the beginning of the battic lb far alike, and of the 

*' ' ’ flune 

* A'hintal Arbuthnot oil the Clicfi peak, ^ 
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{ame nature with the three firfl, diat the aclverfc fleets having 
met, and the leading (hips of the enemy haA'ing gained tlic wind, 
(as in fig. 7. plate the two fleets ranged paft each other in 

oppofite direflions, each fhip giving and receiving their mutual 
fire until *the line of battle of the one fleet was completely ex- 
tended abresdl of the other, (as per fig. 8, plate III.) j that is, 
when B, the van of the one, had got abreafl; of G, the rear of the 
other rnutually. Of thefc feveral adlions, the three firft already 
have, in fame mcafuro, been delcril>ed. With refjiedl: to the 
ft^nrth, the 12th of April, the attention it requires is fiich, it woidd 
be improper to bring it into view until the whole fubjcdl on tlic 
attack from the -leeward (hall be completely dilcufled. In the 
mean while, by way of introdudHon to this dcfign, it will bo ne~ 
K c Ifiry to look back and recapitulate a few of the remarks formerly 
introdcccd, (Part I. p. HKi, beginning No. lO.) 


Z 2 
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REC API 1 Uf A nON OP A FEW OF TIIK REMARKS ON TIIK 
PAm L OFI USUANT, OF THE 27 PH JULY 17*7«. 

X. I T US fuppofi.* two advcrie flectj. in contention to get to wintl- 
w.iiil the one of the other; and, by dlut of /ailing, or by a 
change of t\ind, duit the leatling lliips of the enemy K (fig. o. 
plate 111.) fhall ha\o gained the wind of the fleet A ; it feeuib 
evident, if the A'an, or any part of the leeward fleet A, tvas to ^cou- 
liniie the line of. their firil coarfe A B, and were not all to bear 
aAvay, as per cour/e C ('. (fig. J<>, plate IV.), that, witft great ad- 
advaiitagc, the enemy’s line of battle might be cut in twain (as at 
O, llg. ij. plate tv.), and have thereby their rear H Separated 
fwnn their van V (as per /aid fig. II.) Again, by fuch an attempt, 
the courfe of all the enemy’s fhijw, aftern of this attack, would 
thereby be fb far flopped, or retarded, that a clofe engagement 
with the enemy's whole line mtifl be the coi^fcquence j or othcr« 
Avile their rear Cr, ol' neceffity, mufl be abandoned by the van F, 
(as per fig, 12. plate IV.) 

“ Perhaps it may be /aid, that rite ri/k or danger of an attack 
of this kind might be greater tlian the advantage pisopof^. To 
which it is anfwered ; As foon aS j&vor we fhall have the /pint 
and fleadinefs to make the cxpeninr)ent, convidUon wUl fbllo^r, 
that the rlfk and damage to /hipping making the attempt will he 

found to be le/s than in any other mode of aUack , 

/■ 

» * 
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Again, updA' taking the ftibjc(5l in another view, fuppolo, 
for example, that two, tluce, or more ihips (hg. 13. plate IV.) 
are palling each other in oppolite tacks, at the rate of five niiJcs 
per hour; then will the velocity of the tranfit iKt equal to ten 
miles per h6ur j or, which is the Hutic thing, let u$ fuppofe, for 
the lake of demonftration, the one fleet at refl, and the . other in 
motion, at the rate of ten miles per hour; then each fltip of the 
lqiiadroh,in motion will, pafs through Stso feet in one minttte of 
time- , ■ 

* 

“ According to which, then, each Ihip of the Iquadron A will 
pafs e.ach fltip of the enemy F, wltli the interval between lliips 
included, in one mtiiute ; that is, Ihcw^Ul make a tranfit of 880 
feet, or 3pO yai'ds (the general allowance of fpace for lliips drawn, 
up in line of battle) ;/» tmNute. 

^ Therefore, if the t\yo fleew did psUs one another on tlie 1 8th 
of July. 1778, at the rate of Jmiles per hour, and if it were 
polfible that the loading of a fliip’s guns could be repeated once 
every minute erf time, ftUl each Britidt Ihip could be expofed to 
the fire of each Frericli, Ihip during the fpace of one quarter of a 
minute duly ; that is, while the two thips w'ere in^ direct oppofi- 
tion j and ds there were 26 thips of die enemy, each thip, on 
the whole; cduld be expofed to a cannpnade of fix minutes only- 
[ Add if the.ifle^td Iwd pafled eacK ‘other at the rate of two miles 
land d half per hour (a motion abfolu^y necefiary to make a ihip 
raniVver the ..rudder well), eaxrfi ihip couljd .then be expoi^ to a fire 
of Id ro.»hutes,4dration. ” 


By 
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By filch Inveftigation only can it be explained, ho,w two ad- 
vcrle fleets, amounting to 30 fhips of the line each, carrying 
above 36,000 men, after having been brought in oppofition of 
battle, and mutually fuftaining a furious cannonade from above 
4000 guns, beiidcs mufquctry ; how, I lay, they have been brought 
to be feparated again witliout effect, without the fmalleft appiu*ent 
decifion ; that is, without the lofs of a Ihip on either fide, and 
foinetimes with fcarcely the lofs of a man, though the rencounter 
has often been laid to have been within piftol-lhot. 

From all which it tnuft be concluded, that the inoft artful ma- 
nagciucnt of lails, the clolell ajiproxiination, or the moft linritcd 
cannonade, will avail nothing under Uich circumftances ; and that 
it is in vain to hope that ever any thing material can be efiefletl 
againll an enemy’s fleet keeping to \vindwai*d, pafling on contrary 
tacks, and dellrous to go unlefs his line of battle can be cut 
in iwa:!!, or ibmo fneh otli^ Hop can be deviled, as has already 
been ddciibfx]. 
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CROSS ATTACK. 


SECTION III. 

MODE OF ATTACK FROM THE LEEWARD ILLUSTRATED. 

X-rET US fuppofe two fleets, tlie one to windward, endeavour- 
ing to make ofF as at F (fig. 14 >. plate IV,), and the other to lee- 
ward, having fufficient defire to get up with him as at A. Wc 
liope it will be granted, that A, the fleet in purl'uit from the lee- 
ward, within the courfc of a few days, may be able to get up 
with, and bring the otlier, his enemy F, to fbme rencounter. Or, 
otherwife, that F, the fleet to windwai*d, may have tlie utmoll 
difficulty to make his cfcape with lois whole line entire. Allb, 
that this rencounter, as it hitlierto has been, may continue to be 
inoft frequently on an oppofite tack. 

• 

Again, let us llippole that the enemy F (fig. i l-. plate IV.), 
from the defire of getting Off, will have exerted his whole art of 
fcamanlhip to enable him to ayoid the attack, it tbllow'S, that the 
fleet A in purfuit, though not able to fetch the van of the enemy 
now far got to windward, as at F, miay ftill be able to fetcli a 
part of his rear, as at G (fig. 1 3 . plate V.) ; and as this may be 
conceived to take place witli his headmoll ihips in die firrt in- 

ilance. 
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ftuiice, we will, for that realbn, begin with thefe elcamples, when 
this manoeuvre, of cutting an enemy’s line with the greateft pro- 
ptiety, can be put in execution by the leading ihips of the iqua* 
dron in purfuit. 


TTriii y 


tXAMri-JLS or CUTTING AN ENEMy’s EINE OF BATTLE BY 

THE HEADMOST SHIPS OF THE SQUADRON IN PURSUIT 

FROM THE LEEWARD. 

1. W HEN the leading fhips have fetched the rear of the 
enemy, fuppofe the three ftcrnrnoft fliips. 

2. Wh<?h tlie leading Ihips have fetched the centre of the 
enemy’s line. 

• 

3. When the leading ^Ihips iliall have fetched the fourth or 
fifth Ihip, and fliall cut off the van from the centre and rear of 
tlic cuemy’s line. 


I. WHEN TH^ leading SHIPS SHAI,!. HAVE FETCHED THE 
REAR or THE ENEMy’s LINE, SUPPOSE THE THREE 
STERNM03T SHIPS. 

I-»rT it be fuppofed, in the courfe of ibitte fortunate trip in 
working to windward, that any niiinbor (fay three or four) of 
tlie headmoft diips of A have had it in their power to ibtcli an 
equal number of fliips of the enemy f (as iU O* fig.. 15. 
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And let it be that the headmoft, or any one of thcTe 

ihips, by keying hef wind, fball attempt to pierce between, any 
on^ of the ftettuboft of the Enemy’s thipa, between ilic third 
and fourth, fbt example, at G, (fig. 1 6. Plate V.) ; the confe- 
Ic^enc^ will be,i: diat the fiiip making tins attempt will force 
her way through *he interval between thefe two (hips , or 
othcrwi£e, by getting foul, or running aboard of the third foip, 
(ai. in fig. 1 7. Plate V,), not only flop her courfc in the 
line, but will alfo throw the fhips afierrv of her into diforder. 
In whichever C0ih diis lhall haj^en, here are three fternmofl. fliips 
of the enemy whudi will be forced to Icewai d, as at O (fig. 1 3. 
Plate V.h svhero muft be entangled with the remaining part 
of '^he {hips of A, ‘Which may now be^imihxng up, as at B, to 
prevent their efoape* 

If this manoeuvre (hall ,be put nn execution happily, and 
with fplrit, we have a right to think it will fucceed ; and that 
the enemy, P, muft itaevitably lofe theie three fttips. For his 
van, by the fuppofitton, having by ihia time got far to wind-*^ 
ward, as at F, tite matter would be determined before aififtance 
could be given ; 'and, in attempting to give thia alliftance, ho 
would be reduced to the neceifity of making foe attack as at F, 
(fig. 1 9. Plate V.), which he before had endeavoured to avoid, 
and when in poifi^on of his whole force; therefinu he will ab- 
andon foefo thriitt ftiips ; as A, by this lime, may be fuppoftd lo 
bAve enviioncd thejtn*‘’’^fith fuificient force, 

t 

A a ’ Again, 
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Ap^aiii, fuppofiaT the enemy, upon petsceivit]^' tjie danger his 
rear mull be expofed in place of holdi^ his wind, (as in 
lig. If. and 18 .), Hiall bear away along the line of A» (as in 
lig. w. Plate VI), nothing can be gained by this ; for it muA be 
done on equal terms, exchanging a few rtnot only as ho ranges 
part to windward, and muift ftiU be under the jiecelRty of giving 
up his three ihips at laft. . ^ 


WHEN THE EEADIWG sillES SHAET. HAVE FETCHED THE 
CENTRE OF THE ENEMY*S LINE 'OF DATTEK. 

W^hen the leading fltips of the fleet A (fig. 21 . Plate VI.), 
ihall have fetched the centre of the enemy F, the fhip B, which 
fhall attempt the poflage, as in the former ca£:‘, will either make 
her way through tjhe interval whiclt vUl be given her, and the 
Ihip G, witTi all the /hips aftern, will be forced to leCward, as in 
fig. 2 1 . ; or the iKip B, by running alx)ard of G, and both fliips 
coming to the wind (as t'.cr flg, 22.), the whole ihips aljtcm of 
fucK attack will be, flopped atid retarded. But, in whichever of 
tbeie ways it ihall 4^«ke place, the line will Ihj cut in twain (as in 
fig. 28.) ; the rear will he ll'par.ncil from the van ; and the wliolo 
ihips of the ailern, will be forced to leeward (as in fig, 

23.) Meanwhile^; tlie van A (Plate VJ, fig, 24.) ranging to wind- 
ward, and B, the^ontre and rc,',r of A, ,hy this time come up, 
the rear of the eo^m'y G prevented ahead, and find- 

ing it impraiSkicabl)^ to regain their F, WtH* prepare to put be- 
fore the wind, as ia'ffeK. . 

.0, 
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G, VII. fig, 2.5.) The rear of the enemy putting before 

the wind encompailed by the whole force of A, van and rear. 

A, The fhips in the van, after having forced die rear of the ene- 
my to l;^eward, are now put before the wind in purfiut. 

B, centre and rear of A having prevented the enemy’v 

rear tigoining his vanj are now in purfiut on his larboai'd 

quazt^, 

F, The van of the enemy (evidently) not having it in their 
power to prevent the effb^l-of any part of diefo movements. 


WHrN THE LEADING SHIPS SHALL HAVE FETCHED THE 
FOURTH OR FIFTH SHIP, AND SHALL CUT THE VAN OFF 
FROM THE CENTRE AND HEAR OF THE ENBMY’s LINE. 

The hcadmofi fhips of the van of A (fig. 26. Plate VII.), 
having fetched near the van of the enemy, and having cut his 
line between die fourth and fifth Ibip, and having ranged along 
to windward, as at ft, his fhips arc now bacldng fail to give 
time for the remaining part of Ids fleet to get up, &c. That is, 
while £), the rear, having bore as per courfo G C, is preparing 
to intercept the enemy. 

I 

* By whicli means the van A (fig, 27. Plate Vll.) having got 
to windward, and the n’ar B having prefled forward, the remain- 
part of tlw^ enemy’s fleet now diminilhed by four tlic 

A a 2 ‘ , number 
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number cut off, muft be forced to leeward, where an aSion luffi- 
cienUy clofe muft enfue. 

Fig. 2*7. A, The van in purfuit and endeavouring to get upon 
the {larboard quarter of the enemy. 

B, Tlie rear divifion flicking clofe upon his larboard qututcr. 
CJ, The enemy inferior by ibur fliips. 

F, The enemy's four ihips now cut off , 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE THREE FOREGOING CASES OP TUB 

ATTACK WHEN MADE -BY THE HEADMOST SHIPS OF A 

SQUADRON. 

p thefe three cafes, as it is cafier to fetch the rear than any 
Other part of the line of a fleet going off, fb the attack will be the 
more affured of fuccefs. 

I 

The fecond, the attack on the centre, or anywhere near the 
centre, as the object is greater and the fuccefs eqtially jprobable, 
fo ought it always to be attempted^ if poflible, to be fetched by 
the van of the fleet in purfuit. 

t 

The tliird, under which is comprehended the attack Upon the 
van, or anywhere a head of the centre, as it muft lx$ upon 

an equality with the enemy than any of the former two, lb tlje 
fuccefs muft therefore be more doubtfulj and parlicujtirly w'here 
an enemy fliall be defirous of fighting. 

fW 
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Fig. 28. Again, let us fuppofc the leading Ihip of the fipia- 
dron A, after a long ftruggle, to liave gained the weather gage ot’ 
the enemy, and are now ranging pad him to windward, giving 
and receiving a heavy fire, (as per fig. 28. Plate VH.) 

This ruppofed advantage, which, notwithdanding it has upon 
every oecafion been the object of our mod earned efforts to obtain, 
mild evidently bo of as little importance as the ranging to Iccwaril 
after having failed of gaining the wind (as per fig. 29. Plate V1I,\ 
a movement wliich we have teng been well acquainted with. 


OP CUTTING THE ENEMy’s I.INE WITH THE F^FTH OR SIXTH 
SHIP, OR ANY ONE NEXT ASTERN OF THESE, IN THE VAN 
OF THE LINE, BUT LET IT BE THE FIFTH SHIP, FOR EX- 
AMPLE ; WHICH ALSO, LIKE THE FORMER, MAY BE DIVID- 
ED INTO THREE SEVERAL CASES. 

K XiiF. attack on the rear of the enemy’s line with the fiftli 
Ihip from the van. 

2. Of cutting tlic enemy’s line, at the centre, with the fifth 
Ihip. 

3. ; The attack on the van of the enemy’s line, with the fifth 
jl'.ip. 
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THE ATTACK ON THE REAR OF THE ENEMY’3 LINE, WITH 
THE FIFTH aiUP FROM THE VAN. 

Fig, :il, Plate VIII. In which, let it be luppoled that' it fliall 
be the lot of A, the fifth Ihip from the van, to make the attack, 
and cut the line t)f the enemy ; and let tliis be between the fourth 
and fifth fitip of his rear at Ci ; while, in the mean time,* the 
ibur hcadmofi flnp^ B, after having llretched under the lee of 
the four Ihips preparing to put about and ftand after them, 

on the fame tack. 

Hg. 32. Plate VIII. The confequence of which will be, that 
thelc four fhips Cr, having already received the fire of eight 
thips, A and B, xvill at laft be ftopped, and forced to leeward, by 
the weight of the centre and real* now coming up, as at D ; 
while I', the van, not forefeeing, or perhaps not having it in his 
po%\cr to prevent, this misfortune in his lear, may be much more 
defirous of mxiking oft' to winalwaid, than of ranging £dong the- 
line of A, its at H. 

A, The fifth* Ihip, wiih thole aftem of him, which had cui 

*■ 

the line and had gone to windward, now put abolit in purfuit of 
the four flnps G. 

B, nie four headnioll fliips of A, which ranged to leeward, - 

now put .ibout .vho in puiluit. • 

, • 

lig. as. Plate VIII. fticw's the inestttablc ruin of theie four 
fliips O, driving along before the wind, and ,cnc6mpallcd with 

eight 
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eight fhipa, A and B* the centre and rear following after, as at 1>. 
F, The van of the enemy going ofE 


bl' THE CWTTINO THE enemy’s Line at 1 HE CENTRE WIl IJ 

THE FIFTH SHIP. 

Fig. 34 . Let it be iiippoied that the frfth ihip A has beeii 
appointed to cut the enemy’s line at the centre, and that the four 
leading iliips B, arc in courfe ranged along under G, the enem)'’v 
rear! 

Fig. 35 . Plate IX. The confequence will be, that all the fhips 
of the enemy G H, which were aftern of this attack^ will not only 
be forced to leeward by A and the iliipa aftern who followed him 
to windward, but will be ftopped in their way ahead, and mull 
be prefled farther to leeward by the remaining ^art of tlii‘ fleet 
coming up at D. By which time it may be fuppofed that Uie 
Ihips aftern in their rear, feeing die ftop ahead, will be preparing 
to put before the wind, as at H, when a complete rout of tlie 
whole of tins divHion of the enemy muft follow. 

B, The four headmoft Chips, ha>'ing ranged paft tlie enemy, are 
pntring about to cut oflT their eicape towards K. 

F, The enemy’s van going off. 


THE ATTACK ON THE VAN* OF THE ENEMY’S LINE WITH 

THE FIFTH SHIP. 

In this attack, as well as that df the former cafe, the dan- 
ger to wluch the ftnir heaihnoff ibips may be expofed is gicat, 

' * that 
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tliat it is not probable that cither the one or tlic other will often 
he attempted. 


T HE ATTACK WITH THE CENTRE. 

# 

FIG. 3G. PLATE IX. 

Lf r us fuppofe that the leading Ihips of the fleet A, having 
fetched fbmewhorc in the van of the enemy, and that they have 
tanged along the whole of their line, and under their lee ; and 
tli.it B, the headmofl of tliefe llrips, has advanced nearly abreaft, 
ur in immediate oppofltion to the fternmoft of the enemy's Ihips 
ti ; and, at the time that Ibme of the heavieft ihips 15 in the 
centre, having kept their wind, ihall have cut the line ibmewhere 
near tlie enemy's centre, at F, in like manner as delcribcd in the 
former cafes. 


Fig. 37. plate IX. The enemy’s fleet having been cut in 
twain in this manner, their van from their rear G, the feparar. 
til *11 will be fuch, it will be next to impofnbl^ that theie two dio 
vifions can ever be re-united together again. But the van F and 
the rear G making two diftin<i objeAs, the purAiit, with 
propriety, ought to be confined, to either the one or the other, 
as the attempt to carry both evidently muft be inconflilent. 
And whereas, in the couflb of tlic preceding demonfltrations, 
the whole force of tlie^ fleet making the attack, has, of ncceflity, 

been. 
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been more particularly directed, againft the rear divifion, in pre- 
ference to that of the van of the erienay ; and as the fame caufe 
for this preference evidently fubfifts in this cate, as well as in any 
, of the former, we will proceed, in die firft place, with the de- 
»ionftration*of the attack upon the rear G. 

(Fig. 37 . Plate IX.) The headmoll fhips of the rear divifion 
of the enemy having b^n forced to the leeward by A, the fhip 
which cut the line will ftill be continued to be prefled farther and 
farther down die wind, by the additional weight of the fhips a- 
ftem coming up in fucccfllon aS at B. 


C, Some fliips aftern of the fliips B, preparing to b<aP away 
anvl ftand after the enemy’s rear divifion ’G. 

D, The headnioft fliips of the van having alixujjy ranged paft 
the enemy, and being allured of the iniprobability of any part of 
his rear divifion being ever ^blc to get to windward, are prepar- 
ing to put about, to be in rcudincis to follow which way foever 
it fliall dire£t,its court e. 

\ F, The van divifion of the enemy thus J'eparated from his 
ircar, aiwlVeeing the danger it muft be cxjiofcd to, and that it 
will never be able to get to windward, arc putting before the wind, 
^ wcll to efie£t a mtreat as to take all chances of efiecllng a junc- 
tion with the fliips of the rear, which may aftcrwanls he fo hap- 
by as to make an elcape. 


j; Hg. plate IX. fliows the attack with the centre a litdo far- 
ithef advanced. < 
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A, The iliip which cut the line, and part of thofe ihipa which 
ed up after him, ftill ranging paft to windward, and prt> 

parlnj.^; to put about j iu the mean while are keeping up a heavy 
rakuv' 1)1 e upon the enemy going off, 

Ci, 'I'hc rear divifion of die enemy, having the grcatell part of 
them difengaged themlelvcs of the van of their advcrliu'ics, are 
endeavouring to make off, by putting through the gap, 

B, '^Fhefe Ihips liaving Hopped the hcadinoft Ihip-i of the rear 

divifion of tJic enemy, and having forced them to put l>eforcr die 
wind, are preparing to fv)llow him. ^ 

C, The rear of A, having now puflied forward, will be in fuf- 
Ikicnt time to gel elofe upon d.e larboard quarter of the enemy, 
and by him wherefoever ho fliall go. 

F, 'I'Jic van of the enemy. 

# 

Plate lo. fig, SO. G, The rear divifion of the enemy com- 
pletely cncompaffed by the whole fleet, viz. 

A, With the fliips which cut the line and went to windward, 
now carrying cveiy fxil in purfuit. 

B, The ihips in the rear having had fufiicient time to come 
up, and arc now bearing upon the larboard fide of G tfie enemy. 

1 ), 'I'he Ihips of the van keeping clofc upon his (larboard 
fide. • 

F, 'JTlie van of die enemy putting before die .wind, and anxi- 
oufly attending the ilTue of this unequal conteft. 

Notwithftanding it muft already have |;>een felf-cvitient, why 
the prolecution of the attack on the real* of the cneihy’s line, and 

no 



X A V A I. TACTICS. 


1 ‘>7 


Atouiid all of a ftitlden to the weft at W, that there w.'.^ not 
time to arrange the ihips accordingly. Again, let us fuppolc this 
to have taken place ireiir day-break, that there was a fog fo thick 
^ that the fituation of the Ihips could not be difeerned, and that, 
%iniuli>icious of the neighbourhood of an enemy, which »'ould 
be able to contend with them, they were carelcis, but that they 
were bring gtins as Iignals for rcftorijig their intended order. 

Agait>, let us fuppole an opponent fleet A, in the courfo of .1 
cruife, and upon the look-out, that he Ihall have heard the above 
iignals, and, xipon the clearing up of the fog, that lie ili.dl dil- 
cover this enemy in the circutnftances as dclcribed, but extended 
to fuch a length from windward to leeward, as to fatisfy him, 
that, although their numbers were great,’ yet it might be pofllble 
to attack them with mtich advantage. It miglp be reaibned 
thus : The right wing F, of this enemy, is at io great a dif- 
tance, and fo far to leeward ^ of the left wing G, that Ihonld an 
attack be made upon this left wing, fo far to windward, and tlris 
Ihould be done with celerity, and before any material change 
could be effojfted in tire difpolition of their force, it will be next 
to impoIBble for this left rving G to receive the fmalleft alliftance 
from F", foe foips fo tar to leeward. 

• # 

Plate XI. fi^ 43. Accordingly, let us imagine that this op- 
ponent A, with his fleet, although iiiferit»r in number, as two to 
vine, Ihall pulli on, with every lail fet, and af right angles, that 
he foall cut afunder this enemy’s line abreaft at B, but in luch 
pro{)OKfron that he Ilrall be fupcrioy in force to the Ihips G to 
windward, fo cut off and feparated. 

’late 
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riate XI. lig. 44, Again, fuppofe this fleet of A to have paiP 
cd on ahead towards the fouth at C, and that’ the whole of the 
force, and in particular the rear, lliaU have tacked and come 
lip again with G, is it not eafy to conceive, that this unfortunate^ 
divUion being in this manner cut off and prevented from flying 
to leeward, muft fiibmit to fuperior force, while, in the mean time, 
their friends, fo far to leeward at F, after attempting every thing 
they can, will not have it in their power tb give them the fmallcfl: 
afliftance f In this Angular cafe, it niuft be obferved, that the fev oral 
fliips of the fleet A, in making this attack, muft be on cHpial 
terms with thofe of the enemy, ‘ (hip for fliip, with their head*' 
in oppofiliou to each other. 


END OlfcPAPT II. 
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not on the van, haa conftantly been conildered, in the pieci'cUng 
demonftrationa, as thfe object of greater attention, it is ftill hoped 
that the following reaibns will not prove unacceptable. 

« 

Dccaufe a part of the force, by the I'uppcrfition, having been 
detached, and already far advanced in the attack of the enemy 
line *y it would be a manifeft impropriety not to fcdlow die blow, 
and ftill more unpardonable not to give the neceflliry fupport to 
the few advanced ftiips, (BB, fig. 31 . and 34 .), which otherwile 
tnfghr be left at the mercy of» the enemy's rear. 

Tlic purfiiit of the rear is alfo more immediately ‘ptadlicable ; 
For while the Ihipa in the van t>, which have ranged paft: the 
enemy’s line (fig. 38 .), are putting about to entangle his ftern- 
moft ftiips cut off^ the centre Ihips of A, together widi his rear 
B, liaving now got almoft in contact with the ihips in the rear of F, 
arc preparing to furround them. 

Whereas, in die purfuit of the van, the headmoft lliipa of tho 
enemy having at the time in queftion got above three miles dis- 
tance even from the ftertinioft jind ncareft ftiips of A (fig. 4 0 .), 
and above nine miles diftant from his headmoft fhips ; to imi 
about Ihip, and get pp with the van of die enemy at F, that is, 
to recover the time loft, would be a work of great dilficulty, 

B*b 2 DEMON- 

Vidf die four flnps at B (fig. 31.)-, the four itiips at B (fig. 34. ; .u.f 
Qiore j^rlicularly the fliipb in tlic van at B (hg. 36.) 
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DEMONSTRATION. 

Plait' X. fig- -lo. Let A be tlie van divifion, confining of i 8 fliips, 
wliich have ranged paft to the northward j and let H, which cut 
the enemy’s line, be the ihip at the head • of the rear divifion, 
confining of eighteen iliips Ukewife. Tlien, as 300 yards is the 
fj’*acc ufually allotted for each ihip, 6 ihips will require a fpace 
of one mile * j and 36 lliips, the number of tlte fleet A and* B, 
will retjuire a Ipace of fix miles. But the van of the enemy F, 
llippoled to'conrfift of 18 ihips allb, will likewiie retjuire a ij>ace of 
ihree miles. And as it is evident, that a ipace of fix miles muft be 
required for extending the whole line of the fleet A ; that isi from 
C to D, and a fpace of three miles muil be required for extending 
the van of the enemy F j then die w.hole diftance .between the 
headmen ihip of the fleet A, and the’ headmoft .oiT^die fleet of 
the enemy,’ that is, the diflance between the points C and FI, 
rnun be a fpace of nine miles. 

G, the rear of the enemy on the point of being fiuromided. 


big. 40. By the profecution o^ the attack upon the rear divifion, 
you will have your whole force, van and rear, undivided, iay 30 
Ihips combined againrt 1 S ihips, the number cut off from the van 
divifion of the enemy. Whereas, in the cale of purfiiing the 
van, it muJl be evident, diat yoiir force being divided, the rear 
of your line oiily, after putting about fliip, can with advantage 
be employed in the chafe of* thfe, van of ’the enemy, now g^t to 


the tliflancc of thrde or four miles ; and if overtaken, to , be 

^^ight 


*"• Vidv Part I. No- 25 . 
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fouglit with upon a perfe£l equality ; wliile at the fame time the 
ihips in your van are either rendered ufclcft, by having ftrctchcd 
too far aliead, or, at the heft, will he obliged to follow the rear 
of the enemy, now got naany miles to leeward, and equal in 
number, Ihip for Ihip, if ever they can be overtaken. 

Fig. -<i- 1 . Is fuppofed to (how the van A, in the a€l of wear- 
ing to ftand after the rear of the enemy G j while II, the rear of 
A, is fuppofed to get upon the larboard tack to ftand after the 
van F, and prevent his jun^Iion witli his rear O. 

Upon the whole of tliis invefligation, Part I. add Part II. with 
refpeft to the nature of both attacks, it may be concluded, that 
die attack from the leeward quarter can be executed with the 
greateft number of advantages, of which it is not*one of the Icaft, 
that when a Ihip of die leeward fleet comes to be crippled, Ihe 
will ftill continue to remsun under the protc£lion of her friends. 
Whereas, on the contrary, Ihould a (hip of the fleet to windward 
come to be crippled, (he will ftill Immediately into the power of 
her enemies, (as per ftg. 2. plate l.) 


SEC- 
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SECTION IV. 

THE PI RPFNDICULAR ATTACK, OR THE ATTACK AT RIOHT 

AI<1CI.£S. 

T* H E following calb, not vcrj'’ probable indeed, but as it fomo 
time or other may happen, and as ifc has Ibme aHinity to the '^al— 
tack lrc>m the leeward, is introduced in this place. 

Plate XI- fig- 412 . Lofc us fiippofo the wind at weft at W, and 
the numerous fleet E O in an irregular and difbrdcrly line abrc.iil, 
extended to a great length from windward to leeward, that is, 
from die weftern to the eaftem quarter, nnd let them be proccctl- 
ing on th<^ way to the northward from F towards A* At A, 
let an opptment fleet be diibovered ahead at fbme miles diftance, 
and fuppole this fleet A ftiall be greatly inferior in number, yet 
ft ill tlie fleet F G mu ft be confidered as in a very dangerous fi- 
tuation. 

Plow the fleet F G has got into fuch a fituatioii, is not lb cafy 
a matter to be expLiined, unlels wc Ihsll be allowed to imagine, 
that its being found extended in a'linc abreaft from windward to 
* leeward, might be accounted for iii this manner ; that having/ fovr- 
Ibme lime before, been working to windward, with the wind eithec 
At fouih at S, or at north afN p and afterwards the wind.copiin^ 

' ' around 
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PART III, 

AN 

HISTORICAL SKETCH 

O F 

NAVAL TACTICS. 


S INCE the ftudy of Naval Tacttcs is of 'the greatoft im- 
portance to tliis Empire, anU fmcc the abilities and Ikill of 
Britifh feamen, in the. condu£l and management of Engle Eiips, 
are fo manifeft, diat nothing higher has exifted in any one pro- 
feffion or department of life ; it is therefore themore worthy of 
intluiry from what caufc or aceideat it ihould have procecd'^;d, 

C c that 
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that lb lutlc piogrt fs has been made, in the moft important part 
of the I'libjetl: ; i mean, the mode of arranging and conducting 
of Ihij'is, wlicn aifcinblcd in great fleets, for the purpofe of ad- 
vancing to battle. 

It is not, Itowcvcr, intended that the Naval TaClics of the an- 
cients (liould be underftood to be alfeCted bv what lias been faid ; 
t)n the contrary, from hillory, we arc made to believe that the 
condu«5t of their commanders. In moft of their military opera- 
tions at lea, was founded on principles equally applicalile, *;nd 
ccpu-.lly underftood, witli thole which governed their military ope- 
’.tiions by land. Of this, the battles of Salamis, of ACtium, &c. 
arc ce^ainples. 

Tliat Naval .Hiftory, in modern times, has not been fo perfcCl: 
ill its i.iibnuation, may be admitted, if it is true, that, of all tiio 
n .tineroiis ct igagcnic jits at fea, with the •Spaniards, with the Dutch, 
::;il V. iih the l-’ieiuh, fpirited and fuccefsful as they fometimes 
cro, ::ot one fatisfaClory phui or delcription has bech obtained, 
by V. hich even the arrangement or movement of the ftiflerent 
Icet.i could be dil’covcrcd, more early tliaii that of Admiral Mat- 
i ::..\vs, in 1711-; nor one, from which an idea of any lyflem, 
cf citlter attack hr deici-.ee, can fie formed, more early than that 
'>f Admiral in 1 7 JO. 


1 r.;:r. a dlttindllon fo retrarkable as this,, an idea has l>een fug- 
gftl .’d, of hiivirig Nitvr.l Hiftory divided iiito Periods, in which, 
by CO!, iprCi tending arid dlfliHgu'tilih'g tiie jvirticular changes of 

iho 
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the weapons,^ in the fhippiiijr^ or in the modes of pracftice, ioine 
caiifc, fotne eflential error in principle,. Ibrac defect in condin^, 
will he difeovered, from whence flionld have orijijinated this lin- 
gular difference of information, between the Naval Tai51;icr. of 
ancient and modem limes ; for it never can l>e imputed to tlih 
hifforian alone. 

• 

•'^I’he Jhliftory of Naval Ta£lics may therefore be <livided inm 
the following Pcrio<Is : 

ft 

The First Period W’ill comprehend the time in which the 
progreffive motion of fhips and fleets, advancing* to battle, had 
continued to be dependent upon, and confined to, tlie propulfivo 
power of the oar, and while the decilion of the contort w.is cu- 
trurted to die fword, as in the fea battles of antiquity, Salamis, 
A£lium, See. as before mentioned ; with which alfo may be in* 
eluded the battle of Lepanto in 1571. 

Tlie Second Period includes the time that fails became the 
ncceflary, and almoft the only means of die progrefliou of fhips, 
now of greater dimcnfions, more unwneldy, and no longer ma- 
nageable by the exertion of the men within by pars. This Pe- 
riod begins with the Spanifli Armada, comprehends the engage- 
ments between the Englilh and the Dutcli, together with the 
battles of Bantry Bay, Beachyhead, I.a Hogue in the fcvcntccnth 
century, and of Malaga in 1 7 J of none of which have we been 
able to procure any particular plan or deicription, down to tlic 
year J740. 


Cc 2 
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TJie Thirb Pkriod, then, with propriety, will begin with 
tliofc engagements of which we have been able to give a parti- 
cular plan and defeription ; that of Admiral Mati'Hews in 
1744, including Admiral BvNo’a engagement in •17.50, Sir 
CtEorge Pocock’s in 1758, togctlier with thofe of the Ame- 
rican War, from the year 1778 to 1782. 

■ 

The year 1782, fo much diftinguiflted by extraordinary’ ex- 
ertions of naval ability, at the fame time that it will form the 
:o!nmencement of a Fourth Petriod in the Hiftory of Naval 
■ra<tlics, will alio give occafion to add a Fourtli Part to tbi^ 
Work. 


PERIOD 
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i\s long as the progrefllve motion' of Ihips and fleets, advancing 
to buttle, was dependent upon, perhaps conflned to, the propell- 
ing power of the oar, and the dccilion of the contell was entrull- 
ed to tlic {word, fo long the principles of arrangement and dilpo- 
fition of force, whether at lea, or at laud, felling afide the more 
immediate influence of florins of wind, could not but be nearly 
alike. I'tir, when it is conlidered that the men engaged in both 
cafes, at fea and on land, were often the lame,* ailualed equally 
by courage or revenge, by fear or defpair ; that the means of ad- 
vancing and retreating, *and advancing again, were, equally ia 
their power, and the weapons, oflenfive and defenliv'e, nearly the 
fame ; Ihips of war, with their complements of men on boiu'd, un- 
der fudi circuinflances, not unaptly might be fiid to bear a no ..r 
refembluncc to cohorts, or l.>attalions of infantry, or even to Iqua- 
drons of cavalry, in the Ihock of battle. 

♦ • 

Again, when wc confuler that fliips, in thole ancient days, 
vrerc of linall fi/.e, of little 'draught of water, and nncmh.u'- 
mlXed by the ebbing and flowing ol tides, as in the Mediiorr - ' 
nean ; that, by keepin.g clofo by the (hore at all nmes, they ctjuiJ 
be concealed or covered behind hcMdIautls or iJlamls j fleets f f 
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this dcfcription, compofed of numbers of fhips, in like manner 
might be e-oiifiJered as refcmbling ninnefous corps of troops af- 
fcnibled and asking as armies at land, not only becaiifc they 
could Ibrm ambufeades or ftratagems, but all'o could, .on liniilar 
pnueijiles, attack, focure, or defend a ftrength, or ftrait, choofing 
and occupying their ground at pleafure, as at Salamis, or Ac- 
tliiin, and as -in many other inflances exhibited between tlie Ro- 
mans and Carthaginians, which it is needlefs to mention.* And, 
to extend the Ixjunds of this pcriotl, the battle of Lepanto, in 
TJ71, maybe included; which difiers only in this ref}>ect, that 
gunpowder wi'.s then known and iifed, but liinilar to, and even 
ItriiiUy connatled with, ancient pradlrice ; in fo far, that the con- 
tefl, notwithftajiding this knowledge of gunpowder, was decided 
tiy the I'word alone. The vcflcls cngagetl, if not precifely of die 
fame conftruiiioh, wore ftill about the fame lize, and were, in like 

maJiner, propelled in their motions wkh oars, by the m a nnq l ex- 
^ • 
ertion of the men on board. 

That a fleet of this delcription, in thefe circumflranccs, when 
to windward, had advantages over the fleet to leeward, •brill not 
be denied. Whcti advancing to miikc an attack^ the efie^ of 
their impetus or Ihock muft haye been the greater from their 
having the wind in their firvour ; and, when dpfirous of de- 
clining an engagement, it was more in their power to retire, 
aiul m<>re difficult for the leeward fleet to get. up -with them» 
Jlut, in advancing to battle, both fleets were upon an equal 
fbot'ng, propel fed by their o^rs, each galley having her prow 
oppoled to that of her advefihry/ Whatever, therefore, were the 

•weapons 
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weapons in ufe, catapultas, baliftas, or cannon (hot, as at Lcpan- 
to, placed, as they were, as a battery, in the fore part of tire veflel, 
whether in making or fuftdning an attack, neither fleet, in this 
xc{pe<fl, had any particular advantage over the other, whichever 
them was. to windward or leeward. 
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*rii> concurrence of many things unitinpf, would fbem to maik 
out ilic bounds by which a fecond period ih naval hiftory may be 
diftinguilhcd. 1 he extcnlion of commerce and navnl powet to 
Amciio.i and to the E^ift Indies, t^ile it protracted d.c length of 
> oyages, incroafed alfo the hazard Of the fea. The ufe of great 
•riiiTs being introduced, while at the lame time they were i|icro.if* 
ing m weight atid dimenfions, were alfo mult'pliod in nijinber, 
{oiiictimes to the amount’ of an hundred on board. Ships, for 
thelb rcafons, requiring to be of ftrongC’ conftrviflion, large and 
unwieldy, and no longer managei^le by the manual e?certion of 
the t)ar, were obliged to ha>e recomfe to the lail, as dei>cndcnt 
on the wind alone, for carrying the lecjuifite manoeuvres into ex- 
ecution. 


■■■Anj m8i 


or SAILS, CONSIDERING TIIljR RFFECT ON THE MOTION 
OF A aillF, COMPARED WifK OARS, 

But fails, however neceliory for the luRna^ng of the mo- 
tions of Ihips* of larger conftnuJtion, compared with oars, were 
inadequate to the various jqp^alions and movements require In 
the ancient prai£lice and naode of battle. In a Calm, they of 
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tto ufe i and with the wind, could command, in the diredtiou of 
the motion of the Ihip, little more than one half of the plane of 
the horizon, and this only to leeward. 


OF CANNON SHOT, CONSIDERINQ ITS EFFECT AS COMING 
FROM THE PROW OF A GAl.t,EV, OR FROM A Sllip’s 
impADSIDE, 

, When guns were planted as a battery in the forccaftle, as they 
generally at iirft were in a galley, the application of their force, 
though inferior, at leafl: with refpeft to number, ,was ftill in the 
fame direction with the line of their^ courfe, and whicli courfe 
was perfeiffly under the comnxand of th’e people within. But 
when planted on the ildcs of a (hip, theh fovce.and effeO, from 
the greater number, though irrefiftible compared with a galley, 
yet being at right anglo« with the line of her courfe, and this 
courfe depentling upon a foreign agent, the wind^ and not un<ler 
an crpial xr'ommand of the people within, the effect and conle- 
quences of courfe became fo completely changed and different, 
that every former idea of naval tactics was immediately over- 
turned. 

iK • ■ _ 

In the mcffti time, even during this extraoi-dinary tranfition 
of circnmftancei., the naval exploits and enter] >ri(cs were, many 
of them, fpirited, and thouglt* not all of them dccifive, were 
coriftantly marked with llrong cffcift. But when* tlie (hip itiell, 
the means of moving that (hip, iuvl the weai^ons, were under- 
going tranlitions fo very extraordinary, it is ^lot eafy to conceive^, 
^ D d. * ’har 
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tJiat contUiil adapted to fuch novelties cotild not at once be efta- 
l)liilicd. 

In the Introdudlion many of thole exploits have already been 
ciitiincratoti ; hut how tar the mode of conducting them was or 
was not the rel’ult of any particular fyltem, remains yet a matter 
of iiitpiiry. 


OF THE SrANiSn ARMADA. 


I’MiLir the Second, polleffcd of Spain, Portugal, and the riches 
of .\mcrica, in .planning the armament ot the Spanlfli Armada, 
confuient, and trufting in^his great faperiority, thotight only of 
gratifying his relbntmcnt againft Eta z abet ii and her fubjeCts. 
His Ihips being conftrucled wdth lofty bviildings at heitd and (torn, 
which, like caltles, might overtop and command llic decks of the 
fmallcr Ihips of the Englilh, neither ^imlelf nor his admirals 
were aware h.ow unfit fuch unwieldy, ill-conflruCtcd, and, 
if polfiblo, worfe manned veflels, were for navigating feas 
that were narrow, and in a nortliern climate, and , Iiere, 
at the fame time, there w’as iK)t one friendly port to lee- 
ward fufFicicnt to receive or afford them Iheltor in calc of acci- 
dents. But this*cumbrous fleer, (Irreli Hihlc in his imagination), 
on approaching the Channel, while the* Ihips of tlib F.ngUlh were 
every where to fkulk or fly before* it, was to proceed to the eaff- 
ward to take on board the Prince of Parm.\ with liis troops, 
colleiled in the'Eow Countries, and, without interruption or dif- 

. . / . ficuhy 


See the Genera) IntroduAion prrllxed to Part 1. 
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iiculty of any kind whatever, was to enter the Thames, and at 
one blow to overwhelm Ki.izabeth. 

On thti part of the Fngllfli, where can a more illuftrious ex- 
ample ot naval ilcill and forefight be met with, than in the con- 
duct dilplayed in accoinpliihing the defeat and ruin of this Spa- 
nilh Armada, in whicli the prudence of fuflaining a defence, by 
ilxflering that ixnmenfc armament to wafle its force in an idle 
contention witli the winds an13 waves, was no lefs confpicuoiis 
tlian the intrepidity and perfevcrancc with which the repeated 
attacks were made ? 


OF THE hritish channel. * 

Til at an eflimate may bt made of the probable fiiccefs, or oi 
the confequent hazard and rifk, to which a numerous armament 
of great Ibtps, engaged in an hoftilc cuterprifc of this kind, may 

bo expoled, the Britilh Channel fliould be carefixlly confidercd : 

* 

In the firft place, as a barrier or boundary, defending and di- 
\iding us from all the reft of the* world: 

In the next place, as a fea, narrow, winding, and contracted 
by head-lands, in which the navigation, -witli all the Ikill and 
attention that can be given, is both diilicult andl dangerous to 
mariners, even tlic moll familiar with it. 

D d 2 * « Ab 


^ See liuroduClioii, p,. 8. I’ait I. 
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As a. barrier or boundary, it forms one conilnucd canal, con- 
nei^lin^ the German and Northern Oceans with the Atlanticj 
and cxteitds in length to above lOOO miles. The banks of this 
canal, on il»e Britifh fhorc to tlie fouth, where w'alhed by the 
( Ihannol, and oppollte to France, far from being open and eafy* 
of ileicent to every invallon, as we have been made to believe, 
like tins of the Spanilh Armada, or any other of them, with 
which, as bugbears, we have been fo often and long threatened, 
the coall is bold and dangerous ; and if it ihould be acceffiblc in 
any one particular and more intercfting Ipot, as at Portfmouth, 
the country behind and within is Ib llrong, that from the fouth, 
or acrofs the Channel, every attempt to approach the capital, or 
to overrun the kingdomj with common attention given, mull: 
always be defeated. 

Confiderlng the Channel as a lea, harrow, winding, contracted 
and broken by head-lands, it is afieCted by rapid tides, forming 
innumerable dangerous fheivcs and banks. By the climate, and 
by its form, it is fubjeCted to tempeftuous and fudden changes 
of w’ind, fo that the boldeft and moll experienced mariners, from 
arriving in foundings in approaching the mouth of the Chaituel, 
even with a leading wind, and keeping in the fair way, till they 
get into port, leldctm are at eafe. This is me^nt in the cafe 
of a Tingle Ihip. But let any one, ever fo converfant in this na- 
vigation, with every advantage of ports in his favour, fay what 
his feelings have been, when on board of a Britilli fleet cruifing 
in the Cbaimel, and then we* may judge with reljpeCt to a nu- 
merous fleet of large * ftrahgers, with dark nights and 

* blowing 
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blowing weather, what tlie apprchcnfions and fcolings may ho 
as well of the officers on board, as of the llatclinan o.i lliore, 
. who wantonly commits and puts to hazard fo great ,a part of the 
maj'ine of his nation in one enterirrife, and in luch perils. 

By ail caflcrly wind (as often is the cafe with oiir own fliips) 

an hoftilc fleet may be long detained from entering the mouth 

of^the C'hannel ; and by a wind at weft, when once embayed, 

fuppofe within the head-lands of Portland on the one ftiorc, and 

La* Hogue on the other, it will not be eafy for them to return. ^ 

If the wind from the weft continues, and begins to blow with 

violence, which it often and fuddenly does, this fleet muft put 

before it (for there is not one port on the oppofite (bore fuffi- 

* 

cient to receive and afford flielter for large ihips for above 1 500 
miles from Breft, round to the entrance of the Baltic) ; and, pal- 
ling the ftraits between Dover and Calais, over lands and througli 
ftielves, they muft get, .without remedy, into great diforder. 
But all the while this fleet, by the fuppolition, has hitherto met 
with no interruption or annoyance of any kind from Britain, 
the gre;iter part of her force being occupied at a diftance. 
What then ought to be the confcquchccs, if followed by num- 
berlcfs Ihips, of every lizc and denomination, which, in fuch a 
cafe, and for this occallon only,' may be litted out, and collected 
from the diffefent ports, which, inceflantly hanging on ilic rear, 

arc 


• * No fleet of French men of war has been within thefe head-lands lincc diC 

battle of Cape La Iloguc, May 19 . »<59*?- . . 
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are enabled to take advantage of every accident, many of them 
at all times, from the fituation of the ports from wlience they 
cm be iitted out, being ncceflarily to windward, which way 
foevo'* t!ic wind lhail blotv ? After confidering ihefc circum- 
i lances, is it to be imagined, that a fleet of fltip.% from th^ 
ibiithward, hoflilc to Brit;un, ib large and lb numerous, will 
ever, without great lols, be able to efFc£b a return through the 
Channel ? Will it not be expected, that they mull be forced into 
the Nortli Seas, where, if late in the feafon, in the high* latitude 
of (i<) degrees, they will have to encounter 'all the hon*or.^ of 
Avintcr, long nights, and continual llorms, not left formidable 
than ;my thin^ experienced by Lord Anson when doubling 
(’.ape Horn, as lately felt by the armament commimded by Monf. 
Til U ROT? 

Of fuch a nature was the route planned for tlie Spanilh Arma- 
da by Philip the Second, and by folfowing which route was tins 
mighty enterpril'e defeated. 


OF THE BATTLES WITH THE DUTCH. 

The engagements with the ’Dutch, ftill later, by almofl; one 
hundred years, tlian the Spanilli Armada, glorious ’as they were to 
both nations, as cxliibitions of .courage and pefleverahce, give 
little inforinauou with regard to .a progrel's or improvement in 
Naval Tallies.. The only idea which 1 have been able to form 
of them, is that of numcrtftis' fquadrbns aflemblcd, to t|i€ a- 
mouut of *2.50 or ^oo ihips, jambed together in narrow leas, 

(the 
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(the Channel), ■where they have been confined bj tb.o Ihorc.-i ou 
each Ildc, and dejnived, in a great mcafure, of every chance 
of manoeuvring. Here, in one place, (liips in cluUers en- 

tangled with tme another, and, independent <^f all order, gelling 
tbul, each ‘of their aniagoniils ; there, again, in another part of 
the feene, one llap, finglc and alone, unfupported, and befet 
Avith many enemies, left to make the mt)fl gallant refiftance Ihe 
could. Of courle, on* both lides, much bloodflied and lofs of 
Ihipping* mufi: have been fuftained. But, in thefe engagements, 
they diflered in this from the calc of the *Spanilh Annada, that 
each of the pariit.;s had their ports under their lee, to which they 
could retire, and from whciice they could fally forth at plcafurc, 
lb Ibon as ixflttcd. 


i>V SU'.NAI.S, U nii INVENTION QF WHICH, ABOUT THIS 
TIME, IS ASCRIBED TO THE OUKE OF YORK. 

Tiie invrnrion of lignals is generally afcribcd to the Duke of 
York about this time. 'Fhis, liowcver, is abfolutely incredible- 
He iriighV, indeed, have improved thcih, but the invention muft 
have been of older d.ite. How could any military operation at 
lea or on land be condu<!:lcd without lignals? It ca<iiv}t be believ- 
ed that, in reducing the lubjedt of fignals^ to any kind of JyJtcm^ 
he had made mucli progiefs,* if it is ncceilary that Admirals, to 
this day, when entering upon the command of an expedition, 
have to compol’e a particular lyflem for themfelve§ j an attempt 
which mull be attciuled with much* inconvenience ; for it is not 
conceivable of any ucav code offignals, however fimpliliod it 

‘may 
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may be, tliat it can be made familiar to every officer in a numer- 
\>iis fleet in the courfe of a few days^ or even weeks ; and there- 
fore is the more abfnrd if an enemy is to be encountered with 
immediately, which has Ibmctimcs been the cafe after a few 
hours departure from port. 


OF NAVAI. INSTRUCTIONS. 

The Naval Inftruflions about this time formed, for haying 
fliips extended in line of battle, and which were founded upon 
the occafion of the above mentioned battles with the Dutch, in 
order to ferve the immediate purpofe of fighting in narrow feSvS, < 
if ill tjualificd (as fitid in another place *) for bringing on an 
action with a. fleet of fliips unwilling to come to a fliock, and 
having fea-room to range in at pleafure, they have been no lefs 
unfortunate in promoting the means, of information ; lince, of 
.ill thofe numerous engagements, fo little of fyftem, fo little of' 
the dilpofition or movement of fleets has been comprehended, 
that the hiflorian Mr David Hume, accurate and intelligent 
as he was in every other fubje<a of incpiiry, giving up the point, 
as it would feem, h.is the following paflage : ‘ There is a natu- 

* r;*d confufiort attending fea-li'ghts, even beyond other military 

* tranfatfions, derived from the precarious* operations of winds 
‘ and tides, as well as from the frrioke and darknefs in which 

* every thing is there involved ; no wonder, thereforCj that rc- 
‘ lations of ihefc battles are apt to contain uncertainties and cori- 
‘ tradiclions, efpecially wrheh compared by writers of the hollilc 

‘ nations,, 


* See Iittrotluclion prefixed to Part I. p. i8. 
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* nations, who take a ple.nfiire in exalting their own advantages, 

* and fupprefllng thote of the enemy *. ’ 

The part of Mr Home’s hiftory from which this pafliigo is 
<jnoted, \vai8 not finilhed till alinoft an hundred years after Uie 
flatties in queftion, and not till after ho might have confulted the 
defeription of thefe. others, Bantry Bay, Beachy-Head, anti I.a 
Hogue. He had likewife the afliftance which might he procured 
from tlve battles fought in his own time; that of Malaga in 
t71f>, that of Admiral Matthews in and that of Admi- 

ral BvNti in 17.5G; together with every degree of informatiojj 
which could be acquired from the trials which took place iu 
coufequcnce of the two lull, both long and cm umlh’ailial ■} . 
Mr T-Iomk, at the fame time, nothing at a lofs when a b.iiile at 
land is to be deferibed, but, like other hiflorians, with iniiuite 
pains, is furo to preface the lame with a detail of every circum- 
llancc of lituation, advantdge or difadvantage of ground, by 
which the reader is made to forefec whichever of tire parlies (hall 
obtain the vd«llory. 

Othet writers, equally fuccefsful iii their detail of military 
iranfa^fions at land, but not^ a whit more fortunate in their con- 
ceptions- of operations at fea, talk of agility of Ihipping, of their 
, . E c heroes 


Hiftjory of Kiigland, Vol. VII. p. 507. 8vo.edu, i77B. 

f A later writer ftill, Mr M^Pherfon, when fpeakiiig of ilic battle of J.d 
lloguc, has thefe words: * 'Fhc confufiem ^ind w.mt of pKm whli:h prc\aiLs in 
all naval eogagcmcnttf> ought to Ijiave faved tfie viilors jVoiu tliu cenfure » 

^ writers bjive thri'wii on tiicir conduct. 
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heroes riilhin'^ liirlous througli the iqtiadrons of the enemy, of 
to battle, of prel'enting them/elves to every clanger, of 
phingiiip; into the middle of the foe, &c. ; phrafes applicable only 
tri military operations at land, and confiftent, and perhaps in ufe, 
in jpea.kiiig even of tranfi^lions at fea, when galleys, as in an- 
cient ri fncs, were propelled in every dircdlion with the oar, ami 
acinr.fcd up, cm, and influenced by, the pailions of men within 
i(ie vdfcl ; but altogcthcT inconfittent with the morions of un- 
wieldy ihipping, manageable only with the fails, confined,* as 
they inufi; always l>c, to particular movements, as mere machines, 
depciuient on the immediate cfle<S ©f the wind alone, as they arc 
in ihefc days. 

Is it to the hiflorian,* then^ that we are to impute this confu- 
lion of idOvis, the continuation of the ulc of fucli phrufes, and this 
fo particular dcfctl of information ? No ; for hiftorians muft have 
adltcrcil to the Ipirit of the deferiptions which Iiave been put in- 
to tlicir hatuls. Ip it to the vanity of conunanders, dclirous of 
extolling and magnifying their own exploits? No it can only 
bo attributed to ilte particular llate of things at tlie time, that the 
intelledluals of men, deranged by fo complete a traulitlon of fo 
many circumftaacei combined, as belbrc enumerated', have not as 
yei recovered ajtiy pi'opcr idea of lyfloin, or principles of conducf^ 
adapted to fuch novclticp. 


PERIOD 
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P E R I O D III. 

Supposing Period Third to commence about anno 1*740, and 
t6«concJudc wnth the end of the year 1781, it will be diftinguifli- 
ed by thofe fca engagements of which we have been able to pi*o- 
cufc fuch an authentic and fnhftantial information of circurnllan- 
ces, as could authorife a particular plan and defeription. But, be- 
fore proceeding farther with this invclligation, it will be necellai*y 
to- premife a few General Principles. 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

C.\ SE I. A commander who lliall have fo dili>ofed of his force, 
that no*one divifion or part can be attacked, without a poflibility 
of being immediately fupported by the whole, or at leall by fouie 
other part, has taken not only -the flrft precaution to prevent a 
defeat, but alfcvhas taken the firft ftep to obtain a viclory. 

• 

Case II. The commander who, in leading on his force, fhall 
make his attack wi^ great fuperiority, upon any one divilion tjr 
p'art of his enemy, and while this. divifion fhall be polled fo as if 
cannot be fupported, has, in like manner, , not only taken th.' 

E e 2 ' . I 'u - 



'2i6 


ri r S T O R I C A L SKETCH 


llrfl Hop to obtain a \-i<5l:ory, but alfo has laid hold of iho fivft 
jirocuution to leciire a retreat, Iboukl it ever be iieccflary. 

Cass-: fll. Hcrn:c, on the other hand, and in oppolition to 
Caic I. fliould ever a commander have io diijxifcd of his force* 
that any one divUion or part may l>e attacked, by a great fupo- 
riorify, without a jx>fl;bility of having it ftipported by the whole, 
fir by any orie part of his remaining force, that contmantlcr muft 
be defeated. 

C"ase IV. Hence alfo, in reverfe of Caie II., a commander 

wlio, by the mode of his attack, ihall Ib dilpoi'e of his force, that 

any one divifioh or part, difficult to bo fupporicd, ihall be expof- 

etl to his enemy when greatly fuperior, fuppofe it a cannonade 

greater, by many degrees, than he can bring up to oppolc it, 

fuch commander undoubtedly will be worfted. 

* 

That rules, fuch as tliele, are applicable to, and foould have 
influence upon, military operations at fea as well as at land, 
every one will allow. By them, the following ftridbutes upon 
modern naval pra^ice, and the mode of attack which have been 
propofed, muft^be judged ; and to fome error or negle£t of them 
it is, that the defeci of informatipn, which, has (liHlngui/hed tlie 
former period, muH be imputed. 


OF 
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OF Tin: ilOVKMFNTS OF SHIPS AN1> M.FKT.i IN' HETATION 

TO EACH OJ'HEU. 

Ships, <jr llectrf, managed as they are in thefe days with fails 
only, though not, as. animals, ielf-jiiovlng hodios, that is, imdoi: 
tliw perlc*^!: command of the men within, to be carrictl with oars 
againTt wind and tide, at pleafiirc, in every di rod ion, yet, con- 
lidtred as machines, govcrntjtl by, and confined to, the la\vs of 
mechanics ; their paths in the lea, and their military evolutions, 
may bo traced anti tlolineated iiptjn proper princiji«es. Ni>\v', llic 
moving ptiwer or agent being tlie wind, and this affeding any 
number of them niutually, at one and the fame time, and in the 
fame diredion, as in the cafe of Hects when ift oppofition, ihe 
movement of the fcveral Oiips or fleets, in relation to each other, 
will he reciprocal, confondnt, and regular. 

Not only fhips, but whole fleets, in boftilc oppofition, when 
in the liune ftream of wind, muft ctjually, and, at the fame time, 
I>oth of tliem in their motions relatively, be lb affetilcd, that, 
fuppoling the face of the lea to be conceived as a plane, on pa- 
per, and the wind as a. point A (Plate Xll. fig. from which 

both fleets B and F are, operated upon j we allb may carry tlie 
fiippofitipn fo far as to conefcive that both might be affeded in 
Ibme way, as fuljiended from* the lame point, as at tlie pendu- 
lum D, b, D. 

Heace, when conlidering the connexion bctw'cen two Rcoif, 
fuppoling the one to-be to wnndward of the otlier, whatever Nv.iy 

the 
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tfvc wind fhall veer about, both being dependent on the lame 
wind, the tnotioii and manoeuvring of each, in relation to each 
other, can llill bo <^1' the lame nature. 


or l UE T ACE OF THE OCEAN, CONSlDElllNG IT AS A FIETD 
lOK Ttifi MILITARY OPERATIONS OF HOSTILE FLIiETS.* 

riiat the face of the ocean, confidering it as a held for nvili- 
tary rations, but more particularly as a held for immediate 
<'i;^.V'igcnscni, tlie hoftiic fleets oppofed, having neither rivers, ra- 
’I'iucs, banks, woods, or mountains, to flop progrefs, or interrupt 
the rie:ht, lb that ambufeades or ftratagems can be formed, aiul 
while each arc extcndetl in line of battle, where every individual 
ihiji, iind the line into which flltc belongs, is operated upon l»y 
the li-Mie wind, at the fame time, and, by the laws of mcchaniliit, 

(. to nu'.vements in every relpe^t confonant in relation to 

e..ch othkii*; Should not every occurrence, every traufaelion, for 
th‘. 'i tcafons, and in fuch .civcumftanct s, be the tnore eahly con- 
cii\e(l, underhood, and explained, than even in military opera- 
rior.s on land ? 

* 9 - 

A fleet on the face of the ocean, on-tho defenhvo, extended in 
line « f battle, and prepared to receive an enemy ctmiing down to 
Tn-ike an attack, as h.is been the late pra^lice, from the wind- . 
V. ; r<-!, may be cosnparcd to an, surniy pofled to great advantage, 
and j rovicUd with numeroils* batteries of cannon, impenetrable if 
attacked ill front j at id fliould any fuch attack be made, that each 

Ihip, 
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Ihlp, comparing it with a fingle battalion, or party of cavalry, 
may retire, fuppofe to leewartl, under cover of feconds on either 
fide (ahead and aRern), and choofing a new pofition, from 
whence the enemy could be annoyed again and again, this may 
be repeated with equal advantage as at lirR, while the fleet, and 
each fliip that makes fuch an attack muR be ruined, crippled, and 
rendered incapable of purfliing, or following. 


OF THE APPLICATION OF THE FOREGOING PRINCIPLES AND 
IDEAS, WITH SOME OF T.HE SEA ENGAGEMENTS OF THIS 
PERIOD OF NAVAL HISTORY. 

• 

Admiral Matthews’s engagement in 1744 is the firft of this 
Third Period of Naval Hiftory j it is allb tlie firft in the lift of 
thofe of which we have been able to procure audientic and fub- 
ftantial information of circumftances ; it is allb the firft to be 
ctmlidered, with relpedt to* the application of the foregoing prin- 
ciples, &c. 


application OF THESE PRINCIPLES TO THE CONDUCT OF 
ADMIRAL MATTHEWS, AS MAKING THE ATTACK. 

9 

According to Cafe II., for example, the commander who, in 
leading tin his force, fhall make* his attack with great fuperiority, 
upon any one divilion or part of his enemy, and this divifion lb 
ppft^ thuit it cannot be lupported, has taken the firft ftep to ob- 
tain a vj^ry. 


By 
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By the polition of Admiml Mattiiews’s fleet before the cnr~ 
j';agement, his force was fo clifpofccl, that, had that force beei> 
led on, or liad the force which was led on . been fupported aa 
it /hould have been, the attack might have been made with liich 
ii fuperiority, that the Spanish Admiral, with the Ihips in his 
rear allern of liim, leparated as they were from the van. and cen- 
tre of the combined llc^et, there is not a doubt that tire whole 
•night have been cut oih 

But, confldcring this attack in another view, and according to 
principles. Cafe IV., that Mr Mat'TJIbivs, by carrying down his 
(hip, the Namur, and her Ibconds, the Norfolk and Marlborough, 
in the manner he ditl, had them exjK>icd to a cannonade, un- 
fortunately greater, by^ many degrees, than he could at the time 
bring to oppofc againft it, and by which thefe fhips were lb dif- 
jhled, that, had the Spaniards thought lit to retire, (a manoeuvre 
which the French, their allies, have many times fince, on the like 
octalion, put in prablice), Mr Matthjews neither could liavo 
ltt»p]>ed them, nor cotiltl ho have fidlowod tlxem 


M'PJ.ICATtON or THi: SAME PRINCIPLJiS 'lO THE CONDUC'l 
* OF THE SPANISH ADMIRAX.. 

Confidering that the fleet of the Spanilh Admiral was extend- 
ed to a great length., tliat ho wa.s feparated at a great dillance 
* from 


Admiral Ma i thews’s Engagement, Part I. p. »io., and Plate XVI. 

fig. 2- 
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fix>ni both hx8 van and centre, and that his own divifion was kfr, 
unfupportod ; according to principles. Cafe III., he fhould ha%c 
been defbated. 

Again, m anotlier •view, bail tlic principles, as laid down, been 
thought applicable by the Spanilli commander, or had he been 
inilru^ed, or aware of what has fince been the pradlicc of 
French commanders 5 neither wouUl he have negle<fled to avail 
himfelf»of difahling*Mr Matthews, while coming down to at- 
tack him, that is, while he had the fliperiority of fire in his fa- 
vour ; nor would he, by patiently lying flill, have given time 
fufiicient for Mr Matthews to retaliate, by dilabling liim in 
his turn, but, unhurt, would have witlidrawn his fixips from bat- 
tle for the prefent j and, by bearing away, would have attained a 
new iitudtion, where he might be out of the reach of cannon- 
fhot, and where he might be in preparation to form a new line 
of battle to leeward. No. 1*7. 


OF ADlSllRAL BYNO’.H ENGAOEMENT5, CONSIDERING HOW 1 I 
MAY BE AFFECTED BY *THE AFFEICATION OF THE lORl- 
GOING PRINCIPLES. 

In Admiral Byng's engagement, twelve years after that of 
Mr Matthews, the French no-w themfeivcs alone the opponenjs, 
their mode of defence adopted though defeaive with refpea to 
die difpofition of their force, according to principles. Cafe 11., and 

• F f * • whici' 


• Vide No. 4 ?. Part I. BrijoV Engat,emenf. 
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which lias been proved in anotlier place ; * yet, coulideting the 
mode In which the attack 'was made irpon them, fecms to be the 
bcil which could be imagined in their lituation and circumAancea» 
In great ftrength, arranged in lino of battle tbertifelvcs, .they not 
only difablcd their enemy while coming on to attack <• them, but, 
unhurt, they retreated, and accomplilhed, in the moft complete 
manner, the full purpole of their deftiiiation, by making prize of 
the caftlc and ifiand of Minorca. 

4 

f 

"f’hat tlio French were in noways beholden to clumcc for fuch 
tlefcnce, but that it was ftudied and intended, mud: be evident 
from this, that, in every one of the many engagements which 
tiicy have had ’with our fleets lince that time, when to leeward, 
as on this oecaiion, it has ‘been the mode they have put in prao 
ticc, and it has been juftifled by an equal degree of Aiccei^ in 
every inilance. 

■I 

Jf, then, this ftate of the fubje^ (hall be admitted to be jufl:. 
Admiral Byng’s engagement off Minorca, May 20. ,1756, will 
be the firft in modem times from which any degree of fyffem 
can be formed. <. 

Again, with relpe<ft to the mpde of attack, the part which Mr 
Byng had in tlie adiion, how applicable louver it is with prin- 
ciples Cafe IV., hb van, by this mode of attack, was fb dil|>oied, 
that it could not be fupported. It was expofed, while oQinmg dow u, 
to a cannonade greats by many *d^rees than could be Dougin 

at 

* Th« mode of Sttack propoied, p« 193. Fact I. 
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at the djttte againft it ; and being thereby difabled, and rendered 
incapable of following or purfuing his enemy* and the pnrpole 
cf his deftination left unaccompliflicd, Mr Byno muft be allowed 
to have been worfted. This attack appears to have be^ found- 
jjd upon art idea of taking* deftroying, or difabling* the whole of 
an enemy’s fteet* and, upon tliis idea, to have ailumed a line of 
approach improper, as having given the enemy the greateft poC- 
fible advantage. 

* e 

•In die mode of attack according to this idea, of taking, do- 
ilioyiug, or diiailiiing the whole of an enemy’s fleet, extended in 
line of batde, two lines of approach have been diftinguifhed ; 
the firft, the line of interfeftion, the line of neareft approach, qr 
laikittg line, as put in pradbice, and fo hatrwed by Mr B^nc j the 
Other, that Une put in practice hy Sir George Pocock in his 
^mg^igement, April Sd. l7o8, two years after, in the Eaft Indies, 
and which, for dlftin^oiX,Take, has been termed the line of pur- 

or curve of piufuit. 

• 

Of the firft of thcle lines, (the lalking line), five examples have 
been colle^ed ; and, upon thefe examples, as claflTed in Section I. 
P» 4d. Part L the obfi^'vatlons and demonftrations, pointing our 
the defeats in. tlie arcuftomed mode of attack from the windward, 
are founded. 

t 

Of the fecond of thefe lines, the line of purfiiit, it has alfo 
been defined in the defeription given of Sir George Pooock’vS 
^gageip^t in the Eaft Indies. . It* is not, however, wiihed to be 
underftood that feme one, or all of llicfe five- examples given, do 
not, in’^ome degree, partake of the properties of both of thcle 

F f 2 lines. 
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15m or that Sir Oeoroe Pocock*8 engagement, becaufe of this 
<litlia<flion, (liould not be incltidcd in the lame dais with thefc 
five cv'ir pics, b\it becaufe, on no other occalion, has any thing 
been foid that could give rife to have this line of purfuit defined 
fo accuiatcJy as in this engagement of Sir George PocOck. 


OTHER OBSERVATIONS, BUT APPLICABLE TO PERIOD THIRD 

ONLY. 

1. That, in the many engagements with which this tl'ird 

t 

j). ibdbas been diftinguilhed, the enemy, whether they were to 
’\n'"J’ivard or to leeward, have never Once attempted to make or 
bs.^ia the attack. 

L*. That not. only through the whole, has tliis period been dif* 
tineuirticd by a falbion -■'f extilting the charader of the ihips of the 
enciny, in point of falling, comjvircd with our own ; but, for 
the greater part, it ha^ !>cen dillinguiihc^ by a falhion, as perni- 
< ious as unjuft, vi/. that of depreciating the charadcr of Britifti 
fcMiacn. 


A gentleman * , but not of the profelfion, after reading the 
foregoing naval inquiry as it w’as firft printed, communicated to 
me the following obfeivation ; * The only 'thinj^ which tempts 

‘ one to entertain a doubt with relpe^f to your fyftem is, that the 
‘ beneficial cffedls are fo manifeU^ tliat one wonders they ftiould 
* not have occurred to profciflionai men. 

• * To 

* Dr Adam Smith, author of the Wealth of Nations. 
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To which obfervation, after what has been faid, it is fuflicicnt 
to reply,, th^it fomc defeat has cxifted fomewhere j for if the 
many examples ^ven during this lafl period fliall be confidercd, 
the uniformity , of eile(£t, Ihcwn by them to have taken, place, 
authoriics tjs to conclude, that chance of war had not been con- 
terned j for otherwife Ibmc one unlucky £hip might have been 
taken or funk, or might have been blown up in the air, £C(*cidents 
fretjuent, nay infallibly attendant on fuch other occaiions, during 
tlie» cou^fc of jhe former period of naval hiftory. 


JSMO.JPF FART III. 


KAVAI. 
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»ART IV. 


INTRODUCTION. 

» 

• 

W ITH the year 1782, the lafl: of the A«\erican war, re- 
markable for a lories of interelling events, and of new 
and fingular exertions of Qaval abUity, we will begin the Fourtli 
part of this work. The fortunate turn which then was given to 
naval affaiiw, and the iplendid achievements then performed, 
render that important year the proper commencement of a Fourth 
period in the hiftory of Naval Taftics.* But, although vidkories, 
ei}iiany fplcndid with thofe of the year 1782, have been recent- 
ly obtainctl and merit particular examination ki a treatile on 
Naval Tadlics, yet this part of the prefent work does not profcls 
to embrace any account of ihelp late glorious tranladtions, and 
will extend no farther tlian what was originally propofed. 

That 


V • Ho\ve’$, ifl. of June 1796.— Earl of St Vincent’s, I4di of Fe- 
bruary ii *)7 
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That the whole of this Fourth part was written while the au- 
thor was under the immediate impreflion of the enthufiafin ex- 
cited by the merit of the anions at the time, he cannot deny : 
nor will he diflemble, that the event, with the confideration of 
which this part is to commence, viz. the plan and dnteii>rize to 
relieve the illand of St Chriftophers, is, of all naval exhibitions, 
the iirft, which had given him any real pleafure in making the 
defeription. With relpe£t to the other o&iervations, they exprels 
what were the . feelings of moft people at the time ; And now, 
after a lapie of more than twenty years, he has not yet leen, rea- 
fon fufficient to induce him to any alterations. 


SLR 
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.-ilR SAMUEL HOOD’S ENGAGEMENT, 


DESCRIPTION or THE SEVERAL ACTIONS BETWEEN THE 
BRITISH PI-F,ET, COMMANDED BY SIR SAMUEL HOOD, AND 
TIIE-I RENCH ELEET, COMMANDED BY COUNT DE GRASSE, 
pFF ST CHRISTOPHERS, THE Si4TH, a5Tn, AND 2GTH OE 
FEBRUARY 17S'2. 

A few months alter the unfortunate; , cataftfoplie of Lord 
Cornwallis’s army at York-'l'own ifi tW Chefipeak river. Sir 
Samuel Hood being at Barhadocs, and hearing that an attack 
Jiad been made upon the ifland of St Chrillophers, by a i)Owerful 
armament under the comnfand of C’ount dc Grasse, fet fail for 
its relief with twenty-two fliips of the line, five frigates, and 
two Ichooucrs. He arrived oft' the fouth-eaft end of the ifland of 
Nevis, at day-break of the 24th Eebruary 17S2 ; when, dire«fling 
the fijuadron to be formed in line of battle,- he determined, to 
attack the fleet of the enenty, conlifting of thirty-three Ihips, and 
then lying at anchor in Baflii Terra Road, ifland of^t Chrirtophers. 

Plate XTIl. fig. 1. A, T-lie Britilh fleet fuppofed on their courfe 
round the ifland of Nevis, on the morning of the 24th. F, The 
fleet of the enemy at anchor in Baflu Terra Road, having their 
Vim far to windward of the rear.. 


Sir Samuel’s Inflnuflions to each ftiip, given in St..Johj)'s 

^ e Road, 



l^AVAL TACTICS. 


Koad) Antigua, were, ‘ T o^ and on till abrcaft of the van of the 

* enemy, as per coutfe B B ; and alter having delhered tach Ihip 

* her whole fire upon the ty^p headmoft fliips of the tneiny, to 

* haul off in focceflion, as percourlb C C C ; and then, hy tacking, 

* to return in the lonie luccelfion, and again, and ag.iin, to repea^ 

* each Ihip her whole fire. ’ By which ingenious urethod it was 

intended, lirft, to cut off or deftitoy thelc tuo hcadmoll lliips, 
wliich Ixing elTodled, to repeat, in the fame manner, the attack 
upon the next two Ihlps alletlh. ' * 

1 iic ini'^ortune of the Ihip Alfred running alx)ard of. the 
Nj mph in the morning, fbon after the lignal was thiown out, 
ocf dioning much delay, the enemy had inteliigence of Sir Sa- 
MUi 1 ’s aj'tpiroadit ; dreading the confequences of an atUck, 

in the tituation they were* then in, quitted their anchorage and 
put to lea, as per courfe G O ; and in the afternoon, and during 
the whole night of the 24th, kept tiifce or four miles to leeward 
of the Biitilh fleet, which was ftill Hnider the weft end of the 
i/land of Nevis. 


iya i 5 8 g s gM i ri i araw *4 m 6i 


EXTRACT or SIR SAMUEL HOOD’s LETT! R. 

* » 

* At day-light of the 2 5th, we plainly dilcovei ed *? lail of the 

* cncmy*s Ihips, of wliich of two decks ‘1 nned in a Um i- 

* head. I m^ide every appearance of an aU k, viliich tim w 

* the f^ouNi Dl Orasse ' a diule from the i f>re : And as I 
‘ thought I had ^ fair prolpcift of gaining the anchorage he left, 

* * and 
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* and well knowing it was the only^ch^tc t liajd ’of fa^ng the 

* illand, if it was to be faved, I pulhed fon|it, and fucci^led, by’ 

‘ having my rear and j>art of my centre en^ged. ' . 

* 'T'h« enemy gave a preference to CoMJMQOOitE AfplECK j 
• ‘ but he kept up fo noble a fire, arwl was fo- .i^^ptted by his fc- 
‘ cond^ Captain CoitKvv:Aij:.t8 and hoRb Ro be|lt an- 

‘ NERS, that the k>fs aiid dan)ages luillaihed in thoitib ih^'is were 
‘•but trifling, and they very much pfefervqd the other fhips in 

* the rear, ’ &ic. {/hui ^ter-wards he fiiys\ ‘ Woidd the nx^t of 
‘ a battle have determined tlxj fate of- the iilaad, I would without 
‘ hcfitation have attacked the enemy, from a knowledge how 
‘ much was to be expciLled from an RngUllv fquadron, cominand- 
‘ cd by men amongll whom is no other contention, than who 

jdiould be moll forwartl in rendering fervices to his ICtng and 
‘ CouiHry : herein I placed the utiuofl; confiilmcc, and ihouid 
. ‘ not, I trufl, have been difappointed. 

‘ I anchored his Majefty’s fijuadron in a’clofe line ahead.. 

* Next morning about eight o’clock, I was attacked from van to 
‘ rear with the whole force of the enemy (29 fail), for nearly 

* two • hours, without having the load: yilible impreflion made 
‘ upon my line. The French fhips then wore and flood off 

* again, and in the afternoon . began a lecoud , attack upon riiy, 
‘ centre -and r^ar, \vitlvno better fnccefs than before ; fince which 

the Count De Grasse has kept a fafe diftancc. — — Many of 
^ die Ftenchi iliips have fufFerecl confiderably. * 

G g 3 
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DESCRIPTION. 

-■% 

Plate XIV. fig. 2. A, Sir Samuel Hood with the Britilh 
fleet lying off the noi*th-weft end of the Ifland of Nevis in the 
morning of the 25th February at day-light, and intending to bring 
his fleet to an anchor in the ground Count 13e Grasse had left ; 
but, at the fame time, endeavouring to amul'e the Count wkli 
the appearance of a delign of making an attack upon him. 

1), The van of the Britifli fijuadron now come to an anchor 
under Green-point in a clofia line ahead, and with Iprings to 
bring the broadfide of eacT Ihip to bear upon an enemy, who 
xniglit attempt to come down and attack them. 

C, The rear of the Britifh fleet under Commodore Aefleck, 
with part of the "centre ilillaining, while coming to an anchor, an 
attack from tlie enemy. 

b', Tlie French cannonading ; but at fiich a diftance, as nowile 
•obftriKfbetl the Britilh Iquadron from coming to an anchor. 

The French fleet then wore and Hood oft* to lea again, as per 
courfc G Q. « 

Plate XIV. fig. 3. A, The Alfi'cd, Canada, and Refolution, in 
the morning of the ‘2Gth at 6 o’clock, having been ordered to 
lliift their ground, as the evening before they had anchored too 

far to leeward, and too near to the edge of the bank and 

being under way, theie Ihips, froin tliis pofition, had it more in 
their power to overawe the enemy, and prevent them from 
doubling back upon the Britilh , Iquadron, when they came to 
make tlic attack forne houis after. v . . 

* Withoat tlie bank> from tlic imi):ic4iate deptli of watci*, there U hp 
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B, The Britilh i^uadron in the morning, conlUling of other 1 9 
Blips, At an anchor with iprings, lb that each lliip in the line 
miglit, at one and the lame time, be brought to bear' upon an 
enemy coming down to make an attack. 

F, Hie French fleet, about 8 o’clock in the morning, advanc- 
ing to the attack wnth 29 fliips j and, liaving begun the attadk upon 
the van, -as at H, they ranged along the whole Bridlh line, as 
peft dotted line of courfe II; then hauling up aftern, as at K K, 
they evidently meant to rake tlic flxips in our reax*, or might 
have intended to Ixave doubled back towards A ; but, overawed 
by the three forelaid (hips, the Alfred, Canada, and Refolution, 
under way at A, they wot:e in fuccellion, and luuled oflT to fea, 
as per coiurfe L L L. • ^ 

M M, The enemy now on the llarboard tack, and on the x*e- 
tnm to the fecond attack, which they made upon the centre and 
rear, in the afternoon of the fame clay, after having taken fuch 
an oiling as enabled them to fetch our fleet. 

N, Guana Hill, from which the Britilh ftjuadi'on was threaten- 
ed to be bombarded. 

O, Mooring’s Hills, where General Prescot had the 
fkirmilli with the Irilh brigade; and where Monsieur de 
Bouille declined attacking him. 

The' enemy, afterwards kept in the ofHng, not choollrig to make 
another attack upon Sir 'Samuel, who, not having it in his 
power to give farther afliftance to the iflaixd, after l O or 12 days, 
cut his cables, laying hold of jthe opportunity, while the enemy 
had come to an anchor off" the iiland of Nevis ; *and taking his 
courfe by the north end’ of the ifland of St Chriftophers, and by 
Sambriio, ftood to the northward. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The Angularity, or rather novelty^ of this aAair, lb • very im- 
pomnt kt all its confiiquences, cRhn(!R be paiTed Over witliout* 
Endeavouring to ^ivb it a liiU cbnlSdEtRtlOn. ; and that this may 
be done tvith the greater SiU^aAbdity^ it wiH be ncccCiry to ftato 
the faifts Amply as they artu 

Hearing that a fleet of Sd jChi|)8 of the enemy wen* lyit.?; at 
anthor, Baflh T^jrra Road, irt fuppOEt of the fioweriul aivack 
which they Were then malring upon the tflaml of St Chrifto- 
j^hers, StV Sam'oel Hood, With a mUeh inferitrfr force, conJift*- 
ing of 22 lltips only, ycfolves to attack them in this lituation. 

The French, diledverirtg Wb inteittions before his Approach, 
and feeling, it feoms, tlie fitudrion which they were in diiadvBn> 
tjgooiis, tjuitced it, and put to fea. 

Sir Samui-l, thus difappointed in his intended Bttatek, but 
confident that the obtaining a commttnication with, and fupport- 
ing the fame, was the only chance left him of laving the iflund, 
by a daring llroke in leamnnlhip, Icldom before diis time at- 
temptal, in the face of this enemy, and even wlttle in the adS: of 
fuflaining a furious attack from the enemy, britigs liis fleet to an 
anchor in the lelf-lame portion, or ilsRion, which they but a lit- 
tle before, and with a fleet lb V^ry nruda lu^rior, hRd ijubtcd, 
as thinking it untenable. 

'Ilje enemy firft having Tuilerod dtetxilelves to be diflodged, 
and aflcrwards havhig fulfered ihforlotr to Come 40 )co, 
anchor, dcterihined, if polI%9b, to wipe off the double 
by attempting an attack in thdr fcmru ‘ \ 

But 
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But this attack was either ib ili cQuduaed, or fo feebly fup- 
ported} that, thouj^h it was twice attempted^ they, as unetjual 
to the talk, patiently peimitted the Britifli Admiral to keep his 
port for 12 days, without ever afterwards attempting to difturb 
him. 

On the part of the enemy there were liere no accidejots, which, 
as in all other Ibrmer cates, might be laid hold of, and held up as 
an ^cxcule for want .of .tuccefs ; notiuug from wiiids, tides, or 
blowing up of particular thips, not the lots of a tingle mart or 
yard to fumith the lhadow of an exenfo, citlter for qui|tting 
their anc)iorage,*or, after the^ had, for not oveipOwerijng witlj 
their numbers rti inferior a fleet, occupying, and even fixed to, 
an anchorage, and affording an e<|ual ^)pportunity of being at- 
tacked for 1 2 fucceflive days. ’ , 

On the part of dm Britith will be found a .plan, gallantly, 
but prudently formed, to attack a force fuperior, as tliree to two, 
which if it was not put irdo cxPCUtiou, it was l^aulb the ene- 
my had prudently declined- Again, in confequence of a ftiU 
more daring plan having been formed immediately upon the 
above difappoantment, we find them, in defiance of all former 
rules (in the face of this fuperior fl.e^t, v/ho had taken every 
means of obftnurtion, and even whUe they were maintaining a 
comliat with tliis fleet), bringing their fhips.to an -anchor without 
a poffibility of Ifbing prevented. , Afterwards, we find them diC* 
jK>fed at anchor in fo martefly a that little lols was ful- 

tained, thougli two -feveral attacks were made in the £uhe day, 
by an enemy who had it iu their choice to take ev«y advantage. 

Laftly, that there might bo no^ng wanting to i^lablilh a 
complete^ proof of Britilh fuperiority, we find them keeping, 

widiout 
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without difficulty, that port which had been thought untenable, 
fending relief on fliore, and maintaining a communication with 
the ifland for 1 2 days, without interruption. 

During the more ancient and even more heroic days of naval 
prow'els, one fleet, at one time, might liave had the good foitune 
to fhew their valour in tlic attack, as thofe at Cadiz, at Vigo, 
&c. ; and another fleet, at another time, might htivc been fo 
happy as to have an opportunity of exhibiting their fteadincfs in . 
futtaiuing an attack, fuch as that under Bi.ake in the 'Downs ; 
but on no occalion wdiatever has one and the fame fleet been fo 
fortunate, as in this of Sir Samuei. Hood forcing their oppo- 
nents to fb complete and unequivocal an acknowledgment of their 
luperiority in both cafes, whether wc fhall cotifider their courage • 
and pcrfeverance, or their fkill in (camanfhip. 

As there can be no doubt that this contrail drawn between 
the two fleets is a juft one, what ought then to be the feelings of 
our countrymen upon this occafion, . compared to that ftate of 
\inivcrfal defpondenco into which 'the whole nation was plunged 
but a few mouths before ? 

rcrha}>8 it may be laid, by thofe who wifh to lower or depre- 
ciate the importance of tliis event, that the enemy, being con- 
Icious of their great fuperiority in tlic Weft Indies, had, with- 
out thinking if ncceflauy to take' the proper precautions, come to 
an anchor in dilbrder ; but, not thinking it ' ptb^er for them to 
fuftain, or permit an attack in tl^ ftate from a fleet even much 
inferior, had prudently quitted their anchorage j or, being advif* 
cd of the appj’oach of the Britilh 'fleet, inferior in ftrength, they 
ha<l put to fea, with the intention to cut oflT all hopes of their 
making a retreat j or, being fadsfied of the importan<;e of po£- 

fdfing 
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iefTiiig a rupcrior fleet u> tlie end cS the war, and knowing, at 
the fame time, that rifjthii.g cf-u’d lie done e.Teclually to retard 
their operations in taking live illand, they were tielermincd to rifk 
riclhing. 

All this, liowcver, it it proves any thing, j->i*ovcs their inferio- 
•lity in feamanfln[>, <jr that they wxrc dctcnnijied to iiglit Ihy, as 
tiu y have done on every former occafitjn, and ilionld as ciredlnal- 
ly exalt the fpirits and* courage of Hritilh feanien, ;is it ihonld de- 
pr<5& ilvafe of the enemy. 

^It has been atked, it is true. Why fliould not this llcv.t have 
put t<j fca ? 'I vventy-two well copjiertd ihips, of winch it con- 
lilled, Jiright he fiid to have hceu a mutch luiheient for tlie licet 
ot CouN’ i' l^iv Grass!’., although lupetior in nnlnher. No opi- 
nion will be given on this point ; hut, fronj i!ie win do of the con- 
duct, and, by keeping tliis llalioit fo long in th.c ficc of liieh a 
fuperior force, it Ibould Ihew w'hat might have heen die fortunate 

ifliic, had the Britilh licet* at once Keen earned Into the Ghela- 

• • 

peak in fupport of Lord Cornwali.js, in place of the vain 
and fruitlofs attempt of bringing the eiicii^y to actiem, but a few 
months before, on the oUi of September ITSl, which was after- 
wards attended with fucli dreadful cunftquenccs. 


About i\\ri or tlirce yci^rs after thclc cn;:*Mjreni*v-Mts ofr St beijig 

iti convcrfalion with a an i>ilirer who lomnittiulcd a Hiip tlit rc at t]ic 

time, aral who, ralae.r oiiVntiecl the obfervatiojii cxprcficcl as abtivc (for he, 

it fecn^s, had been of a diilcrent opinion fiom ihc Ailmirfi!, about tiio plan of tlu: 
fcrvicc projected), upon being ulTcccI, truly Lad pa(L:cl in Ido mind on tlvdn^ 

his gallant friend Connnodorc /\fvcrck hnnging to un ancIiQr ihu rear of ilic 
fleet, vehilc yet Vv. irmly engaged with tlir enemy ? (for fhe fhip c omnr.uidcd by 
this ofliccr had bvvn amor. g tlie fiiR in flic ^an to be brougijt to an aiuliuiV. 

H h . ' Wl.v, 
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•"VVhy, ay, * fays he, with an enthufiaftic agitation, * why, ay, that was a mag- 
nifat nt tight, a fight the mofl: intcrefling that ever wasfeeh ! ’ And how was it 
the next Jay, wliilc tlie enemy made their attack, and twice run down along your 
Kne from van to rear, without being able to make imprcflion upon a (ingle fliip ? 

* Why, ay, ^ rctuTiicd he again, ^ that was ftill more glorious indeed ; and there 
^ was not ,i boy on board the whole fleet, who did not feel he was* a feamaii. ' 
And A Brit 111 leaman, thought I, a chara£ler the like of which never did in the • 
world exill before- This is all I have to require, was rny reply ; for it was the 
fpitit and gallantry difplayed in the execution of the cntcrprife itfelf, which was 
riic objedl of importance with me^ 


SIR 
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SIR GEORGE BRYDGES RODNEY’s ENGAGEMENT, 

• ON TliK 12TI1 APRIL 17S2. 


I NT RODUCTION. 

It 18 t\Mth great plcafurc that we Hill are able to luring forward 
ail, accurate defeription, and iii all its great extent, of Sir 
George Brydgks Rodney’s inofl celebrated battle of tlio 12 th 
of April ; and that the accuracy of this delcription may be pro- 
perly fupported, we' have only to mention, that, belldes I*ord 
Rodney’s letters to the Admiralty, \ve »have the teftimony of 
the late Lord Cranstoun, one of the Captains, of the Admiral’s 
fhip the Formidable. This very able, and intelligent officer, who 
firft took poilcffion of the,* Villo do Paris, x^dmiral Count Oe 
Grasse’s fhip, and was font homo with the dilpatches, did me 
the honom* to leek me out, and was fo kind as to liirnifh a num- 
ber of fketches, and even to affift with a great part of the deferip^ 
tion. Lord Rodney too himfelf, in a private letter, of a date fo 
late as.l'Mh June 1789, has given an account, by way of narra- 
tive, of lus tranfatlions, campaign 1782, in which is included 
this battle of thfi 1 2tli April *. 

H-h 2 FROM 

* This letter was tranfiiiili-Hl to »ne by a,con;mou friend, the late General 
Robekt Clerk, together with a cojiy of N.»val Tj£lics, as printed January i. 
1781 1. which copy contains a*numbcr of i^alijahle marginal notes in his Lord- 
ihip’s owrv handwriting ; but, coming too late, they could not be imrctlucetl, 
tliough particularly relating to part fixft of this work, when reprinted aiid pub * 
liihcd 1790 .. 
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FROM TFIIi I.ONDON GAZETTE. . 

^dmiralty-Offii'c^ ISth May 178*2. 

L'a'-.l CKAysTOV^-^ oue of the Captains of bis Majijly s Jldp the 
FurundabL\ and Captain Byron of the jtndromc/vbe^ in 
ivhich Jl'ip bis JjirdJhip came a ptlfflNiget\ arrix'cd early t/tis 
vmrning •with d'f patches from ildmiral Sir Georg K Bryoges 
Rooney^ Bart,, Knight of the Bath, and Commander in Chief 
cf bis Majejly s Jbips at the J j^civard IJhinds, to Mr S YE- 
PHEXSf of •which the following are copies. 

Formidable, at Sea, April 14. 1782. 

« 

It has plcafed 'God, out of his divirfe providence, to grant to 
his rvlajclly’s arms a moft complete vidlory over the fleet of his 
enemy, commanded by the Count De Grasse, who is him- 
A;if captured with the Vijle de Paris, and four other Ihips of his 
fleet, befides one funk in the action. This important victory 
was obtained the 1 2th inflant, after a battle which lafled, with 
unremitting fury, -from feven in the morning till Iialf part fix 
in the evening, when the letting fun, put an end to the conteft. 
Botli fleets have greatly fuffered ;* hut it is with the higheft fa- 
tisfa£tion I can aflure their Lordfliips, that though the mafts^ 
falls, rigging, Jmd hulls of tlip Britilh fleet are damaged, yet tlic 
lofs of men has been but fm£tU>* confidcring the length of the bat- 
tle, an.d the clofe adlion they fo long fiiflained, and ih which 

. . both 
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botE fleets lookcil tijMsii ti»e honour of tlitir King :xud coimtrjr 
to be mofl: eflenlially conrCTncd. The great iupi)ly of naval (lores 
lately arrivetl in the Weft Indies, will, I Hatter inylelf, foon re- 
pair all th« damages his Majefty’s fleet has fiiftained. 

• The gallant behaviour of the oflicers and ii’.cn of the fleet 3 
have the honour to command, has been liich as muft fijr ever 
endear them to all lovers of their King and country. The no- 
bid beNaviotir of my (ecoud in command. Sir Samuei. Tloon, 
who, in both a^ftions, moft . conlpicuoully exerted himfelf, de* 
inands my warincft encoiuiuras. ISIy third in command, Rear- 
Admiral Drake, who, with his divilion, led the battle on the 
1 '2th inftaivt, deferves the highoft praife ; nor can Icfs be given 
to Gotnmodorc Aefi.eck for his gaUant^ behaviour in leading 
the centre divifion. My own Captain, Sir Charles Douglas, 
merits every thing 1 can poflibly (ay ; his unremitted diligence 
and adlivity greatly eafed me in the unavoidable fatigue of tlic 
day. In fliort, I want words to cxprcis how ienftblc I am of 
the meritorious conduct of all the captains, oflicers, and men, 
who had a (hare in this glorious victory, obtained by their gal- 
lant extrtions. The enemy's -whole -army, confiding of .5500 
men^ were on board their (hips of war. The deftnaftion among 
them- muft be prodigious, as, for- the groateft pait. of the a€lion, 
every gun told ;<md, their Lordfliips may judge what havock muft: 
have been made, when the Formidable fired near eighty broad- 
fides. 

KncloTed, 1 have the honour to fend, for their inlj^edlion, tlie 
Britilh and French lines of battle, with the account of the kil- 


• m • 
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led and w’ouiulod, and the damages iuftained by his Majefty's 
fleet. Lord Cranstoun, who aiSIed as one of the Captains of 
the Formidable during both actions, and to whole gallant behavi- 
our I am much indebted, will have the honour of deU\«cring thefe 
difpatchcs. 'I*o him 1 mufl. refer their lx)rdlhips for every minute' 
particular they may wilh to know, he being pcrtctlly mailer of 
the whole tranfadlion. That the Brililh flag may for ever 
rilh in every quarter of the globe, is the moft ardent wiiU of llhn 
who has the honour of being, with great regard, 

SLR, &c. 

. G. B. Rodnev. 


EXTRACT or A LETTER FROM SIR O. B. RODNEY TO MR 

STEPHENS. 

r 

ForttiidfAle^ at Sea, April 14. 178*2; 

On the 5th of April, I received intelligeucb that the enemy 
were embarking tlieir troops on board the ihips of war, and con- 
cluded they intended to lail in a very few days. . CaptMn By- 
ron of the Andromache, an a£live, btilk, and diligent officer, 
watched their potions witlt fuch attention, that, on the 8th in- 
ftant, at day-light, Ite made the lignal of the enemy *s coming 
out, and Handing to the north-weft. 'I inftanfly made the filial 
to weigh } and having looked into the bays of Fort Royal and St 
Pierre, wheie no enemy’s (hips remained, I made the<-ftgnal for 
a general diale ; and, before ‘d^y-light, came, up with the enemy 
under Dominique'; where totli fleets were becalmed, fpd conti- 
nued 
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nued lb for fome time. The enemy la*ft got the vviml, and ftr od 
towards Guadalolipe. My van divifion, under that gallant ofii^ 
cer Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, received it next, and 
Hood after - them. At nine the enemy began to cannonade my 
van, which was returned with tl>e greatcll brifkncls. The baflhng 
\vinds, under Dominique, did not permit pan of the centi'e divi- 
fion to get into action with the enemy’s rear till half pall eleven, 
and then only the lliip* next to me in the line of battle. 

•Their Lordlhips may eafily imagine the mortih*. ation it mull 
have been to the fixteen gallant officers commanding the (hips 
of the rear, who could only.be lpe£tators of an a^lion in which 
it was not in their power to joiir, being detained by the calms 
under Dominique. The enemy’s cannonade ceftfed upon my 
rear’s approach, but not before they had ^donc conildcrable da- 
mage to the Ihips of the van, and di fabled the Royal Oak and 
Montague, and his Majofty had loft a gallant officer, viz. Captain 
Bayne of the Alfred, and a nnml>cr of officers and fenmen, as 
mentioned in the account ti'aTifmittcd to their LqrSlhips ; but Inch 
was the ftpady behaviour of Sir Samuel Hood, and the Ihips 
of the van, that -the enemy received more damage than they oc- 
calioncd? The night of the 9tli inftan* the fleet lay*^ to, to repair 
their damages. The loth, they continued to turn to windward 
under an eafy lail, tlie enemy’s fleet continuing to do the lame, 
and always .had»it in their power to come to adlion, which tliey 
cautipufly avoided, and rendered it impoffiblc for me to force 
them in the lituation they were in, between the Saints and 
the iiland of Dominique, On the l ith of April, the enemy hav- 
in^. gained conftderablv to windwanl, and the wind blowing a 

• - • ' freffi 
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frefli and fteady gale, I made the hghal for a general chuie to 
windward, -which continued tKe whole day. Towards fun-fet,, 
fome of the hcadmoft fltips of the fleet hatl approached near to 
one of the enemy’s fliips that had received damage in the late ac- 
tion, unci had certainly taken her, if Count De Grasse had 
not here down with his whole fleet for her protcilion, wltich’ 
brought Iiitn to near, that I flattered myfelf he would give me 
an opportunity of engaging him the next d?iy. With that view F 
threw out the figiud for the form of Failijig, and flootl with *the 
whole fleet to the fouthward till two o’clock in the morning j 
then tacked, and had the hajtpinefs,* at day-light, to find my inoft 
liingiiiac delire was near being accompli ihed, hy my having it 
in my power to force the enemy to battle. Not one moment 
was loll in putting it iuto ’execution : The confcquerice has been 
liich as I have had the honour to reprefent in my former letter of 
this day ; and can liiy no more, than that too much praife cannot 
be given to the gallant officers and mcfi of the fleet I liad the ho- 
nour to command. 


G.’B. Rodney. 


THE 
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THE DESCRIPTION OF THE BATTEES OF THE DTII AND 12Tlf 
OF APRIL 1782, FOUGHT BETWEEN THE BRITISH SQUA- 
DRON, COMMANDED BY SIR GEORGE BRYDGES RODNEY, 
AND THE I RPNCH SQUADRON BY COUNT DE GRASSE. 

Pn Monday, the 8th of April 1782, fignal was made from 
th^ Britilh crullers off Fort Royal Martinico, that the 

French fleet, attended by a number of tranfpoitt., were then got 
under w’ay. Our fleet immediately weighed from Groffe Iflct 
Bay, St Lucia, and flood after them to tlic northward, under 
the weft end of Martinico, and loon gt)t ‘fight of part of their 
men of war- The purfuit was continued, during the night, with 
all the 1^1 that could be made, directed by the enemy’s night fig- 
nals. Hie wind a frclh gale at N. E. by E. ' At two in the morn- 
ing, the Valiant, being to windward, difeovered the enemy under 
the north end of the ifland of Dominica. At three o’clock the 
fleet brgught to by fignal ; the enemy at that time nearly licaring 
north, Asc. 

Plate XV. fig. 1. A, The Britilh fleet, at ivi^'o in the morn- 
ing of die 9th of April, difeovering part of the French fleet under 
the north end of Dominica at P; at three o’clock bi ought to by 
fignal i at half part five the fignal was thrown out to prepare for 
battle. The line to be formed* at twd cables length alunder, and 
the fleet to fill and fland.on. 
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G, The French fleet afterwards^ at five in the morning, on 
the ftarboard tack, working to windward in the Channel, between 
the iflands of Dominica and Ouadaloupc, where they had a 
fteady breeze. 

H, One of the enemy’s (hips, at this time fb far to leeward^, 
that (he muft have been taken, had not tlie wind failed us, while 
Ihc had it fb frelh as ferved her foon to recover her flation. 

ft 

«> 

* 

Plate XV. fig. 2. A, The van of the Britifli having at - lafl: 
got the breeze, fetched up with the centre of the enemy, fliU<up~ 
on the ftarboard tack, when they were fired upon about nine o’- 
clock, where, for the fpace of an hour, they fiiflaincd a diilant 
cannonade finom as many of the enemy’s fliips as could be brought 
to bear upon them. The centre and rear, in the mean time, ly- 
ing ftill becalmed under the ifland of Dominica, at B. 

F, The French not all in order of battle,^ as fomc of their 
Ihips were endeavouring to wwk to wAndward. 

Plate XV. fig. 3. A, The centre of the Britifh having after- 
wards got the breeze, joined the van about noon, when the ac- 
tion, after an interval of two hours, was renewed ; but the Duke, 
the Formidable’s fecv>nd aft.jrn, was the llernmoft fliip engaged 
upon this occafion ; the 1 6 fifips in the rear divifion, and aftern 
jof her, not being able to get up. 

B,. The van of the Britiflu • 

The centre now having joined the van, the cannonade was 
continued an Jnour and three quarters, until the rear, whi<^.had, 
in the mean whilp, been bcpalmed at C,.be^an to join and^ clofe 
the line alfb, as at D. - 

F, 
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F, *1 he enemy, (who, during all this time, kept, as ufual, at fuch 
a diilance as Ihcw^ccl that they meant to dilable), as Toon as they 
law the jim£lion of the whole Britifl\ fleet, hauled off to wind- 
ward, tacking from the, van, as per line of couiie FI IF. 

, O, TTic enemy’s fleet of tranlports llretching away to wind- 
ward of the Saints. 

The enemy did not at firfl. appear to have fuffered much ; bur 
foon after, however, one of them I'ccined to be crippled ; and, af- 
terwards, we found two Iiad received fo much hurt, that they 
were obliged to bear away to Balle Terre, Guadalovipe, to refit ; 
fo that they were not in the lecond action, which was afterwards 
Ibught on the 1 2th 

. The 1 Oth of April was fpent in refitting and keeping our v/ind, 
and ihifting the van and rear divilions,’ as. the van Jtad fuflered 
in the a^ion of the ninth. 

I i 2 Plate 


'* From IjORD Rodney’s Narrative, cotttairud hi hts pri%yatc letter rtZ-r'Ttf mcniiOJiciL 

• 

• About two o’clock in the morning of the yth of April, the l^rltifh fleet came 

* up with the enemy’s unt'.cr Dominique ; both were becalmed. 'The enemy firll 

• got the wind, and Rood towards Cuadaloupc'’^ ihc BrltiRi voii followed, as <lid 

* the centre, when the brccTje readied them, 'rhe enemy attacked the van, ami 

• a cannonade enfued ; but it ceafed M;hcn the Admiral and his two fcconds 

• joined his van. In vain \ when the Admiral got abreaft of the Villc de Vari.s, 

• he laid his main-top fail aback^ for the French Admiral to boar down and en- 

* gage : He kept hh diftance 5 and plainly indicated it was not his bufincfs 

• bring on a battle, as the enemy’s whole fleet liad got the wind, and could have 

* brought them to engage half ol‘ tl^e Knglilh. Admiral Rodney had his figu.d 
^ ready to w'car and ftand to Ills rear, fevcij fail of which were becalmed at a 

* very confidcrable diftance.# However, |ho^nfmy w’oiUd not rifle ilic attack 
^ and the^breeze foou reaching the rear, it foon joined the centre. ’ 
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Plate XVI. fi«. *•. A, Tlio BvitUK fleet, in the morninjv of ilsc 
J ith, peiveivijig two difabled fhips under the iflunda of Saints, 
at G, chafed them into Bafle Terre, Guaddciipc ; hut, loon a^r, 
difeovenoj.' tw<i others far to windward, and dlfihlcd, at II, near 
tlic noilh cud of I>omirtica, a general chaic was ordered, oidy, 
tlnec or four of the French fleet bcijig at this time vifible, at I, 
from the h'oruiidablc’s maft-head. But, upon the Agamcra- 
iiou and C’dicrs, at B, coming near the Ihips, at H, CnvviT pn 
Gk \ssi , though far to windward, bore down, as at b, to pro-^ 
tCiSl hn t'N’o dtfiblcd lltips. Upon this tiie Agamcmmm, and 
the otlicr Ihips, advanced in the purtuit. Upon the lignal to call 
in aP cruifers, they retunic'd to their relpc«ii:ive ftations in the Unc. 

I’late XVX %. 5. . A, the Bridlh fleet, at two o’clock in the 
morning of the 12th, after having run to the fouthward from B, 
tlutr i>olltion the evening before, having taken advantage of the 
wind, as at W, which generally hauls jto the northward in the 
Weft Indies in the evening. At which time, (viz. two o’clock), 
having tacked to the northward, the French were difeovered broad 
imder their lee-bow, in ibme confijfion, at F ; and one of their 
(hips was dire£Hy to leewafd, at G, with her bow-fprk gone, and 
Ijcr fore-maft acroft her fore>caftle, towed by a frigate, and the 
wind at £. S» £.,* as at Z, 

C, The Valiant and Monarch were ordered down the 

rear to engage thi? dUabled Ihip with her conAvt, which 4t)][diged 
Count de Gkassb to edge down, as at IF, to their p^ec* 
tion. , * ' V . 

D, The van of the BzitUh, about 4 or 5 o’clock, leading tlie 

ftaihoard 



I>l> 





enoaoem^nt. 
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; “**« to avoid ao ac- 

this iKipa in cliar©,- were ordered 

'pSatioos. 

i6£ their Situation, fbmuiig; on a Ixvrboard 
s^erwarHa cwning about from E. S. E. to 
as at hopes of reaming their 

dift^ce^ niore oKj^ially as their van, at this time, 
tef,j^i%;,taVifidw^d of the Britidi. 

The Britifli fleet. 

£h^r lading £hips having gained the 

At moTOi^, '3*e Marlborough, the lead- 
ing ihif> 0i -,tbe van.of the B^thh, . Jfc^v the fifUi (hip 

of 


\;;;>JiJ!'l>i':J.i.'i'i.iii^i, ;' I . .11 ' I niBi 

■ ■ ' ■* *\ *■ ' .-. - '- . • ’ ■ . 

‘ ..- •vv.y-,-,-'.' Narraitive continued. 

: in endeavouring to bring die enemy 

to^uVf in tl^ afternoon, die enemy bore down to pro- 

; *^;|f being cut oft; This brought 

th^inft po^ti9n: iAtf He iaftantly iilued orders to fail dur- 

*" of faa«« s to put all lights out j to Hand 

*“ ** «>oniing ; and then the whole fleet to 
tge .enemy, who had np conception that 
^jMight, and inftantly formed the 
f-_.f^ «.^y fprmijd thciw upon the lar- 
' !>«* ‘be neatnefc of the Britifli 

.^RCCi^oh^ a'^d the 4pe,t hdtitig the |.ec- 
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of the line of the enemy, was fired upon j * when the fignals 
for clofc a^ion, and to dole tlic line, were thrown out. 

9 

J f 

Plate XVII. fig. 7. A, Tito van df the Brttilh 
and clofely (but on oppofite tacks) atnhg the enemy's line, eadi 
fhip giving and receiving a heavy fire* 

f , The enemy's fleet having gained the wind, racing In like 
noanner in oppofite diredions. ^ , 

B, The Formidable, the Admiral's Ihip, not bearing away, but 
.keeping the wind, &c. at the time when die two fleets might* be 
luppofed to be completely abreafl: of each other, 

Plate XVII. fig. 8. A, The Formidable, the Bridfh Admt- 
i.vi’s ihip, after having given her firft fire to the enemy's fifih fhip, 
and having pa|R;d the Ville de Paris, F, and feconds almofi 
in contad:, kept. her wind, and piercing the enemy's line between 
the fourth and fifth ihip afiem of CouNX GfeASSE’s 

own fliip, the Ville dc Paris, was foUowed by Natnur and 
Duke, the two next fhips ailera. y By which fj^irited,' bold, 

and 


» >* ♦ 

♦ N. I his fliip, the Marlborough, having^ lei^icd tht fifth men- 

utwd 5 and after fuftcring a^cannje>nacle from thirty-one the re«n^h»ing pajtt 

of the onomy’b line, aloixg the whole of which had r^ii> and clofe under then: 
kc i in^perfoiming this and other fervicc, from the Jiinth to thi^ day 

hail three men kilted 6hly, and fixteen woiuuiod^ ' 

A ^ 

I* Rodnet*s NaaKATtvE tfiUtinmtt. 

* The Britllli Admirers ffufi, the Formidable, rested the enemy's 

* from their van,*and beg • t> a very o!ol^ arlioil within half 

* nued fuch a^^ion (lofc along the /ntemy’s line, uttdet an eaiy fail, 'till anefiening 
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and mudc of attack, the enemy's line was not only cut. in 
their van from their rear, but the hcadmofl: fhipb of their 
rear's divUipn, then coming up, were forced away to leeward, as 

, B,^ 'XnC! van of the BrttUh ftill ranging along the remaining 

part of the enemy's rear. 

C, Tlie rear of the Britifh line fd^owing up afte*r tlie Admiral. 
H, The Olorioufe, tire lafl flup' of the van of the* treneh, 
Aretching paft the rear of the Britilh line. 

Plate 

* at the third fhip aflcnt oi the enemy’s Admiial, which gavf' an op- 

* portunity of breaking the<i lin)*, .uid putting theii reai iu tht*\ittno(l confuhon ; 

* when (ia of their (hips falling on board each other, iti that condition the Ad- 

* ndral and divifion attacked them, tore them to pieces, and the moment they 

* had (Uiengaged themfclveh, they bore away light brfoie th» uind. ’ 

Whether it was betwe n the third and fourth fl»ip tliat the line was cut, oi 
bctwc*en the fourth and fifth fliipi as the text has it, is of httle moment. But 
we cannot well omit the following anecdote, as related to me by the late Admi- 
ral C. •'He commanded the St Albans, one of the next flnps aftem of 

dm PomnidaWto, in cutting the French line. When ha got along-i<6dc of this 
' fliip H, fnppofed to thti Gloiicufo, the lad of. the vin diiilion of the enemy, 
•where it Wft» ent afundcr from the roar, he remarked th it (lie did not return a 
jRngle guni nor was Miy l^y to he feen on board, but one man upon tlie poop j 
rmd foBtie acctdc ntal mulket*(liot being fired by tlie marines, this poor fellow 
was n<f more to be feen. After Captain Inclis had p ifTed on a- 
*ltead^ d^clie^ng his attention ftill to this (hip H, a» well as to the Canada, the 
which followed him next aftern, he obfervod that neither did the 
'OlQmttfe.ferurn a gun tosthis Hiip t Biit the Canada, pouring m a whole broad- 
(ylo itttn-ehd GJorieufe, fo dreadful was the .ippearanco to Captain Ikclis, -wI o 
ftW tii« duft, Uu? pieces of timber, and Imolce, which fle-w to a great dilV i i e 
th* fi4e oppofito to ttat ‘where (he had rcteived the blow, it ftemed as il 
the (hip (iitwally fpeaWng) had been blown out of the •water, and as if tlic whole 
in a miift latd berti drivoit to windward. 



NAVAL TACTICS. 


•J52 

Plate XVn. fig. 9, A, B, C, The Fonnidablc, Namur* antf 
Duke, after having cut the line, kept up a powerful 
upon thefe (hips of the rear divifion of the enemy, which hcv 
lore had fisreed to leeward, and which are now going oSt beftjre 
the wind, as at O. <■ ^ 

D, 'File rear qf the Britilh, under Sir S, Hodp, 
after the Admiral. . ' ' 

F, The van of thev Britilh, under the command of Admiral 
Drake. 

G, The headmoft ihips of the rear divifion of the enemy, 
which were forced to leeward by the Formidable, &c. having 
got into a huddle, or group, were, for ibthe time, expoi^ to a 
canTionade from three ftiips, the Formidable, the Namur, and the 
Duke } when the whole of tb»s rear divifion df die Freu^ line, 
confining of the rear and part of the centre, now under Uw con- 
dud. of IVI. Bouoainvili:.e, as foon as the Britilh van had 
ftretched paft, pnt before the wind with all the fail that could be 
canied, cfcaping through the gap, evidently made in thh Britilli 
line, between the van and the attack made by the Fdrmidable ^ 
which part <if the enemjr’s fleet, fen* dlftinfBoo*s lake, |hall be 
vailed the northern divifion cf flight, which w'as not purfixed. 

F, The van of the enemy, Arctchcd paft the rear of thf Bri— 
tlfh line, preparing to break into two 

II, The middle divifion, which made to ‘tlx? wefh. 


Vlate XVIIL fig. lo. (bon 0 » the van 45^»Qii 
in\ had ftretcjhed paft the tear of tl|^e 11^0, 

away, it broke iuto two divifiohef 0«es \ 

fteering weft, as at H, and whipb dif 


•y ^ 
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; the other, taking a S. S. "W. conrfc, conHEing of about 
79^^13 (hips, and where Count bE Grasse was himlelf, 
maklug the fouthern divilion of flight, as at F. 

A, The Formidable, with part of the centre, putting about in 
of the enemy’s van. 

The rear of the Btidfh line putting about for the^purftlU 
The flgnal for the rear to dole the centre being toon af* 

made, both thole divisions, in putfuit of die touthem divi- 
Abu E, where Count de Grasse was himlelf, palled to wind* 
idraTd of the middle divilion ’of the H, without annoying it. 

C, The Britifli van. 

' F, The Count ue Grasse, with the fouthern divilion, fly- 
ing under every fiul he could fet, putfue^ by the rear and part 
<5f the^c^tre of di© Bxidlh, and fteeiing a S.^S. W. courle. It 
firctfi^this divi^n'of the enemy from which all the captures 
were .iftiefwards made. 

Ht The middle divifion of the enemy fteering a'more wefterly 
confri^ ;• knd, as they were not purfued, they did not carry a prefs 
of but, repairing the damage they had received, waited for, 
eveniug, alter it was ’dark, rejoined the ihips of 
divilion 'which had efcaped the purfuit. 

BouO.VfNVitLE^ with the rear diviflon of the enemy*, 
^ advancing to the weftward. 

riS^XVlIL fig. 2. Upon the breaking of the van divifion 
the ‘fouthern divHion, which had at firft fteered to 
as at K, foon afte^ards got v^itli their heads to 
as at the’vie^v of rejoining their other cK* 

^end ^fibwning a* new hne of battle to leeward, .Count 
r IT r I-* . DP 
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OE Grasse making repeated fignals for that pnrpofc ; but fee- 
ing, after every paijis taken, thefe fignala without effect, and,. at 
the lame time, perceiving, if thia northerly coiirfo was continu- 
Ctl, that the line of the Rritilli purfuit would thereby bb much 
Ihortened, he changed his dirc(S:ion again, and is now, aboi^ two 
o'fic'ck.in the afternoon, with his Ihips heads to the S. S. W. as ’ 
at I. *'" 

% 

A and 13, '^fhe centre and rear of the Britilh in puditlt of tlie 
foutheni divifion of the enemy. 

C, 'ftic van of the Biitiih. 

C.i, The rear divilion of the enemy advancing ftill farther to 
the weftward. 

H, 'J'he mitldle divifiofl of the enemy, not being purfued, 
under an ealy fiil repaired their damage. 

Plate XVIII. fig, 1 2. F, The fouthe’rn divifion of the t neiny 
with their heads again to the northward, at fix o’clock, at fun-fet, 
having run through the dotted line of courfe II H, in which 
they were outfailed, anil turned from their foutherly dire£kion, 
by the Bridfh {hips in purfuit, as at A, 

During this purfuit, five Ihips were taken from the enemy. The 
Glorieufe having 'loft her marts by fire which Ihe received in 
the morning, while ranging paff to windward,* ftruck to the 
fleet at 12 o’clock, upon, their bearing av^ay large for the ptirluit. 
The Cselar ftruck to the Centaur at four o’clock.— The Hc^lor, 
at half pall four, ftruck to thei Canada and Alcfde.r — The \.^dent, 
a little after five,’ Ibruck to tlic Belliqueux and Triple 
And the Ville de Paris, C6dNT DE Gra*sse, 
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about fuii-fbt^ ffruck to the Barfleiu* and Canada. At tins time. 
Coif NT DK' Grasse had fpt above iive leagues to the wcllward 
and leeward of the field of battle j and, night immetiiately com- 
ing on,* Admh'al RoJdnev thought proper to give over further 
purfuit 

Uv 


Ltonxf RoDiNrv’fs Nahrative contlnuetL 
i • Count de CvEas-se, in the Ville dc Paris, having behaved ^oft bravely, and 

* his flfip being entirely crippled, and three Britilh AdrnlratS being very near liiip, 
4 ftwek his flag about ten minutes after the fun had fet. Adipital R«>dni,y made 

* the figiial for a night battle; butjooking about him, and obferving ihaf.his 

^ were greatly difpevfcd ; that two of his 90 gun flijps were totally iiif;:blccl ; lii, 

* own (the Formidable) greatly damaged ; that his van and centre were niiu b. 

* hurt ; that none of the prifoners from the captured fliips wore takiai out ; that a 

* very dark night, of‘ twelve hours, was come dh, ^hc thought it moil prude; sr to 
‘ make furc of the vi£lory,.and not run the rilk of a reverfe of fortfinc, or the 
^ danger of a night battle, wherein bis own fleet might reefivo more dani.ige from 

* one another than fronvthc fliips of the enemy ; that, iiy runnuig to Icev.^ard in the 
‘ nightj, the enemy might deceive him by ordering fomc their fiigalcr^ to };oin; 

* theKghts of their Admirals, and ftecr a ecurfe to IcXid him (Rodney) a diiTercnt 

* courfe ii9om them 5 and as the night was extremely ih'nk, being, the, (Irft clay of a 

* new. moon, they might have hauled their wind to the north, or to fhe fovuh, with- 

* outbs^mg feen; at tfic fame time they moft carefully had hid all lights whatever. 

* The fleet# by putfuingi rnight have found theirdVlvi r, far to leeward in 

^ the mornitig, without a'poflibility of their getting to vriiulw'avd, by the crlpplrd 

* condition they were in. .Thcfe t^fons# and his experience, of a night baUi-.*, iui- 

* duced the Admival to fecurife the yidlory, and not to hazard a reverfv oi tortunj. 

* He MlittefoTe madc^te flgnaUfor the Briti llr fleet to bring to, on th»i ilaiunaid 
« tack, then Co dark that one fhip could not fee ahi>t?Ter. Day-hghr the :a moi 

* iiig proved the wifdcmi of that for.notwhhltaiiding it.was the duty of 

^ every fhip 'td bbcy^lt, thirteen mafle fail, Wt not one uf them fired a {hot, or 

* camb up/i^th etiCiny, This was p cbnvUiclng proof of what 1 ,.^*' 

* happclV'^^jl had ^vholU;J^eet'g^^ to* l^ward>. and rtre cncoiy Ij^^vc . 

* their wind j ho.t only ihe q^ptureil fhips might have b;;en rc-taken, ht i f.*:..' 

* of the Bntifh crippled been tak^ * . " 

‘ ‘ K\ z 
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By faying that thefe fliips of the enemy ftn>ck to pardcular 
fi\ips of the Britifh, is meant only, that thoTo of our ihip$ men- 
tionctl weie engaging the prizes dole at the inilant of hauling 
down their colours, while the whole of the fleet was furr6unding 
them at the time. 

0, Moulicur BouGAiNviLr.E, with the rear divifioA of the 

advanced now above ten leagues to tb© ’Weftward tjind to 
tiie leeward of the field of batde. 

1. The micidle di vifion of the enemy, confining cjf leven rlhips, 
Ixaving \vait».*d for, rejoined the Ihips of the fouthem divifion^ 
which afteivx’ards elleded an elcape 

I.INE 


* i.ORD RonyET’s NaftHATivfe . 

< On the mar ning of the ' 1 3th, frigates were difpatehed to Rt Chriflophers 

* and Lull to fee if «ny of the enemy’s ihips had Iheltered iheinfelres So thofe 

* roads. Upon the report retutned, thatnone were there, bat thSt fome ihips had 
< palled thefe iflanils in^ .1 crippled Rate, Rear Adimral Hoot? and bis dlvUkm were 
« fcni to intercept fuch fliips as miglit go to the. fouth fide of Porto Rico and St 
‘ l>» mingo, vihdo Admiral Rons i.T took care of the prizes and hi® own (battered 

* iViiii-.; and, fo footi as he was c« ibled to pot his fquadron }n a condition, to bear 
‘ .i\t 'y, he gbt to St Domingo, where Admiral ItooD foon joined him with two 
« calur encniv’s fhips of the lute, whith had been taken in the Mona Ih^ge. 

« O . .In' Bittifli fleet arriving olT Cape Tiberoon, the weft end of -St Domingo, 
‘ Ad' rtf I Icon was/ent with a licet of a? fail of the Une to blockade 4>e Ulaud 
' of bt Domingo, while Adttural Roosrv hinsfelf bore aws^y for Port Royal, 
‘ Jamaica, with the prizes, and thofe of his fliigs which were moll; fhattered, 

* with the view of having the .-whole put in repair. The chCmy’s (battered fhip®, 
‘ in the mean time, matle their efcape to jh® Havanna, jtbm^to' America^ and 
» fome eten to France and the Brijtiih UceTi within a m*tpmth£ 

‘ i.fitt d, ftoicd, add manned. The»vatt was gone out of 
« going i and Admiral ’Roosby with die t^holo 

* «nemy to Aincma, vms ready to leave Jamaica 

-* PiGO r sftrivctl from. England, and took the Cfmttknd. * i', ' . . ' 
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LINE OP EA’TTLE of the BRITISH FLEET j 

(the. Royal Qnk to uh on " RonNrr 

the l^tjl of the Kf lied and H^ounded Ht M. it hfu Tk 

"Iht d&mA^9i ^huh the Jhihs in the van fu/hnntd tn the batfl/ c oj 

that ibis ordm^ ththnej^dd he rew hd and Sia Kkani 


Slt^t 
KorBl 
MttcK 
MontdgUV^ 
Yannoiitti^ 
f Valiant, 

Baipcur, ^ 

Alfxiiaicbt 

M^arrior, 

B^ llSi|u«ax,9 
Centaur, 
^agnilicenCy 
Prince William, 

BcaA rd, 

Ajax, 

K^olfr, 

Canada, 

St Albanf, 
Kamur, 

Formidable, 


dfmmamdler^ 

Ca^r Burnet, 

Ba/tut, 

Bowctt, 

t»Mfy, 

C<KMlaII. 

CtHr S H««l, Bart .7 * 

20 a|*c Knight, y 
%■***-" Rtynokla, 

I ■"■ ■ Sir Jam s Wallace, 

— — • Snthef-land, 

— r fnjrIcJield, 

" »'■ " JLin/ce, 

' M^ilk nl jn, 

C Commodore AiB «.k 7 
i Capt Gra^c*, J 
— — ' Charring ton, 

— — Gumareique, 

— Hoti W Comwallit, 

IllglfS, 

Fanlhaw, 

5 Sir O Be RodncY, Commander m Chief, 
Sir Cha Douglas, 6rB Captain, 

Capt Symons, 

J ord CranCloun, ^ 

Oardficr, 

Caldwell, • * 

JLa>rd Robert Manners, 

But kner. 



Dake, 

Agamemnon, 

R^lutlOD, 

IProthee, 

Hercules, 

Amcr ca, 

Roflcll, 

Prudent, 
lame. 

Anion, 

Torbay, 

Prince C >eorge. 

Prince (la. 

Conqueror, 

Kunmeh, 

Alcidc, 

Arrogant, 

MarlboroUgbr 

• * * 

1 Deduct the PrttdjMit noC swth the fleet in the a^tlbn, 

1[6 

^ R I G 


I 


‘ Savage, 

' S Thumfon, 

‘ SaumarLZ, 

Bnrkuy, 

Barber, 

— BUIr, 

Oidoin, ** 

— ^ lUiams, 

{ Franesn 8. Drake, Sfl| 7 
leapt KnatdibuU, S 
— ttaltouf,® 

Truleotc, # 

C« rhoroibn, 

— Comiib, 

■■ * ■’■ < ■' Penny, 


Guttt 

74 

74 

74 

64 

74 

90 

74 

64 

74 

74 

64 

74 

74 

64 

74^ 

64 

90 

90 

r 

64 

74 

fl 4 

74 

64 

74 

64 

7 B 

64 

74 

90 


/ 




750 

750 

Soo 

600 

500 

600 

500 

600 

500 

5SO 

too 

600 

7 JO 

577 

boo 

fOO 

600 
^ 600 

600 


15 

li 

15 

5 

5 

7 

1 

xo 

10 

9 

$ 

7 

3 


_3 

230 


Jtrtjfmi U ihe Atbom 

Champbn, torepuc* „ Andmmache. 

Zebra hlora, to repeat ugnala 

AleGo. Alert 

Bndymmn t*rltofi. 

AUttn, • 10 Ehn^dnic, to repeat fignait 


39 

6 f 

22 

J 4 

*9 

K 

»9 

1% 

Jr 3 

23 

24 


23 

3 


_x6 

759 


Pttjhft tn thd d^ton 
Lizard Pegafiis 

La M} mph. Sa amander. • 

Convert Germain 

hortnac* BUB 

hybd. xo Santa Monica 

• LIST 
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tIST OF THE FRENCH FI4ET. 


Anivol with the Brett etmeof, 


jQ^atiS &£ St Kitts, 
Oat of s%p9k. 


Vtljk io PmU* ^ 
l»*Ausufte, 

Lc X>uc 4c BouMgae, 

Lc JLaugueB^^ 

JLc Ncptnii^' *. * f 

l^c Zlelc, , 

JUc * V - 

, lie CHtoy«fv 

JLc Megia4i4fiie, . ^ 

lueOAsBir, 

JLe Hector, *• ♦ 

I-.e PhitofV^ *• * 

L.e Ilrfeicttle* ' • 

JUeSdpion, ' 

Ct^ Ceutonne# ^ ^ 

< Lc BaiipHin Rnyftt^ ^ 
CiLe MegniSque 

Bottigog^, * 

JjC Uien « 

L.(r ikopm* " - 
Xtc 

Ksar- '"• - 

VAttleqtg 

Vi:«€St]c» 

XoCjm;w ^9 

S. c Je^n, ' - 

iLe rkr, arm^ eit Bate> 

l.cM»aotanr, dittfi^'' • 

J Lc Bmte, 
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OBiCRVATlONS ON THE BATTLES Of THE 9fll AND ISTH 

APRIL 1782. 

t 

o 1 1 

Tn'tbe contje of thefc Anions^ then tviU he found a //- 

hfitation of the folLviUtig parlhuht s , • 

% 

1. The diffirulty which an crsemy’s fleet wUI find in making 
an c'fcai^c to windward. 

2. T!iat the crippling c»f lome of his fhips will be a nccefTiry 
cotifequence of the cfFoits made to cftcdl tlii» clcapc- 

3. That the protoitinn given to ihips crip/led in confeqitence 
of thefe efforts, as it wob the caufc of bringing on the adlions of 
both Uic 9th and 1 2th, and liad nearly produced an action on 
the lOth,— will alfo be a caufc of bringing on .m aClion on all 
future occafiQUs of the like nature, or in like rircuiattanccs. 

The attack made by the Britifh in the aifion of the Hth, may 
be confidej^ as an example of the fnnplr attack, and fhows how 
little may be expected from any rcncountci' lietwcca two fleets 
on die fame tack, wlion an attempt fliatl be made from the lee- 
Wafd. * 

Tho judicious movement made ^by the Briillh fleet, from a 
northerly conrfe to a loutheriy one, on the night between the 
and I9d|» »» llioVs the advantage that may be made by a 
:djkng^ of tixe fame time fbowjJ the iiec6ffity of attention 

"o foch chai’S^^s*. ’ Tor it w.is by this means only that 
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the Britifh fleet got within reach the i en^iiny on die moridng 
of the 12th ApriL 

The little lofs fuftained by fle^, while ranging paft an enemy’s 
line, particularly cxemplifled in die calc of the leading ihip, the 
Marlborough, in this battle, as well as in others, "vii. the 
battles formerly mentioned, — the 27th July 1778, the j^Sth'vahd 
May 1780, — fulHciently and iircontroycrtiWy Ihould eflabUdr 
how little V ”■» be effected by the rencountw of two adverle fleets 
paffing on oppofitc tacks, without having fomethiu^ raory im- 
portant in view than the limply rflb€ling the laid pallage. 

from the facility with which the Formidab'e,lhe Admiral’s Ihip, 
kept her wiad, and forced her paflage through the line of the ene- 
my, and the neceflary confequence that the hesulmoft diips of the 
rear diviflon mud fthereby be forced and .driven to leeward, 
lliould with certainty edablilh, that breaking, or cutting an ene- 
my’s line, by aft attack foom the leeward, te not onlyapm^Slicable 
manoeuvre, but a manoeuvre^ attended with litde -additional danger, 
or rilk of Ihipping ; and diat, with the liune facility , and with 
equal probability of fucccis, it might have been attempted, in for- 
mer rencounters, as already mentioned*. And although Ad- 
iuiral Rodney, in dither of his former rencounters of the 15th 
or 1 ‘Jih of May, had not then been convinced of the importance 
of this mancEuvre-— ftill, having been the^ fild to put it in ex- 
ecution, as on this occalion of the* 1 2th Aprils he has acqiured 
a name renowned over the wholp wmrld, as * as among his 

countrym^, 

^gsgaee t, TfjT i 'T-uL .u. ■ ii i.j- w.- w-n-wir i ni r^irriiii aaMMiaigaaBwraqw^ rtnuai 

* KtppLL’8 nf the 27th July 177®> twoeogage^ 

meatb of the 1 5th and 15/th May 17801^ 
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countrymen, who muft ever remember this eflTeniial eftbrt of lev- 
vicO with the ntmOft gratitude. 

The glorious conleciuences, from having cut and divided the 
enemy’s fine on this occafion, as they may he admitted to be il- 
luftrations • of the foregoing dcinonftratlons, may alfo be admit- 
*tesd as a proof of wliat ought to be cxpcdled in future on every 
ftmilar occafion. 

hurry and precipitation with wliich the rear^dit^lum of 
the enemy made their e(ca]>c tiirongh the gap iii“tEe Britllh line, 
.as* it Ihewed their apprehenlions, Ihould aUb be a proof of the 
danger of their lituation. 

The cflbrt to efcape, made by the van diviliqn of the enemy, 
as it confirms the general pofition, their dcfire of’ evading a con- 
fiiit, confirms alfo the idea of that fuperiority of Britilli fcamen, 
wliich feems, indeed, to have been incorAeflible from the begin- 
ning of the whole aflliir to the end thereof. 

The manner hy wdiich 'the van of the Britifl\,was rendered al- 
moft without effedl:, ihews that the rear divilion of the enemy, 
and not the van, ought to have been the objeia of purfuit *. 

The proximity of the rear of the Britllh to the rear divifion 
of die enemy,’ Ihould fufiicieutly point* out the objcdl of purfliit 
they alfo Ihould have chofen. '* 

Therefore the Britifli line, van and rear, not having been pre- 
pared to take advantage of their neceffary mutual proximity to the 
"rear divifion of the enemy was a lofs. * 

Again, the rear divifion of tlie Britllh, by having been obliged 
to put about fillip, in purfuit ’of the van of - the enemy, already 
' LI*. * got 


Vide Attack with the Centre, Part II. pages i8o, i8i, 182, and 183. 
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got Ibme number of miles' iliftant, is a full confirmation of the hy - 
pothefis laid down, ^Fhat the piirfuit of a rear divifion, cut oft' 
from the van of an enemy’s fleet pailing on contrary tacks, ought 
in general to be preferred. 

I The facility with which the rear of the Britifti came up 
with the flying van of the enemy, after conilderatioh had to all* 
th«* foregoing circumflances, without doubt fhews, that neither 
was thcx ? any inferiority of failing in tltd Britilh fhips on *this 
occaflon. 


BATTLES 
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CATTLE& BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND FRENCH SQHADROMS 
IN THE EAST INDIES, 1782. 


EXTRACT* OE A LETTER FROM SIR ET>\VARD HUGHES BART. MR STEPHEKs^ 

r>ATEr> ON BOARD THE SUPFRBE, AT SEA, OFF THE COAST OF COROM A vnf. L, 
•4TH APRIL 178';:. 

t 

I SAILED Gn the Sift of January from XrincQmale for Madras 
Road, ill order to get a fupply of provillons and* ftores, of bodt 
which the ihips were tfien in want. 

On the 8th of Febi-uary I anchored in^lVIadrjis Road j and the 
(amc day received advice from Loro Macartney, the go- 
vernor of that place, that.'a French ftpiadron, cwnftfting of tliirty 
fail of Ihips aiid vellcls, was at anchor about twenty leagues to the 
norlhward of that port. In the afternoon of the Dth, Captain 
Aims,. in his Majefty’s fliip Monmouth, with the Hero, Ifis, and 
the armed tranfport Manilla, joined me in the road. I continued 
to ule all poflible diligence in getting the ncccflary ftores and 
proviftons on board the fcvcral fliips, until the 15th of February, 
when tlic enemy’s lipiadron, confifting of 3 2 fail of line of battle 
fhips, 6 frigates, 8 large tranfjibrts, and O captured vcflcivS, came 
in fight to the northward, ftanding for Madras Road ; and, about 
noDTi, the fame day, anchored about'four miles without the road- 
tn the mean time, 1 placed his M;yeftY’s Ihips iii the moft advan- 
tageous manner to defend theinfclvcs, and the other fliips in the 
road, with fpiings on their cables, .that they might bring their 

L 1 2 *road- 
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i>rc>atllides fo bear more efTedlually on the enemy, lliould they 
•irtempt an attack. 

At four in the afternoon, the enemy weiglied and ftootl to the 
ibutlnviiul, when 1 immetUately made the fignal to w'eigli, and 
Jlood alter them, having received on hoard a detachmefit of aoo 
oificers and men of his Majefty’s 98th regiment, vsrho were diC** 
tributed to the Ihips of the fquadron that were tvorft manned. 

1 Hood" T/ith tlie fquadron, as per margin to the fouthwaref aW 
that nigiit under an cafy fail ; and in the morning, .at day-light,, 
found the enemy’s Ihips had feparated in the night ; th^r IQ litie 
of battle fhips and a frigate bearing 'caft of me, diftant about four 
leagues, and 1 6 fail of their frigates and tranfports bearing fbuth- 
trell, diftant about three leagues, and fleering a direct courfc for 
Pondicherry j on wliich '1 inftandy made tlic fignal for a general 
clialc to the fouthj-weft,^ ki order, if pofTil^, to come vp with and 
take their tranfports/ well knowing tlie enemy’s lino of battle 
Ihips would follow CO proteA them all In tlueir power. 

la tlie couife of the chafe, our copperrbottomed 'ihips came up 
with, and captured fix fail of fliips and veftels, five of wliich were 
Englifti, taken by the enemy, when to tlie northward of Madras, 
out of which I ordwed tile Frenchmen to be taken, and the yeC- 
iels to proceed, widi their own crews, to Negapatam } the fixth 
was the Lauriflon, a tranfport, having on board many French 
oificers, and 300 men of tlie regiment of Laufknne, and laden 
with guns, fhot, powder, and other military ftofes. This lliip, lb, 
valuable to us, and of lb much consequence^ to the enemy, was. 
taken by Captain Lumley of his Mkjefty’s fhip Ifis..^ 

So 

* Suptrbe, Exeter, Mon Area, Hero, Worcefter, 13urford, Mouniouth, 

Ifis, Seahoife, Combuttion. ' 
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So foon 4* the Suomy’s j[(|iiadron diicoveretl my intention to 
diSLife tnuifpovts, -they put before the wind, and made all 

th© fail tlicy could after me ; and, by three o’fhx'k iu the after- 
noon, four ift their beft failing line of b/attle Ihips were got wirh- 
^ in two (Crf . three miles of our (lernmoft Ihips j and foe diips in 
’cltaie were very much li>read, by the enemy’s ihips they were 
duaiiHg fteenng different courfes, fome to the fbuth-caft, others 
tp the lbi}th, and fevefal to tlie fouth-weft. I tlierefc;© judged 
it neceffiiry to make the fignal for foe chafing Hups to join me, 
w4\icb tlvey all di<i aboiU: feven o’clock in the evening ; and [ 
condnuod ftanding to the fouth-taft, untlor an eafy fail, all that 
night, foe enemy’s fqvadion in fight, and making many lig- 
nals. 

At day-light, in the morning of the l7th, the body of the ene- 
my’s fquadron bore norfo by eaft of o|irs, diilant about three 
leagues, the weather very hazy, with light\winds and frccpient 
fquidls, of fliort duration,; from foe north norfo-eaff, the enemy 
crowding all the fail they could towards our Iquadi on. 

At fi» in the morning, 1 made the fignal for our fquadrou to 
form the line of battle ahead ; at 25 minutes paft eight, our line a- 
head being formed with great difficulty,* from the want of wind, 
and frequent intervals of calms, I made the fignal for the Icad- 
mg foip make the fume fail as the Admiral, ’and made fall, 
formed in foe line ahead, intending to weather the enemy, that 
I might engage them clofely. * At ten, .foe enemy’s fquadron 
having the advantage of foe fqualls fiom the north north-eaft, 
(winch always reached them firft, and in confequence continued 
Ipng^ with them), neared us xcv^ fall ; and I -made the fignal 
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for oiir line to alter the courfe two points to leeward, the enemy 
then {leering down on the rear of our line, in an irregular double 
line abreaft. At half part noon, I made the fignal for our fqua- 
dron to form the line of battle abreaft, in order to draw the rear 
of our line clofer to the centre, and prevent the enbmy from 
breaking in on it, and attacking it when ieparated. 

At three in the afternoon, the enemy ftill pulhing on to our 
rear in a double line abreaft, I again altered my courfe in the 
line, in order to draw our rear fliips ftill cloler to the centre j and 
at forty iriinutes after three, finding it impoflible to avoid the 
enemy’s attack, under all the difadvantages of little or no wind 
to work our ftiips, and of being to leeward of them, I made fig- 
lud for our f<|ua5ron to form at once into the lino of battle a- 
head. At four, the Exeter (which was the ftemmoft (hip in our 
roar, when formed of. l>attle ahead, on the larboard tack), 

not being quite c!ofo;l to her Iccond ahead, tluec of the enemy’s 
Ihips in their fsrft line bore right dotkn upon her, whilft four 
more of their fecond line, bended by the Hero, in •vMiich Ihip 
M. SulTrcin had his Hag, hauled along the outfide of thc’firft line, 
liSv. ards our centre. ^ 

At live minutes pafl four, the enemy’s three fhips began their 
fn e upon the Exeter, which was returned by her and her fccond 
alicad. At ten ininutcs part ftnir, I made the fignal for battle ; and 
lit twelve minutes paft, the action became general from our rear to 
(H)r centre ; the cominauding (hip ‘of the enemy, with three others 
<.f tlicir fccond line, loading down^to otir centre, yet never at any 
me advancing Jlutliel- than Oppolltc to the Superbt, our centre 

{hip. 
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ihip, with little or no wind, and loaie Iieavy rain duriiij^ tlie eu- 
gagemenr. 

Under thcfe circutnrtances, tlic enemy brought eight their 
iTnpffto tltc attack of- live of t)urs. As the van of our line, 
conlifting»of die Monmouth, Elaglc, Burford, and Worceftor, 

• could not be brought into adlion wirtioiit tacking on the eneiuy ; 
and although the iignal for tliat pni*pofe was at the maft-ho.id 
veatly for hoifting, thfire was neither wind fufKcient to enable 
them to tack, nor for the five Ihips of 'our centre and rear, tlien 
engaged with the enemy, hard preffed, and ntuch dilahloil in 
their mads, yards, fails, and .rigging, to follow^ them, without an 
alrnofl: certainty of feparating onr van from our rear. 

At fix in the afternoon, a ft^uall of wind from the (buth-ead 
took our fhips, and paid them round ahead on the enemy to the 
north-eaftward, whei> the engagement wj|is renewed by our five 
fhips, w'ith great fpirit and alacrity, from our^arboard guns ; and 
at tw^enty-fivc minutes pads fix, juft before darl^ the enemy’s fliips 
engaged widi xjurs, having vifibly fuffered fcverely, the whole of 
them Jiauled their w’iiul, and ftood to the north-caft. 

At this time the Superbo had loft her main-yard, fimt into two 
pieces in the flings, had five feet water iif her hold, which continued 
for feme time to gain on all her pumps, until feveral of the largeft 
fliot-holes under water were plugged ui>, and neither brace nor 
bow-line left enli/e ; and tlic Exeter, reduced almoft to the llatc 
of a wreck, had made a fignal cf diftrcls. . The other tlircc Ihips 
in our rear, the Monarca, Ifis, and Hero, had fuflered lots, as the 
enemy's fire appeared plainly tt) be dij:e<ftcd principally againft the 

* Superbe and Exeter. 
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DESCRIPTION OP THE BATTLE BETWEEN TNE FRENCH AND 
BUITISII SQUADRONS ON THE COAST OP COROMANDEL* 
17T11 FEBRUARY 17S2, TAKEN FROM THE FO'k.EGOrNO 
LETTER. 

»3ir Edward I-Iughf.s having left Tririfcomal6 the sift of Ja- 
nuary 1782, came to an anchor in the road of Madras tlie 8th of 
February’- ; and, the fame day, he received advice, that a Frcnth 
iquadron was at anchor about twenty leagues to the northward of 
that place ; and, all diligence being ufed ill getting the neceffary 
llores aboard thb feveral Ihips, the enemy’s fquadron, on the 1 5th, 
came in fight from the northward j and, at noon, anchored about 
four miles without the (pad. In tlic mean time, the men of war 
were placed in the ^^ofl advantageous pofturc of defence, with 
fprings on their cjfcljles, that they might bring their broadfides to 
bear more effectually on the enemy, fhould they attempt to make 
an attack. 

« • 

Plate XIX. fig. 1 . TKe Britifh fquadron at anchor in the road 
of Madras, tlie 1 5th of February, at A, with Iprings on their ca- 
bles, prepared to receive any attack. 

F, The French Iquadron come to an anchor likewiie, the 
morning of that day, and about* four* miles diffant, without the 
laid road ; but not finding it convenient to attack Sir Edward 
Hu OH Eg, as he was then fituated,* they got up the^r anchors that 
fame aftenioon, •and ftood av^lay to the fouthward. Tlie BridA'i 

fquadron 
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ft’jiv.idroii Toon after weiglietl, and ftood after tl.em, carrying!; an 
eafy fail all the night; and, in the morning of the 1 6th, at day- 
light, th(f enemy’s (hips having feparated during the night-time, 
the pofitions of the diflerent fleets lay as follows : 

B, *^1 he Britiflt lljuadron ftnnthi g to tlie fl'iithward. 

G, The enemy's line of Lattlc (liips, llippofed to he 1 •?. in 
nuKiber, with one frigate, bearing call: from the Britiih fquadron, 
and diilant about four leagues. 

, H, The enemy’s iran(J''orts anti frigates, 1 0 iail, hearing S. W., 
didant about four leagues, and tn'akiug for Pondicherry. 

The Britifli f^uadron being tltus fituated bctweeti the enemy’s 
men of war and their tranfports, lignal &>r a general chafe to the 
fouth-weft was inllantly made, in the hopti of taking fome of their 
tr.infports, not doubting that their line of bhttlc (hips would fol~ 
low and endeavour to protect them. In Uie c\irfe of the purlbit, 
the copper-bottomed (hips came up with and captured fix of thele 
tranfports.; but by this means the Britilh fquadron was much fe- 
parated. 

In tlio mea’n time, the enemy’s fquadron, fo foon as they per- 
ceived the danger their fleet of tranfports were in, having put 
before the wind, fome of their bell-failing coppered (hips had 
got within three Or four miles of the fternmoll of the Britith, 

about three o’clock in the 'afternoon •; upon, which, a (ign.il wa.s 

made by Sir Edw.ard Hogues tor the chafing (hips to join 
the fquadron, ^which’thcy all tKd about fcvcn.o’clock in the even- 
ing, when, afterwards, he continued, all the following night, 

M m * (landing 
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ftantling to the fouth-caft, under an eafy fail, as at C, while the 
enemy ftill kept in light, as at f, making many fignuls. 

Pl.ite XIX. -fig. 2. A, The Britiih fcjiuidron, on the l7th, at 
TO o’clock forenoon, cxtcndc<l in a line of battle ahead, on the« 
larboard tack ; at this time the Ihips in the rear of the line were 
n>o far aftern, particulai'ly the Exeter, B, the llcmmoR, occafibn- 
tal by the light irregular breezes of wind. 

1’, The enemy having the wind more conftant, fleering doM-'Jj 
:>n the rear of oiir line in an irregular double line abreaft, and 
’-•eaiing us lafl. 

« 

; ig. 3. The iJtip B,*tho Exeter, In the rear of the Britiih, 
cT.in the irregularity ol^ the wind, continuing Hill to be far fe~ 
y .uvtcd ; :t half aiy^’hour pad noon, a lignal was made for the 
.'ijiiadron to formaline of battle abreaft, as at , A, to give an opl 
! ’'icunity ior each lliip in bearing away, particularly tliofc in the 
to dole with the centre, as at the points CCC,. which, if 

...•.ompliilicd, would prevent F, the cxiemy, from taking the rear 

* * 

a diladvantage. 

n e enemy, E, ftlll pulhing on for the rear. At three in the 
.dtcruf oii, die •courfe of e<ich Ihip in the lino was attempted to be 
Itill farther changed, and with the intention . to* draw the fliips in 
the rear Hill clofer to tJ iO centre, ‘as from D to 

I'lnte XX. fig. 4. At 4.5 iniputc-s pall three o’clock, finding it 
irnpc I'uble to avt.id the encmy’.s attack, a fignal w’a? made for the 
Britiih r(piadr<ji> to form at oi,tce into the line of battle ahead, as' 
at A. 


B, 
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f>, i uc i' (:Iiu n.-ni’iU'ifil Hiip, uot li-ivin;!; bcC'ii a’plo to 
cK .V wiili till; iii.'vl iJilp ahead, — 

i hreo (. r tiio cnc'tnyX Ihip'i oi' ihoir liril lino bore 
down to attae’e her, while Ibur fhips of tlicir fec(;!ul lino, lieadcd 
by tlio I-'i'ero b, m which fliip Monlicnr Sni-i'ui;i had his Hag, 
hauled aloii"; tlio outliilo ot thole three (hips which were lirirjg' 
cn the 1 .xCicr, intending to attack our centre, tlie Supcrljo vvlih 
her feconds, at A. 


Plato XX. hg, .7. O, d he cuc:nj\s three Ihips began t<.) lire oo 
the Kxeter at live njinutes pall I'our. 

B, '1 he l -votv.!' and htr I-. -.oiKl returning the lire. 

J', 'Die Aalmirars lhi[i, Mc.nlienr Su ri' Ri - 1 j\,'with three cahcf ' 
of the eiuiny'^ lecontl lino, having led down on «)ur centn; A, 
the cngagcsncixf commenced from our reAr to centre about 1*2 mi- 
nutes alter lour. 

In this maimei iMonficttr Sofj'REIN liacv^it in his power to 
bring eight of his hell Ihips to make an attack on live of the 
Ih'itilh Only i— ^the wind at N. N. E. 


Fig. t). At fiK o’clock in the Afternoon, the wind having 
changed, a f(|ual] from the fouth-cafl, as at Z, took our Ihips, 
and paid them head renmd on the enemy to the iiorili-call, 

viz. from the lirH pofition .A, to tlie poruien 13 ; that is, from a 

* ' • • ^ 

hahj^ard lack to a llarhoanl tack, when again the ciigageinettt 
w’as immediately begun vsnth frclh fpirits from the ftaiboard guns 
of our live -ihips. 



Fig. 7. At twenty-fiye minute^ paft fix, juft before it -was 
dark, the enemy’s ihipa -wrMdh had been, engaged having fuflered 
feverely, the whole of their fquadron hauled their wind, and 
flood oft* to the north-eaft, as at F ; and the Britifti fquadron 
being on a contrary, tack, ftanding to the north-weft,' as at A, 
the two fleets were loon feparated. 


JC.ISfl' 
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J JST of the BRITISH SQUADRON, 

nvltb the KifM.and W'otifiiied^ in the 
Battle of the i^ih February 1782. 


n 

jautd. 

IVaund* 

Ruperbr, 

ir* 


Enetcr, 

Monarca, 

go 

- • ^ 

45 

5 

Hero, 

9 

17 

Worcefter, 

- - 0 

0 

Rui'toi'd, - 

. - - 0 

0 

Monmouth, 

- • - 0 

0 

Bagl#, 

0 

0 

Ifi». 

- - i 

5^ 

Seahor/e 

- - 0 


CombuBion, 

- - 0 

3» 

0 
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Officers KtlUd and IV vumded, 

Super be. Captain Stevens wounded (Hnee dead). 

Lieutenants Hujjbcb afui Ncwcoinbe 
wounded. 

Eaetcr, Captain Re>'nolds killed. 

i4icuUnant Charles Joses wounded. 


lASV of the FRENCH SQUADRON 

noiv on the Coromandel Coafl^ and af 
the J^itrid Forces embarked in it^ and 
the Franf ports at the JMLauritiut^ the 
7//* Uecember l(\ft% and now landed to 
join IIyi>er Ali- 



Gtias. 

CM. D. Sufficin, 7 


74 

iChef n’Eftadre, { 

615 

L*Orient> 

74 

Cap. Dd FuHaiie, 

6a3* 

JL'Anniba), 

74 

Tiuniditi, 

61s 

I.c Briliiant, 

64 

St Felix , 

5 *f* 


64 

Bouvet, 


X^e Scveie, 

64 

Sulticr, 


I.c .Sphynx, 

64 

Duchaleau, 

5 X 6 

L*Arteliiii, 

64 

I^Alandruis, 

Si6^ 

Lc Vengeur, 

64 

Korbin, 

StS 

I.e Flanriaod, 

Eng. llanniSal,* - 

FaiuATr.s. 

SO 

50 

De Quebervillc, 

A 

430 

l.a IHiivoycule, 

50 

Cap. Du Oallc, 

40 ^> 

I.a Fine, 


Perici* de S.ilvcrr, 

400 

X.a Bellona, , 

36 

fiovai’d, xflDiiltcr, 551J 

l.a Subtile, 

aa 

Dc Bcaidicu, - 

l.fQk 

l.a Silphidc, 

iS 

- - “ 

20a 

1-3 Diligcntc, 

8 

- • - 

80 


FuOTIS AKD TaANSPORTS. 


l.aiinfton. Bon Ami,- Maurepas BrircMi, rseux A - 
mb, FdlS Unique, St Anne, Due de fufcjiiy. 

I..AND FORCK^. 


Regiment D’Auftrafie, ► - 

^ — ■■ ^ D*Ilc de France, - - J'ciC' 

T>c X.e 5 inn dc Laiifannc, - - 4SS 

Volontaircs de Bourbon, - - i.'t*; 

r#c Regiment d'Artillerie, • - «oo- 

C'jrfrcf of the iDa^nds, - - » * J 7 

.^•ipoys, - - - • 4/ 


24 S 7 
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OB:. K llVATrON'S ON TIIK BATTI.E Ol-F TIIK COAST OF CORO- 

« 

MANDEJ., I7TII FEBRUARY 17R2. 

• 

/Vs ilio BritUli navy Ii:\s lutlierto afibrdcd l*o few cxainjiles of an 
iiicli'jatum to evade or avoid battle, oiir objedl lias liitbcrto been . 
conli:n.d to treat of the inode of attack only, not that of defence. 
On this occahon, however, it inufl be admitted, that M. Sur- 
FRKiN, the commander of the l<|uadron of the enemy, has {^iven 
us fomething iiew, not only by obliging Sir Edward IIugiies 
to a^f on the deforifivc, bnt by having, in his mallcrly fcamanfliip, 
attempted a change, and put in pradlice iiew mode of attack 
from tlic windvvlirck tie is alfb the firll of an enemy, for this 
century at leaft. Who will be allowed ^the honour to have made an 
attack upon a Britifli ftjuadron. 

In the coiirfe of this action, there will be fpund an illuftration 
of the following particulars : 

J. That the fwift-failing vellels of the IquadrOR in purfuit were 
coming fall up with, and would have cut off, the flow-failing vcfh 
fels of the fqiiadron endeavouring to make off. 

2. ITiat to prevent the.lofe of tbefe flow-f«.iling veflels, ami to 
proteiSl: them from the enemy. Sir* Edward I-Iuohes was in- 
duced to abide an engagement, which otherwife be Avas inclinctl 

to have avoided. . ' . 

• * ^ * 

:i. That M* Suffrein*, by carrying down bis fquadron in two 

divifioii.Sj fending thret^^of his^hcadmoft fliips to force an attack 

upoD two Ihips in the rew of the Britiih, at B, lig. 5, Plate XX. ; 

bringing 



f s 


H UC^ H F.S‘S ExNG AGF.MENl’. 


brin.^nig up the rcmruncicr of his fqiiadroiv in fupport of theic 
three fliips ; hauling paft tlicm to winthvarcl, fo as to attack, 
ami confinQ himfclf to the attack of the liritifli centre, the Su- 
perbe and l?cr feconds, has put in pradfice a new inode ; and it is 
P-hb an iiluftration of that mode wiiich wc have fVjnnerly demon— 
ftrated and endeavoured to recommend. 

Though tlie fidl offe£t of tins admirable tiifpofition of attack 
made by M. SurniEiN, was in the end prevented, by the llritilh 
ilj^Vadron beiiig I^rought round oti tlio llaiboard lack, and tliercby 
enabled to get all its thijis into a^lion by the change the wind 
made j yet nothing but a confcioulhets of inferiority fomeliovv in 
his feamen t .ni cxcufc M. Surr Ri;iN, or account .for the retreat 
he made, nr why he drev^^ olF his fuperiov number of /hips, 
after once having liad the merit of bringing up his iquadron to 
fo mafterly ami advantageous an attiick, where* in one place he 
had three fliips oppofed to one, and in another place had !>rought 
five Ihips againll three ; and after having had the additional ad- 
vantage, yvdtcn the Bi-itHh Uiips might Iiave btx'u much hurt by 
his raking fire, while they were forced, with dieir lieads roimd, 
by tlie chango*tbe wind made in the hc^it of sUSion, 
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:?IR r^DWARD IllTGIIES'S INOAGEMENT IN THE EAJT II^DIES 
WITH M. SUFEREIN, THE 12TH APRII. 1782. 


-EXTRACT OF A l.F.TTEB IROM SIR l-DWARD HtJCHFS TO MR STEPHENS, DATED 

• t 

ON BOARD THU SUPUHBB, IN rRINCOMALC BAY, lOCH MAY I782. 

H N my laft I ijidntioncd the jimcVion of his Majefly’ s (hips Sul- 
tan and Magnanime with the Iquadron on the 80th of March. 
.Both (hips were then wry fickly, and much reduced by the feur- • 
vy ; but as I had* oix board the Icjuadron a reinforcement of troops 
f«>r this garrlfon, and a quantity of military florcs, ,1 judged it 
moft for the public fcr\dce, cfpecially as I knew the enemy’s 
fquatlron was to the foulhward, not to rettirn to Madras to land 
the tick and fcorbutic of thefe two {hips, but to proceed dircflly 
for Trincomalc, and there; to land the reinforcemeftt and ’military 
ftorc.s, as w^el! as the fick of the Sultan and Magnanime, without 
either feeking 9 r {hunning the enemy. 

In purfuance of this refblution, I flood witfi the fquadron to 
the Itjuthward ; .uid, on the ‘Gtb of April, fell in with a French 
Hup, laft from Mauritius, having on board dii()atchcs from France 
for their Commanders in Chief by fca and 'land :v^'hi.s Ihip was 
4;hafcd on diorb^ an<rburnt dear n>anqiieb,ar, the officers and men *'► 
cfcaping with tlic ilifpatclies., * '’‘• 

<3n tlie 8ih, about noo^ I came in light of the enemy’s fqua- 

• cjron. 
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s ulrcttly conHiUng of 18 fail, in the N. E. quarter ; artd continued 
jmy courfe for this place, oti the 9th, loth, and iith, die enemy 
} on die i ith, having made the coaft of Ceylon, a* 
to windward of Tnncomalc, 1 bore away for that 
On thse J 2di, at day-light, tI»o pofition of the enemy’s ^ 
fquadron b^g altered by my bearing away, fo as to give them 
the wind of ours, I them crowding all the fail they 

‘ could fet after us ; and their copper-bottomed Aiips coming faft up 
^ith l5ie fhips in our rear, I therefore determined to engage them. 

At nine in the forenoon, i made the fignal for the Ihips in 
our fquadron to form the line of battle ahead on the ftavboard 
tack, at two cables length diftance from each other. Tlic enemy 
then bearing N. by E. diftant about fix miles, and the wind at 
]N. by E., they continued manoeuvring their Ihips, and changing 
their pofitions in their line, till fifteen miijutes paft noon, when 
^ey bore away to engage u& } five 1ml of thpir van ftretching a- 
long to engage die fliips of our van, and the other feven fail fteer- 
ing dircSly on our centre Chips, the Superbe, the Monmoudi her 
fecoud Idiead, and Monarca her fccond aftem. 

At Ixalf paft on^ • tiie engagement began in the van of both 
fquadrons, Uiree minutes after 1 mp^® fignal for battle. The 
Erench Adnural in the Hero, and his focond aftern, die L’Oriont, 

, bote down on tji« Superbe within piftol-fhot. The Hero con- 
. tinued her imfition, giving and r^eiving a fevero file for nine 
' minutes ; and then'ftood on, greatly damaged, to attack the Mon. 
mouth, at that timp engaged with another of the enemy a flups, 
Snaking room for the iWps iu his #ear to.’come ^ip to the attack 
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il8 

of our centre, where the engagement was hotteft. At throe, the 
Monmouth had her mizen-maft fllot away, and, in a fovv mi- 
nutes after, her mdin-maft, and bore out of the line tp le)^u:;d» 
At foity minutes p;ift three, the wind unexpcdtcdly 
far noit!\crly, without any lea*breeie, and being careful no^^ to ^ 
entangle our (hips with the ihorc, I made the hgnal for the fiqtia- 
dron to wear, and haul their wind in. a line of battle, ahead, on 
the larboard tack, ftUl cngajpng enemy. At Ibrty minuter 
part five, being in fifteen fathom water, and apprehenlive left tl^e 
Monmouth might, in her difabled ftatc, drift too near the fhore, 

I made the iignat for the fquadroii to prepare to aiuhor. At 
forty minutes paft fix, the enemy’s IqUadron drew off in great 
diforder to the caftward, and the engagemeut ceafod ; their Ad- 
miral having fhifted his’flag from the Hero to tlie French £ la- 
iiibal, on account .of .the Hero’s difabled and (bon after 1 

anchored with the fquadron, the Superbe chffe to the Monmouth, 
in order to repair our damages, -which, on board the. Superbe .ind 
Monmouth, were very great in the hulls, mafts, lails, and rigginj* ; 
and almoft all the (hips htui fuffered confiderably in their mafts, 
fails, and rigging. 

Much about ftiis time, the French frigate La Fine, being or- 
dered, 1 fiippofb, to tow and afliil their difabled fhip die Hero, 
fell on board hts Msyefty’s (hip die Ifis, and had a^Ually ftruck 
Ids colours to her *, but taking advant^ of the darknefs of the w 

f ;ht, and the ftate the Ifis was in, juft out of aiftton, 

which (he had a number of vtien killed *and wounded, and 
^ odieiwife ill manned, ^the firigafo ^ clear cf tfis and (deaped. 

An 
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2'rJ> 

An account of the officers and nica killed and wounded, on 
board the feveral (hips of the iquadron, is herewith, eiiclo&d> 

On the momiug of tlie l sdi, at day-Hght, 1 found the ene- 
my’s f|)uadroa had anchored about Eve miles without us, in 
much dilSbrder and apparent diiirefs, but they had loft no lower 
mafts. 

, Both fquadrons were bufily employed in repairing damages, 
drawing into order for defence, the enemy foeming to apprehend 
an attack from us ; and I myfelf uncertain if .they would not ro- 
ftew the engagement in order to get hold of the Monmouth. 

In thefe fituatiora, bofth Ejuadrons coutmued at anchor till the 
1 9th, in the morning, when the enemy’s got gnder Cul with the 
hhtd wind, and flood out to fea clole liault^d ; and at noou tack- 
ed with the fea breeze, and llootl in fot» the body of otir fqua- 
dron, as if witli intent to attack j but after coming within two 
miles of us, Ending us prepared to reew’e them* they again 
tacked, aud flood to the mftward by the wind % and I have not 
fince been able to learn certainly where they are gotie. Having 
xefttted 'the Monmouth in die beft mamier our (ituatlon woidd 
admits with ^ury, main, and mizen-mafts, I failed with his Ma- 
jefty’s f^adron for this place on the ^9d, and anchored here on 
the evenu^g of tlie famu day, immediately landing the reinforce- 
meet and military ftores defUned for the garriftm^ and the Hck 
and wounded, j. * * ^ 

In this rituatii>n.of ttie Vquadfon ai^ men, 1 thought it bell 
for his Mqjefty’s forvke, to r.emaln at , anchor here, and -to fet 
‘Ihouttbe tep4its of d*® huU^ mafts, and figging <?f ftie fevciui 

N^*2 Ihip , 
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Aiips, while the Hek enjoy every benefit of fireih meat, vege> 
tables, and wine, on ihore for recovery* 

I have the iatisfii^ion to inform thar Lordlhips, that 1 ihall 
be able to re-maft the Monmouth by die end of this mohdi> from 
’*thc ipare (lores on board of the feveral fiiips ; and thsut the 
mage they fuilained in the lalb engag^^eat vdll be every way 
made good about that dme. 


ABSTKACT OF THE OFFICEES AHO MBH AMD WOUNDED ON BOAED ' 

saVEEAL AH1F9 Of TUB BlClTzaH SitpADBON. , 


• 

* 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

SupcrbCf ^ • 

S9 


>5f 

£xCtCTg * w ^ - 

- 4 

40 

44 

^ilagnaDuney - •* ^ f 

.. — 

7 

% 

Moiinioiith^ - *- 

45 

102 

*47 

Monarca, - • - - 

- . 7 

28 

35 

Worcefter, - • • 

- * 8 

>6 

34 

Burford, . r • 

. S 

3<S 

4a 

Ksigle, - • » -a 

. — 

22 * 

aa 

Hero, - - ’ V,- 

- a 

*3 \ 


Sultan, - - » * 

— 

*9 

9 

Ms, - ; • 

r ^ ^ 

6 

5> 

57 

« A 

, ^ ^37 

430 • 

r 

5^7 


Aaihbng^ the killed the^fe^wlri^ ^ 

Superbe, two Lteutenants,*«nMafttr. f*' , 

Idonmotuh, Idetfteiuuat <j^,^Mbudae8. ^ 

‘Worcefter, one ^a^ant. , ' ^ 

Burford, one lii^nant not mendcaied. 


OBSCBII^ 
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DESCRIPIZION OF THE BATTLE'OFF CEYLON, THE l^TH OF 

APRIL 1782. 


, 4 ' nimmm i 

♦ V • 

THE EEENCH SQUADEOM, COMSISTITK; OE TWEI.VE «H1PS AND miCr^TBS, COM- 
MAM&ED BY M. SOFFREIN i THE BBITISK SQtJADROM» CONS13T(N<S OF ELEVEN 
^ SHIPS AHO frigates, COMMANOBO ST SIR BOWARO HVGHBS. 

Sir Edward Hughes, in hi$ letter of the lOtftMajr, acquaints 
us, that while he was on lus way down the cOa^ of Cioromandel, 
from the northward to Trincomal^ Bay, he came In fight of the 
enemy’s fquadron, confiding of 1 8 fiul, iA the north«eaft quarter, 
about noon, on the 8th of April : That fie ^continued hb couiie ;• 
but the enemy following, kept in fight of Wm during the 9th, 
Ipdi, and 1 idi } and havihg made the coafi: of the ifiand of Cey- 
lon on the t itli, about is leagues off Trincomale, he bore away 
for that {>lace. 

' 'On the miming of the I2th of April, at day»]ight, perceiving 
that the enemy had got the wind of lus iquadron, by reaibh of 
his bearing away during the night ; and perceiving al(b that, by 
crowduig every fail, thdlr coiq>er-bottomed fhips were coming 
faft up with die fhips in his rear, he' therefore came to the refb- 
lotion to wut for*and ei^ge lunu • . , 

At nine in the forenoon, a.figna] was 'made for the Bridfh 
fijuadron to form the Une of batde ^ead, ^ dle^ ftaiboard'tack. 
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it two cables length diRance from each otlxcr ; the enemy being 
dirc^y to tvindward, diRimt about Rx miles, and the wind N* 
by E. ^ 

The enemy continued maneeuvring their ihips, and changing 
their poiitions in tlte line, dli fifteen minutes paR moon, when 
they bore away to engage us ; five fail of their van Rretching 
along to engage the ihips of our van, while the other ievenb fail 
Reered diredlly on the Ihips of our centre^ 

< 

Plate XXI. fig. l. A, Tb6 Brltifh Rpiadron on the ftarbo^ 

" rack, formed tn Hnc of batde ahead, at two cables aRtnder. 

E, The enemy xi^t to windwasd, bearrgj N. by E. cBRant 
lix miles, hj crowding fmt fkR coming cm. 

Fig. 3. B, The, van of the Bntifh, coadiftiag of four fhips. 

A, 'The centre,, conRRhg c£ three ihips. 

C, The rear, confxftmg of four 

O, The van of the enemy, conitRuig of five Rripb, Rcctchittg 
along to engage the four Rxips in the van of the Brztiih.* 

F, The French Admiral, with tibe other feven, ihq>s of their 

line, Reeling dirmRly on io ihe cesitre of the coniiRing of 

the Superbe and her two fitconds, viz. tbae Bdonmouth ahead, ««k 1 . 
the Monarca 

Fig. 5. F, The Frencli Adnuasal in thi? Hero, with the 
ent his fecond «^em, heanng to attach k le Riid 

the Heso came widda piftnVfhot. 


H H, 
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; . H H, 7'ho otiK’r live of the enemy fuppt.jsih^ the Hero 
in the attiwrk of t)io coj^tre. 

A, 7'Jie Bt'kilh Adinir.iJ, in the Superbe, receiving the fire of 

Hero, within pilloUhot, as it is laid. 

Bj 7'hc four ililps in the van of the Britiili, fuflaining the at- 
tack front the five tail of the enern}". 

C, Tlie four ihips in, the rear of the Britilh which ieem not to 
have been mucli engaged. ' . 

’^riie five fliips in the van of the enemy attacking the 
van. , ' ‘ ' 

Plate XXII. Fig. 4. F, SriFFREiisr in the Hoco, after having 
been greatly damaged by the fire of the Bfitifh Adtniralj A, ifotkl 
on to tJie attack of the Monmouth, E, wHo viras engaged with 
another of the feven Ihips; making room at' the fame 'time for 
others of the fiiips in his rear to get .up in' fupceflion to the at- 
tack of the centre, and where it is laid tlie engagement was the 
hotteft. 

C, The Monmouth, about' three o’clock frlling out of the line, 
after having lofl; her mizen-maft and her main-mafr. 

B, The four fhips in the van, fiifiaining the .attack' from the 
five fhips of the enemy. 

Fig. 5 \ At forty minutes pad ^ve, die wind unexpectedly 
condnuing frr nordierly, without any profpedf of a fea breeze, and 
careful therefore not to, entangle our ftiips widi the ihore of Cey- 
lon, Sir Edward Hughes rnade fignal fet the.fquadron to 
wear and haul their win^ in a line battle ahead oh the lariward 
tack, die engagement continuing all the while. 

At 
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At forty tiunutes paft fivie, bmng fo: ifatlioms 

apprehen^e left tKi^; Mowraouth, iil thb /difabled flate ilie ' 

misht drifofoo near tUe ftiore, th!e ft^ai,vpa 9 foade. for the.i&ii^i' 

, ° '■■■.«“ 

dron to pt^pare -tp come to an anchor. ; v , , j ^ 

.^..forty mmutes. paft ftx,. the ^enj^y'a'fouWb'oii di-awmg^pJT fo. 
the^liward in great diforder,' the engageitM^t Chided. IVI. Suf* 
PHEiN, on account of the difabi^ .ftate of i^' thiftin^ hia: 

flag foozn that fhip- to die V:''„ 

A, The fliips of..tKe;^^^i^^«j^g^i^ iii tlie .a£t of w^aripg; 
vahd while expofed to ia.ist^fog after having 

quitted their ftarboard pofttion^ B B. , ' 

F* the ene/ny*8 fquadron.,, 

W, ‘tTie wind at nordi. . . 

I *■' V4 * 

' -ir*** • * - r 

Fig. 6. : The Brutifli ihips' having withdrawn to lee- 

ward, manner like the fyftem of defence already oblcrvcd to 
have often ,, b^n pra<3ifed by the enei^, are qow with their 
heaefe to the e^at the adfo renewed from the* 

larboard gun8, find c^tidtfod , hpur ; but the apprehen- 

fitjn of the hldnfoduth^s j^etflng,: ^fodre coutkiuing, -the fig- 
nal was niade'foc the fo an ancho^^ „ ,/ , 

F, '^rhe Fi^ttch renew an , attacli^ 

which, accord)^, to dtt} aboyU:in^^'ne4o|^^^ might l^ve, beetle: 
attended dme with m«d[^ti[iw^;drew.d iii« thijpa ..itt groj^ * 

dirorda* to the e^diw^dr j^^i^Tiavihg^^ittefl th^ir {Ibrbda^^ pojfr>k 
tion, G G ; but whether this v7a» .eilfoA^.by;„we^ng or tacldng, 

. foe fquadron/ is nienflbned. ,., 
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liEMAUTvA'TlLE I'ARTICU LAU*; OF THE UATTLF. OFF CF-YI-ON, 

12TI1 APRIL 17S2. 

r-T-% ^ ^ ^ 

1 MAT It was ou the iame clay in which Lord R6|fN£Y fought 
and beat Count dk Grasse, in the battle between Dominica 
and Guadaloupc, in the Weft Indies, the oppolitc quarter of the 
globe. 

That the protciftlon of his* flow-failing vcfl'els, who were in 
danger of being ov'crtuken by the fwil't- failing veft'cls of an enemy 
wito had been in pnrftiil t>f his fquadron for four 'days, was the 
reafon wliich indticed Sir Ei^ward Huc/ues to ;’.bide an en- 
gagement, vdiich olhcrwiio (in this cafe as ’^ycll^as in his Ibrmer 
battle) he was inclined to have avoided ; and it fnlhciently iliut- 
trates the dilHculty and darjger, not to lay imprafticabilu)".. of a. 
fleet making olF to leeward, r.s hiu; been before ilemonftraied. 

M. Sui'FREiN not having had the hoped for fuccefs ia tlic at- 
tack upon the .rear of the Britlth ftpiadron the 1 7th February, his 
attempt upon the van, equally vcell concerted oit this occafion, 
evidently proves him to be an officer of genius and great enter- 
prife, 

, If M. SuFFREiN Irad ,wind enoqgh firft to bring down the van 
of his fleet to the 'attack of the Britiftj, add afterwards to bring 
up the rear diviflon to fitpport it,‘ even within piftol ihot of the 
Britifh centre ; and if the flrips in the* Britifh rear., could not in 
time get up to annoy a cjippled engmy, this the niore particularly 

Go iliuilrates 
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j^nUiTitcs tlte pr« •|v,Lty an-:! practicability oi' l>r'n;';ing' up and 
«.!ii til ' wr.-'k’, t‘r atiy part of a Toiv.;-, a ’.liiiJl a linallct 
’.. ..L >'i' the fore.;' of ,ui cnciav ; and tliat tiic effect ouidil to have 
iiin'.'a'tc.it corJtf’ijoi.cc;:, in halt if.; at ica, ai< well as in buttles ,(t 
lu.nti. 


r>iit at the iamc time that it proves tlic above, it alfo proves 
ilib', tliat thoii;.;h the Bniilli ftpiadron was at Jirft iiiclinccl to aj/oid 
1 little, Sit ibofc IbijiS which were attacked, being once engaged, 
Shv^vct! no in-'h-iafion to <]uit the Held to a fiii'crior force, or to 
r',iv ' ro?.;n to the freth tldps ailern, even ihougli tltcy .could have 
gor np t>> th-^ir ullill iiice. • 

'I'he upprelic.nfivm of the danger of a lec-^hore, though it niay 
• ..cull- S j it I-.dwAitD for wearing \vith hi.s fquadron wlillc uii- 
ds. r tJie utruck, and iTi't-hc llice of too oaeuiy, wts in hg. ,5. j .iud 
li'.( i!g)i he rviii'wcd the aClion on the contrary tuck, as in fig. (>, ; 
\ ct the cnciiiy inu>^ fa) , (as inaiiv Ilriiifli coiniuanders on the 
liJ,; oc\.....'ion huYC iMJ < >f the enemy), that Si H fowARD was beat, 
,is his ili.n .1 had boon c<^inpletcly driven out of their iirlV line. 

I'o v-nticli it vviH he unfAered : If Sir Edw \ri), froin the iin- 
nt ii-.Iiu ■■ daTiger of a lee-lhoCe was forced to thi.s inanecuvre ot 
wi iiing, he vlitl thereby remew his lire of battle in fining pofition 
to lo-jw-ard, and in the lelf-i:nae manner which the I'Vcnch fleets huv'Q 


vionc on evevy'former occufion, wlienever ihcyjiavc been attacked 
i.om t!ic windward ; aisd, e.s'it was in M. Suri UEils’s option, and 
he di<l not tlfmk it fit to come down and rcnavvtthc action, it may 
be iahtilttcd th.il this muy he callty.l a drawn l^attlc. But in another 
view, if it is conliduved th:\t the* Britilh fquadron came to an 
' anchor 


'* Th<.'^ilai».t of Ccyloji. 



SJliL 1’. lIUCJUuS’S KNviAC;) MJ-N 1-, 

andior on tno iV^v;, il-. ir they kept potk'i;. - ri t’ou h«.-h! bauk>, 
jnd that ? !. fairly tlrcv/ off' hi-, (Ifij-., ; hy the- ];nv-; -li 

war, tlie vielory thoiikl be adiiitL’vvl t<> hfw Lj>'.vARij Mnci.'i s, 
the Ih'iiilh AJnilral, Ayati!, to rcti'ni to h L .St' ; i- it l . flih 
b.ittlo, tha.t (.>1 tile 17th 1 ehi'ii;ir\' : Ijy tJnj IhaLilii Hjuadi'i'ai p'lt- 
tin;^ about their tliips .lieatls to liie cnc;iiy, a'ul tiiciehy lo.viny 
hiu« to go ofl' wlien lie luight have rontiuiied the engageaK i.t ; 
the vi<flory, therefore, <mi tlu ; iiecafion, alfo ought to h'c iletci- 
ic'i* the Ihitith fjiuuho:). 

In eonlulcriug th<' power .of caraion iiv. t, aod iiringiiig to out 
rccolle<flion tise iiitle < l;ecl llaiiteflnie.'i of .» eauiiuuavie, afier hav- 
ing been kein up ^or above tliree hour ;, we e.uuu 't Iwlp veutaik- 
ing, t'li •'his OS..J 1 !.) , the e mnoua Je, of ifue minutes duration 
only, v.'fii'.'h f<> luiul! dlfabled the 1 IcrOjJ*!. 1. St; rj - r n' Ihlp. 
Tier opr." cni, the' .Snperbe, the ihitifh jXthwit ij, duitiig rite en- 
gage iru had .”»•» riivrii killefl And \\(aiiu!w:d ; .iMd MrjLi-- 

moiiiii, fikT Ibconc!, : raca kilkJ and }0\: woiDidcd. 


r I Nis 
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lars of his Pn\ate and Public Lile, By the Aiillnii 
•of “ Tlie Revolutionaiy Plutarch.*' Sv.cond Etlie 
tion, with a Portrait. 'Pwo \ ol'im,os, iLhin*. l f 

43 ELKMKN'IS Or'k lKNCK AM) .(tU' ; 
Iieiiig i familiar Inrnxliit i mji to N.itural Philosi/phy 
ainJ (^lieinistry. 'Ingether wiJii their ar;plii<lio;i to' 
a varii'ly ot elegrsnlaiii! le.efnl Arts. A N i w i'-diiioii, 
ff>nside.*-at'i\ ci'dau^ed, and ad.ipted to the nnppi'.efi 
stale ul .scicf.J e. i Y'oL. 8VO. with more than :iu PlatC’^ 
by D>waY. ^ L 4s^ 


44. A NEW SYSTEM OF DOIVIESTIC COOK- 
ERY, fonnetl UB^fe^lVtiici pies of Economy, and 
adapted to the UwTot Private Families. 'K, which 
are prefixed, Mis<-ellaneixis Ohserv.iiinns tor the th.e 
ol the Mistress of a FamiK. By a Lad). In a small 
Volume, with a Erontiipiei i*. (h. 

4'i. A FAMILIAR IN I ROOl CTlGN TO i HE 
SPUDY'0FGE0(;RAP11Y, AND^IOd ln* I SIZ 
Ol* 1 Ili*.i 01-0 ^ lnU*nde<l for .''idioo^ aiul 
i Young Pel sous. By John Bidlak r , A. li. C 'lap- 
i lain to his Royal llighnes5 the DuUeof (.’hin-in e .ind 
Master of the Grammar ScJiudI, PI) inoutli. "1 p luo 
Edition nuicii improved. IJmo. L. ml. 

46, SERMONS, ami other MiSCELT.ANE<nTS 
PIECES. By tin? late Hi-nkv IJi'Ntfk, D.JJ. 
NPinister of the Scots’ Church, London \yall.* lo 
which are prefivecl, A Biographieal Sketch of lu-t Life, 
and a Critical Account of his Wh iiiugf. With a Por- 
trait of the Author. In 'Pwo Volumes, Svo. 18s. 

47. 'I’HE REPOR'IS FROM THE SELECT 
COMM I'l* PEEof the House of Common^, onVap^•^s 
relating to the R<*paiis ot IJis Majesty’s Ship> liic 
Romni-.y and ShNsini.h, while under lhe« Com- 
mand of Sir lloML PoeiiAM; together wjth thr 
Evipentce taken before llie Committee; which 
will he fouiiil highly interesting to evciy Pi rson con- 
ncctctl with l«Iie Biitish Navy, and to tJie Public in 
gtHierai. 8vo. 7b. 6d 

* PREPARING i'OR PtT>LTCATION. 

'<V 

A I’lrxH Edllion of 

CUlHOSlTIESsOE l.n EUA llMtE. Coin^isting of 
Anecdotes, Characters, Sketches, and Observations, 
Litor.iry, Critical, aixl Midonhal, \iTy handsomely 
printed in 'Pliree Volumes, 

The l•’ourlh Edition of l^M'.^^’urk has ser\c(l as a 
basis for the p.revent. which ha*»'been entirely rc-cast. 
Pile more iiileiestmg topics have been more eom- 
plelely and in^rc curiously investigated, anrl it has 
been the study of the Writer to class, %and to c<»m- 
pro^'-',* as many events ofLileiary Hi^toriV as tlie ne- 
cess.ir) limil-i't,! <hc Woi k alloAveil. 'I’hcAdesign of 
tlje-e ,«i r m.geinenls is to stimulale lileraryVuriosiry 
with tho'-e \Mio al^e^^l^ possess it, and to iimise it a- 
iijong those, wliose leisure ha-i not permitted them to 
puMueMich liu|uines. ** 

** Chu’U ,!l*'udin^ without applying it, is likeco/Ti 
hctiptU, th.il is utH Atinrd\ it'^growelh mublyf '^Phe 
re.niling of tin* great scholars, if put into a limbeck, 
might diblillcd into a small quantity of essence. 

Mafqms of Ilalifaat* 






